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Fun ideas to fill the 
long summer days 
in the Four Sh/res 
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from the 

EDITOR 


We/come to the latest issue of Four Shires. 


I don't know about you r but isn't the year flying by? 

Working on a monthly magazine we are constantly looking at future issues and are 
already talking about July; this, l feel does nothing to slow down the way our weeks seem 
to whistle past. 

There must be something to be said for those who 
meditate to slow the pace of life. 1 had a Friend in Norfolk 
once who, without fail, would meditate for 20 minutes a 
day having returned from the University where he was a 
professor. All worked well until he started to prepare his 
dinner before disappearing into his daily trances. Many 
was the occasion that we'd be assaulted with the smell of 
boiled dry potatoes and incinerated cauliflower (he was a 
vegetarian tool) He really did disappear into a world of his 
own! 

Wasn't it great? 

I have to admit I did watch a little of the royal nuptials. 



I enjoyed seeing rugby players, film stars, charity workers, 
newsmen and women, children and adults, all with 
beaming smiles on their faces. 

I wonder how our two local ladies from Shipston, Tessa and Hailey, enjoyed the show? 


Our magazine this month is packed full of interesting stories 
and features. 

The Katharine House Hospice Gala dinner is covered 
over two pages, as is the gloriously sunny point to point 
at Mollington. Our A-Z of things to do in the holidays 
is definitely worth checking out and Roger Butler’s 
comprehensive feature on Banbury’s canal, past and 
present, is a cracker. Not only that, Roger's super pic of 
the Oxford Canal graces the cover this month - well done 
to him! 


JEREMY WILTON 



Another Shipston lady enjoying the proceedings was Sarah Smith, who runs a Taste of the 
Country in the Warwickshire town. Her gingerbread masterpiece depicted the wedding 
procession outside Windsor Palace, complete with Harry 
and Meghan ensconced in the horse drawn carriage. I 
can't comment on the gingerbread, but their millionaire’s 
shortbread is as good as most I’ve consumed. 

























Individual Care in 
Beautiful Surroundings 


Outstanding care in the heart of Buckinghamshire 


CHILTON 
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A place of care for over 50 years, our focus is to tailor your stay with us to your agenda and your 
needs. If you are in need of recovery after an operation, a break whilst family are away or maybe 
you are looking for specialist respite care, we would be happy to help in all cases. 




"My stay at Chilton House was outstanding in every aspect, staff were 
amazingly helpful with positive attitudes, the food was excellent, and the 
physios worked closely with me allowing me to reach my recovery goal. 1 ' 

Mr A, Berkshire 


Chilton House, Chilton, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, HP18 9LR 

www.chiJtonhouse.co.uk | 01844 265 200 | enquiries@chiltonhouse.co.uk 

























WHAT'S INSIDE 


What's INSIDE 
Four Shires 
this month 


r— SUMMER ACTIVITIES: The summer 
-*( r-\ Is almost upon us and there will 
V_^/ be tong days to fill w7fh exciting 
family activities , and atso pJe/rfy of local 
events to enjoy . Why not have a go of 
something new from our A-Z of summer 
on page 37? 




YOUR LETTERS: Your chance fa air your 
views or send us your photos and 
comments. 



HEALTH AND BEAUTY: Find your Inner 
calm with Bhakti yoga and prepare 
your skin for the summer sunshine. 



8 
14 
18 
22 


AROUND THE SHIRES: Local news and 
reports from around our sunny Four Shires' 
counties. 


OUT AND ABOUT: There's lots to do and 
see in the Four Shires. Here is our pick 
of the bunch, 

BOOKS: Best books from Christine 
Bridger and a new railway book by 
local enthusiast Adrian Shooter, 

ARTS AND ANTIQUES: There’s o huge 
variety of art and photography this 
month, Including Oxfordshire Art weeks. 



FASHION: For him, for her, for 
the children.., styles to take you 
anywhere this summer. 



HOMES AND INTERIORS: Revisit a 
funky retro era with nostalgic home 
styling with a 1970s twist. 



GARDENS AND COUNTRY: George 
Fenemore prefers bees to humans 
and isn’t afraid to say why! 



CLERICAL ERRORS: Public hangings, 
controversy and misdemeanors in the 
FourShires, with Maggie Chaplin, 




FOOD AND DRINK: Pack up a picnic 
and head for the hills, the coast, the 
park, or a festival! 



wing waking 


or absenna 


might be fun 
this summer 





LOOKING BACK: An interesting 
selection of pictures from the past - 
who do you know? 



THEATRE: Bruce Cox reviews the 
stage comedy ART, the touring 
production starring Nigel Havers, 


m EDUCATION AND BUSINESS: Find out 
what’s been happening in the world 
of education and business. 



MUSIC: Cornbury Music Festival has 
a packed tine-up of favourite artists - 
and you can win your tickets here! 
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Editor 

01295 709999 
copy@fourshires.co.uk 


ON SALE 

AT PREMIER 

RETAIL 

OUTLETS 

ACROSS 

THE FOUR 

SHIRES 


FOUR SHIRES 
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Subscribe 
to Four 
Shires 
today and 
receive the 
magazine 
direct to 
your door 
every 
month. 


Accounts and 
Subscriptions 

01295 273138 
kate@fourshires.co.uk 


BRUCE COX 


Theatre and 
Motoring 


Just £36 for 
12 issues, 
or £20 
for 6 issues. 


Editorial and 
Social Media 

01295 273138 
cathy@fourshires.co.uk 


MAGGIE 

CHAPLIN 


Feature 

Writer 


CHRISTINE 
B RIDGE R 


Books 


Advertising Executive 

01295 709999 
gan@fourshires.co.uk 


BARRY 

WHITEHOU5E 


Arts and 
Crafts 


Gardens 


Designer 

01295 258570 
fourshires® 
media-tnbe.com 


GEORGE 

FENEMORE 


The Four Shires 
Borough House 
Marlborough Road, Banbury 
Oxfordshire 0X16 STH 

Telephone: 01295 273138 
Advertising: 01295 709999 

www.fourshEres.co. uk 
copy@fourshires.co.uk 


Country Matters 


The Four Shires Magazine. Ail rig his reserved. Reproduction 
or transmission in whole or in pari without written- permission 
is strictly prohibited. The Four Shires magazine welcomes 
unsolicited manuscripts and photographs ana every effort 
will be made to return Ihem safely, although I his cannol 
be fully guaranteed. The views of the contributors are nol 
necessarily Ihose of the publishers. ISSN 1473-0472 


©FOURSHIRESMAG 
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Many thanks to Alma Dowers of 
Banbury for getting in touch. 

She rang in to let us know she 
remembers the Young’s garage 
as featured in our pics from the 
past in the May Issue: she said 
it was situated where Bennett's 
furniture shop is now. Though she 

has lived 
in the 
area for 

the past 80 years she doesn't 
remember the Cherwell 
Garage being along the 
Warwick Road! 



Dear Sirs, 

I was trawling through 
some old photographs 
of pubs that I found in 
a drawer at home and I 
came across these Banbury 
pubs. I think they are The 
Globe in Calthorpe Street 
and The Bear that is in 
Market Place in Banbury. 

I thought you might be 
interested. 

Walter White, Bloxham 



Sirs 

I was intrigued to find this 
picture in a very old copy 
of Four Shires' magazine. 

Maud Webb was a 
character from the old 
days of Banbury - if seems 
a time long past. \ have to 
say it was a super portrait - 
well done to whoever took 
the picture. 

Mr Hutchings, Fenny 
Compton 




our etters 


The article on the Oxford 
Canal brought back 
memories as I once walked 
its length (83 miles) after 
repairs to the tow path. 

It starts at Hawks bury 
Junction between 
Coventry and Bedworth 
where it joins the Coventry 
Canal. It rises through locks 
and then has an I! mile 
summit without locks and 
then descends to join the 
Thames at Oxford and was 
completed in 1790. For a 
short distance it joins and 
then leaves the Grand 
Union Canal and there 
was a legal agreement 
whereby the Oxford Canal 
Company had to maintain 
that section. There was 
a toll station at Cropredy 
whereby fly boats, as they 
were called, paid a higher 
toll but had priority at locks. 

The deepest lock is at 
Somerton 

The nearest coal mines 
were at Coventry but a 
horse could only pull one 
ton on the road up hills so 
only the rich could afford 
coal. One horse could 
easily pull 20 tons on the 
canal so that coal wharfs 
could be set up alongside 
the canal and cheap coal 
was then available to all. 

In the terrible drought of 
197 6 the canal had to be 
closed for a time because 
there was only a little 
stream in the centre of the 
canal until the rains came 
in August. 



The Demolition of Christ 
Church South Banbury 

t believe the construction 
of the church was started 
in 1851. It was designed by 
Benjamin Ferrey and built 
by Joseph Hope of Oxford. 
My grandparents were 
married there in May 1905 
and they were given the 
attached pencil drawing of 
Christ Church as a wedding 
present by the artist H 
Hutchings. 

The last service was held 
there in 1967 and due to a 
dwindling congregation, it 
was eventually demolished. 

Shan Cannon, Great 
Bourton, near Banbury 



HALO WALK 

Very many thanks for 
the excellent piece in 
last month’s magazine, 
including Gift Aid we have 
now raised about £5,000 
thanks to the profile Four 
Shires and others hove 
given to our quest. If it was not too big an ask if there was 
space to do a very brief June issue update on how much 
we hove raised and include the link www.justgiving.com/ 
Edgehill4Halo that would be a further boost. 

In any event very many thanks for your help. 

Kind regards, Barry T Gamble 
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AROUND THE 5H1RE5 


around the shires 


SYDS EXPLODITIONS 

A familiar sight around 
Banbury, Daisy Sadler and 
her two draft horses have 
started an arduous journey 
from Banbury to Edinburgh 
and back, using just a gypsy 
top wagon and her dog 
Tad, to raise money for The 
Brain Tumour Charity. 

Daisy will travel roughly 50 
miles a week via the UK's 
minor road network and 
expects her one-thousand- 
mile trip to take five months 
to complete. 

Inspired by the tragic story 
of Imogen Whitby, a local 
two-year-old who died of 
a brain tumour in January 
2017, Daisy is hoping to raise 
funds for The Brain Tumour 
charity. Brain tumours are 
the biggest cancer killer of 
children and adults under 40 
years in the UK. 

Daisy, who lives in Lower 
Tad mar ton just outside 
Banbury, has been involved 
with draft horses since the 
early 1990s, and currently 
runs Sydney's Explod it ions, a 
horse and carriage service 
for the North Oxfordshire 
area, available for special 


occasions, such as 
weddings, village fetes and 
children's birthday parties. 
www.sydsptods.co.uk 

Daisy's Belgium draft horses, 
Olive, 13 and half-brother 
Arthur, 11 weigh nearly two 
tonnes between them, and 
have lived with Daisy since 
they were imported from 
Germany in 2013. 

This is not the first time Daisy 
has travelled across the 
country via horse and cart, 
in 2015 she travelled from 
Banbury to the Lake District, 
a trip which took 10 weeks 
to complete. Since then she 
has been keen to plan her 
next adventure, however 
unfortunate setbacks 
included Daisy's battle with 
pneumonia in 2017, and 
surgery for horse Arthur to 
treat a deep-seated hoof 
abscess in 2016. 

Geraldine Pipping, The Brain 
Tumour Charity's Director of 
Fundraising, said: “All of us 
at The Brain Tumour Charity 
were deeply moved by 
Imogen's story and by her 
parents' determination to 
help others following their 
terrible loss. It is a fierce 



reminder of why we have to 
find a cure for brain tumours, 
which kill more children in 
the UK than any other form 
of cancer. We are hugely 
grateful to Daisy for raising 
awareness and vital funds 
for brain tumours, so that 
young lives are saved, and 
more families are spared the 
heartache caused by this 
devastating disease. 

“We receive no government 
funding and rely entirety 
on voluntary donations 
and gifts in wills, so it's 
only through the efforts of 
supporters like Daisy that we 
can work towards our twin 
goals of doubling survival 
and halving the harm 


caused by brain tumours. 

“Daisy is taking on an 
incredible and unique 
challenge. We wish Daisy, 
Olive and Arthur, lots of luck 
on their epic journey and 
we'll be cheering them on 
every step of the way." 

Daisy started her journey 
in April and is currently 
making her way through 
North Oxfordshire. Followers 
can track Daisy's progress 
via Facebook [search: 

Syds Plods Go North) and 
donate via https://www. 
justgivrng.com/fundraising/ 
sydsplodsgoesnorth or 
text ‘SYDS73 1 followed by 
the donation amount [Le. 
SYDS73 £5) to 70070. 


HOSPICE EVENTS 

Warwick Myton Hospice’s ever popular 
Cycle Challenge is returning for another 
year in August with two routes designed 
to suit cyclists of all abilities. Pick your 
distance and join #TeamMyton while 
cycling through the picturesque villages of 
Warwickshire and the Cotswolds. 

5QKM ROUTE (£30) This achievable route 
has been planned for all levels, there will be a few moderate inclines to offer 
you a challenge and gain a real sense of achievement! 

100KM ROUTE (£40) For more experienced cyclists this route offers a bigger 
challenge in distance and some sfeeper inclines, including the option to take 
part in the return of the timed hill climb to be crowned King or Queen of the 
Mytons. 

Whichever route you choose, if you pledge to raise £100 in sponsorship you 
will receive a bespoke Myton jersey free! Sign up at mytonhospice.org/ 
cyclechallenge 




BOWLING TREE DESTROYED BY 
HIGH WINDS 

Damage to Banbury Chestnuts 
Bowls club, caused by a falling 
chestnut tree! The damage was 
caused by a falling tree during 
high winds at the end of April. 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 


SUPER SNAPPERS 

Three photographers have 
been selected as winners of 
the Cots wolds Landscape 
Photographer of the Year 
competition. 

The theme of the 
competition was 4 The 
Cotswolds - England's 
Walking and Exploring 
Capital’, and as such, 
judges were looking for 
images which showed 
recognfsably Cotswolds 
scenes, which took 
an exciting or unusual 
approach to the brief, and 
which told a story. 

The three winners were Ben 
Hirst, who submitted two 
striking images - one of the 
wicker men at the Roliright 
Stones (pictured), and one 
of the night sky over Cleeve 
Hill. 

Mike South with his image 
of walkers in the winter 
landscape at Woodchester; 




and a surprise 
commendation 
winner, Jonathan 
Leach - for a beautiful 
image of autumn light 
through trees at Westonbirt. 

Liz Eyre, Chairman of the 
Cotswolds Conservation 


Board and one 
of the judges 
said: “As a 

judging pane/, 
we enjoyed 
reviewing the 
entries to the 
competition - 
the stern dard, 
once again, was very high. 
In the end, we selected 
Ben's images tor their 
stand-out quality against 
ttie competition, Mike's for 


the gentle narrative of the 
image, and Jonathan's for 
ttie way he captured the 
light so weJL Congratulations 
to ail three winners/" 
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3 Shires 

Shopping Village — 


QUALITY BRANDS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE IN 
OVER 20 INDEPENDENT SHOPS 


We have four Ladies Clothing & Accessories shops, the award winning Abraxas Cookshop T 

Interior Design shop, onsite catering and many more.., 

AMPLE FREE PARKING 

Open 7 days a week - 10.00am to 5.00pm including Bank Holidays. Shopping Village: 01327 349 508 

www. hea rtoftheshires.co.uk 

Shopping as it should bo X pH 

on tilt AS Nf Weedon NN?4LB HB 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 


around the shires 


BACKIE OR CROGGIE? 

If you've ever had a ride on 
the bock or the handlebars 
of someone else's bike, is 
it a backie or a croggie? 

Would you describe a good time as barry, splann, 
champion, gas, or a gurt lush? Do you refer to the love of 
your life as your day, hen, pet, babber, or hinny? 



This month, the Oxford English Dictionary marks its 
90th birthday and as part of our celebrations, we are 
launching four new word appeals and we would love 
your help spreading.., well, the word. Our first appeal is 
called ‘Words Where You Are'. 


All of us can probably recall a time when a word we've 
known and been using for years turns out to be baffling 
to people from other parts of the country. While many 
such words are common in speech, some are rarely 
written down and so can easily escape the attention of 
dictionary editors. The OED continues its mission to create 
the most comprehensive, accurate, and up to date 
picture of how and where these words are used, and we 
need your help. 

We want to hear about words and expressions that are 
distinctive to where your readers live or where they are 
from. To interview a dictionary editor about our Words 
Where You Are campaign, please get in touch. Ask your 
readers to send their words to our website or join the 
conversation on Twitter at tfwordswhereyouare. 

www.public.oed.com/appeats/words-where-you-are 


BATMAN AND THE JOKER 
CAUSE A STIR AT CASTLE 
QUAY 

Batman and The Joker 
made their way from 
Gotham City to Castle Quay 
Shopping Centre last month 
to meet and greet shoppers, 
and cause some trouble 
while they were at it! 

The Dark Knight and his 
arch nemesis appeared 
throughout the day. 


record list of achievements 
when slipping behind the 
wheel of a 200mph sports 
racer at this summer's 
spectacular Silverstone 
Classic (20th-22nd July]. 

Hoy - who has no fewer 
than 11 world championship 
plus six Olympic gold medals 
to his name - has been 
fuelling his competitive spirit 
by competing in a number 
of different motor racing 
categories since stepping 
off the saddle in 2013, 


SIR CHRIS HOY TARGETS 
FURTHER GOLD AT 
SILVERSTONE 

Olympic track cycling 
superstar Sir Chris Hoy, MBE 
will be looking to add to his 





KATHARINE 

HOUSE 

HOSPICE 


Superheroes warned for our Midnight Walk! 

,'^^^Saturday 7 July 2018^7 

*<^ S trat»nfromlO. 3 0 pm at 

\ Brand new 10 mile or 6 mile route. 


Dress up as a Superhero or remember your 
awn personal hero to raise money for people 
facing life-limiting illness in our community! 

Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight 

r _ jr - — i ; Reg Chcniy No 297099 


Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Enjoy magical summer walks amongst the beautiful wildfiowers 
Browse our fantastic range of plants, gardening supplies and 
gifts and soak up the sun from the deck of the Garden Terrace 
Cafe. A perfect day out for all the family - dog friendly too! 



Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GL56 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretum@batsfordfoundation.co.uk 

www.batsarb.co.uk 
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Visit one of our branches or go online at www.johnnichoilstrade.co.uk 

jjjp U HHPnc*- . m.* 1 
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FOUR SHfRES EVENT 
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I.' Jeremy Wiffon 
and Mike Tindall: 

2: John Playfair 
and Pru Leith: 3: 
Tony Baldry: 4: 

Ann Smfth £ Mike 
Tindall: 5: Jonathan 
and Jane Williams: 
6: Rebecca and 
Duncan Lync/i- 
Jmith; 7: John and 
Lindy Pedigree; 

8: Julia and John 
Colegrave, Tony 
Baldry ; Jasper 
Marsh: 9: Mike 
Tindall: 10: Mark 
Venner r Stacey 
Shaw, Sfepfi 
Sirflivan, Emma 
Benneff; MrAfary 
and PMflp Brodey; 
12: Paul Cook and 
Bee Fetch: J3: 
Fou/ine and Martin 
Fiennes. Sebastian 
and Victoria Prentis: 
14: Monty and 
Alison Monfanaro 





katharme 
house hospice 
aala dinner 




A gala dinner and auction has raised 
over £30,000 far the Katharine House 
Hospice. 

Amongst those attending were 
celebrity chef Prue Leith as welt as 
Tony Baldry and Lord Heseltine, both 
patrons of the hospice. 

Guests enjoyed some wonderful 
speeches including one by Mike 
Tindall the world cup winning rugby 
player. 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 



Anghctrad Orchard, Chief 
Executive, Katharine House Hospice 
commented: 'The evening was a 
great success and raked a fantastic 
£31,000 to support our work with 
peop/e facing tife-Hmiting illness in 
our community , 

ft costs £4 million to provide our 
serWces every year, and three- 
quarters of that fund/'ng comes from 
local people, businesses, trusts and 
foundations. The funds raised at the 
Gala Dinner will ens ure that we Ye 
abfe to provide specialist end of life 
care to peopfe in their homes , at our 
hospice and in the hospital. ft will also 
help us support families both before 
and after a foved one has died. 

We'd /ike to say a very big thank 
you to everyone who came to the 
ga/a, placed bids on auction items 
or donated, and to those who hetped 
make the event such a fantastic 
evening.” 





15: lord Heseltine: 

16: Emma Bennett, Beck 
Chambers, Stacy Shaw , 
Kirsten Mansfield: 17: 
Mike Tindall and Gait 
Seward: 18: Julian and 
Caroline Chamberlain: 
19: Julian Bremner- 
Smifh , Jemm Pofsfone, 
Jeny Hanks. Clare 
Robinson, Janice 
Bucket!: 20: Karen and 
Roger Woo dbridge: 

2J: Kirsty Leahy: 22: 
Maggie War rail, Simon 
Keeping ond Jenny 
Sfarey: 23: Mark Fisher 
Beards Jo Bason ond 
Jess Hilt: 24: Matt 
Sullivan: 25: Won da 
Stewart, Lee Neill 
Brodey, Catherine RoM; 
26: Chris Higgins and 
Mike Tindall: 27: Jeremy 
Wilton and Alike findaff 
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VIRTU At REALITY 
WORKSHOP 

earrbufy Museum, Casf/e 
Quoy Shopping Centre , 
Banbury, 7sf June, from 
70.30om 

Virtual reality takes you to 
created, creative spaces. 
The Immersion of VR 
[virtual reality) delivers a 
completely new medium 
for communication, 
expression and storytelling. 

The session is provided by 
Studio Prime, a creative 
collaboration between 
Rlayko, and Space Studio 
Banbury. This event will run 
in hour long sessions, with 
10 people per session. £4 
suitable for ages 12 and 
over. 

www, banburym useum. org 



RUMPELST1LTSKIN 

Oxford Playhouse, 
Beaumont Street , 
Oxford OX l 2LW, 
lst-2nd June, 7 pm- 
9pm fbotfom Jeff) 

baJfefLORENPs 
award-winning 
team who brought 
you Rapunief 
and Snow 
White are back 
with the beloved tale 
Rump efsffifs kin, directed 
by Liv Lorent and retold by 
Poet Laureate Caro! Ann 
Duffy. Pull of action and 
humour this emotionally 
rich fairytale is set in the 
rural world of sheep, 
straw, wool and spinning 
where the alchemist, 
Rumpelstiltskin, is an 
outcast until he is revealed 
to be “the true prince that 
he was," 

w w w. ox fordplayh o use, com 



JAMIE FELTON 

Wine Vaults, Parsons Street 
Banbury OXI6 SLW, 2nd 
June, 9,30pm-72am 

Back by popular demand 
with hits old and new. Entry 
to this event is free! 

Call 01295 261281. 

MUSIC AT WINDMILL HILL: 
FLUTE & HARP CONCERT 

Waddesdon Manor, 
Waddesdon HP 78 OJH, 2nd 
June, 7.20pm 

Memorable musical 
concerts in the spectacular 
setting of Windmill Hill at 
Waddesdon. Anna Noakes 
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[flute), Gabrielta DaH'Olio 
: [harp), Roger Chase 
(viola). Regulars Anna and 
Gabriella are back for a 
fourth consecutive year. 
This attractive summer 
programme will include a 
trio repertoire by Debussy 
: and Bax. 

www. waddesdon .org. ufc 


Warwick Poppies. There is 
no charge and all materials 
are provided. This event is 
suitable for beginners and 
professionals alike. 

w w w. warwic kpopp/es. org. ufc 






NICK HAYNES* 'THE 
52 NO AND THE ROUT 


: WARWICK THAI FESTIVAL 

Warwick Racecourse 
CV34 6HN, 2nd- 3rd June, 
I0am-7pm 

Treat yourself to a weekend 
; wonder with a touch of 
Thai culture, where you 
: can challenge your taste 
buds and feast your eyes 
on world class food and 
performances, Unwind with 
a traditional Thai massage 
and don’t miss the unique 
eating competition and 
Muay Thai boxing. 

www.magfcoffhajfand.ca. uk 

j WARWICK POPPIES 

Market Square Museum, 

6fh June, 7.30pm-3.30pm 

Everyone is welcome 
to drop into the Market 
Square Museum in Warwick 
; to ‘Make a Poppy for 


OF NAPOLEON S 
IMPERIAL GUARD AT 
WATERLOO' 

So/d/ers of Oxfordshire 
Museum, Woodsfocfc, 

0X20 tSN , 7th June, 7pm- 
8pm 

Of the many controversies 
arising from the Battle of 
Waterloo, that surrounding 
the role of the 52nd in the 









































OUT AND ABOUT 


rout of Napoleon's Imperial 
Guard in the last stages of 
the battle remains one of 
the most hotty-debated. 
The presentation will be 
illustrated throughout. 
Painting by Christa Hook, 
used by kind permission of 
Hugh Dumas. 

ROMEO AND JULIET 

The Mill Arts Centre , 
Bembury, 3fh June, 7\3Gpm- 
9.30pm (above right) 

The Han die Sards are 
the world's first cycling 
theatre company. Before 
touring their "seriously silly 1 ' 
production of Romeo and 
Ju/fef around the world, 
they pedalled it 1500 miles 
around the UK by bicycle, 
with all the necessary set, 
props and costume in tow. 
Now, the show is back by 
popular demand - and, in 
usual HandleBards style, 
you can expect riotous 
amounts of energy, a fair 
old whack of chaos, and 



a great deal of laughter. 
Tickets: £15 (£13 cones). 


i BANBURY AND DISTRICT 
i SHOW 


TWO CASTLES RON 

Warwick Casfle CV34 4BJ, 
tOfh June, 9am 

The Two Castles Run is 
organised by the Rotary 
Club of Kenilworth and 
Leamington Cycling and 
Athletic Club, entirely by 
unpaid volunteers, with all 
proceeds being donated 
to charitable causes. 
Participants will run from 
Warwick to Kenilworth 
Castle. Spectating is a must 
for this event. 

www.t wo c as f Jesrun. org. uk 


www Ah em iltartsce nire.co.uk 

\ BITTEN STREET 

Oxford Casf/e Quarter , New 
Road, Oxford OXI lAY, 

9fh June, )0om-4pm 

: A pick and mix day of street 
: food. Bitten Bar and music. 
There will also be brilliant 
local produce, crafts and 
' community stalls. This is like 
; a mini Oxford Food & Drink 
: FeshVaJ every month! 


Spicebatt Park , 
Banbury , IQfhJune, 
throughout the day 

Two fields packed 
with family fun 
and entertainment 
including a funfair, 
inflafables, food 
and drink, arena 
entertainments and 
a dog show and 
beer tent. 



Helping you 
make the move 

Competitive fixed fee 
conveyandng 


mi 

hirs 

'IM HA mV JUT 









m-Fmrrs 


T 01295 204000 


E conveyandng@se-law.co.uk spratt endicott 


www. se- la w.co. uk 


SOLICITORS 


BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


BICESTER 


BUCKINGHAM 



NEW SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP 

NOW OPEN 


51 Parsons Street - Banbury - OX16 5NB 
iv w iv. wat iTTuans gold smiths, ru.uk - infof^walermansf'tjld smiths, ai.uk 

01295 269 210 
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PICK OF THE 
MONTH 

THE WOMEN S CYCLING 
TOUR 

Across Warw/cfeshfre, 

June 

Warwickshire will be 
hosting Stage 3 of the 
Tour this year. Elite cyclists 
such as Lizzie Delgnan 
(formally Armistead) and 
reigning Women’s Tour 
champion Lisa Brennauer, 
will be racing the roads of 
the county once again! 

The pelofon will ride 
through Kenilworth 


and Warwick town 
centres, before 
climbing to the highest 
points in Warwickshire, 
through Burton Dassett 
Country Park, Edge H1IL 
Shipston-on-Stour and 
Wellesbourne, finishing in 
Royal Leamington Spa. 

With a substantial 
amount of climbing in 
the south of the county, 
the Warwickshire stage is 
sure to be a good early 
indicator of who could 
win the Yellow Jersey! 

www.womenstour.co.uk/ 

stages/stage-3 


NOCTURNE LIVE RETURNS 
THIS MONTH 

14th-17th June 

Noel Gallagher's High flying 
Birds, Nile Rodgers and 
CHIC , Gary Barlow and a 
triple bill of Elvis Costello , 

The Waferboys and Mck 
Lowe are confirmed to 
headline this year's 
Nocturne Live concert series, 
which returns to Blenheim 
Palace in Oxfordshire 
this summer. The star line¬ 
up will perform at the 
10,000-capacity Great 
Court, featuring an array of 
support acts including Soi/f 
II Soul ME Robots , The Coral 
and Rumer, Tickets: £40 
from www.nocturnelive.com 




BRITISH FOOD FESTIVAL 

Stem or Pork, Henfey-on- 
rhamesRG9 6HF, I6ih-t7th 
June , \0am-4pm 

Mary Berry CBE, will headline 
Stonor Park’s first Food 
Festival and will be available 
for book signings followed 
by a G&A session that's 
guaranteed to inspire even 
the most accomplished 
baker. There will be national 
food and drink exhibitors 
and plenty of tasfings and 
shopping. 

www.sfonor.corr) 




Cattle Quay 

SHOPPING - 


Find the perfect outfit 
for every celebration with 
our huge range of flawless 
occasion wear 


Find what you’re looking 
for at Castle Quay 

#CrossedOffYourList 

mm 

www.castlequay.co.uk 
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RALPH McTELL AND WfZZ 
JONES 

The North WaII Arts Centre, 
South Parade, Summertown 
0X2 7JN, 20th June , 7.20pm 

In Summer 2016, Ralph 
McTell and Wizz Janes 
released their first recording 
together after a 50 year 
musical friendship, aptly 
titled About Time. They had 
such a great time playing 
and performing together, 
they decided to go back 
into the studio. The result is 
About fime Too, released 
November 2017 - this show 
will include songs from this 
album. 

w w w, t h en orth wal f. c om 


ELEANOR COLVILLE: 
GOOGLE ME 

Oid fire Station, Oxford 
OKI 2AQ, 22nd June, 7pm- 
7.55pm 

Following sell out runs at 
Offbeat 2017, Edinburgh 
Fringe and The Vaults, 
character comedian 
Eleanor Colville returns 
with her brand new one- 


woman show: Google Me. 
Join her as she browses 
through browsers and 
searches histories for an 
hour of characters, sketches 
and some real dark-web 
material, 

in fo@oldftrestation.org.uk 


PEG IN THE GALLERY 

Burton Toy/or Studio, 
Beaumont Street, Oxford 
OXI 21 W, 23rd June, 
I0.3Dom-I L20om 

Little Bob hos a new job in 
a seaside art galtery but 
he's forgotten the artwork 
and the show must open 
today. Can you help Bob fill 
the gallery with wonderful 
new work in time to impress 
Peg who is inspecting the 


BEST OF BRITISH 
BARBERSHOP 


gallery? Starring Camilla 
Crayon and Fiona Fish-finger. ; 

boxofficeSoxfordplayhouse. ; 
com 

THE SPIRIT OF ELVIS IN 
CONCERT STARRING 
GORDON HENDRICKS 

Royat Spa 
Centre, Royat 
Leamington 
Spa, 23rd June, 
?.30pm 

This show 
will take you 
through some 
beautiful ballads 
and gospel 
songs, presented with an 
intimacy that leaves the 
audience in raptures. You 
will hear many favourites like 
In the Ghetto , Pocket Fuit of 
Rainbows, If l Can Dream, 

Uttie Sister, Return to Sender , ; 
and many more in a full 75 
minutes of pure Elvis joy. 

www.warwickdc.gov.uk/ 
royalspocentre : 


MILCOMBE FETE 


J6fh June, 2pm-Ifpm 

Mitcombe’s annual fete will 
take place on 16th June from 
2pm-l 1 pm in the field next to 
Paradise Lane. 


The event will include live music including Under The 
Covers, a bar, African drumming workshop, BBG, pizza 
van, Gin spot, tea, coffee and cakes. 

There will also be a Scarecrow competition, fire 
engine, police car show, dog show plus plenty of 
wonderful stalls to enjoy. For more information contact 
milcombecommunity@o utlook.com 


King's Sutton Parish Church, 
Banbury 0X17 3RJ f 23rd 
June, 7pm-9.30pm 


Hallmark of Harmony from 
Sheffield ore joined by 
local chorus 5Ways and 
guest quartet The Emerald 
Guard in a joyful celebration 
of Haffmarfc's 40 years of 
singing. Expect fun, laughter 
and a mix of soul, swing, 
show tunes and barbershop. 
£10, children free. Call 01295 
810967. 


THE BUCKINGHAM CYCLE 
SPORTIVE 

The Buckingham School, 
London Road, Buckingham 
MtCJB 1AL 24th June, Bam- 
J2pm 

The Buckingham is one not 
to be missed! Roll aiong 
quiet country lanes, through 
picturesque villages with 
some early season climbs. 
Dust off your bike and get 
your cycling started, by 
trying either the SHORT [40 
Miles) or STANDARD [60 
Miles) course. Email: info® 
p urplepa tchrun ning.c om 
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BOOKS 



When hearing matters... 

call 01295 255131 


FREE HEARING 
CONSULTATIONS 

FREE 

HOME VISITS 

FULLY 

INDEPENDENT 

all brands 
of hearing aids 
available 

EXTENSIVE 
RANGE 

from basic 
to premium 

COMPLETE § 
AFTERCARE 
SERVICE 

MICRO-SUCTION 
EARWAX 
REMOVAL 

CLINICS IN 
BANBURY Ijj 
& WITNEY * 


Keith Donaghy n A 

hearin g careA AAAAAAJ \f\j WlAAAAAAAAAA 


www.soundhearing.co.uk 

/^Cioex'^\ ^ Longdate Gate, Witney GX26 6EV 

] 3 White Lion Walk. Banbury 0X16 5UD I NCDC 

[ APPROVED 1 J I J 

DI5FE iSINC 

L 


14 Langdale Gate, Witney 0X28 bELY 
3 White Lion Walk. Banbury 0X16 5UD 

kd bea ri ngc a re @gmai I. com 
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ADRIAN SHOOTER, A LIFE IN 
ENGINEERING AND RAILWAYS 

by Adrian Shooter 
ISBN: 9781473893191 

Four Shires' resident Adrian Shooter spent 
a life working as a railway executive and 
back in 2006 Four Shires magazine visited 
his home,, where he had a working narrow 
gauge railway set up in the his garden! 


ADRIAN 

SHOOTER 


* 
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His recently released book Adrian Shooter, o life in 
engineering and railways tells the tale of a smasl boy from 
Surrey who had a fascination with anything on wheels. 

He read a lot about railways and was excited by the 
innovations of our nineteenth-century predecessors. When 
the Seeching report came out in 1 963, he decided that he 
wanted to be a part of the new order and help bring back 
some of that excitement. 



In the book he describes his 
upbringing and paints a picture 
of the 'greyness 1 of the 1950s 
and then takes the reader on 
a voyage of discovery into 
the world of 1960s engineering 
before he joined British Railway 
in 1 970. 

The view from the inside presents 
readers with a whole new 
picture of what was really going 
an within British Rail at various 
levels. Much that is reported has 
never before been published, 
and the reasons for many 
decisions on previously opaque 
matters are explained. 


The author was cautioned by 

his school careers master to be wary of saying what he really 
thought. It seems that this piece of advice was not been 


heeded. 


Adrian joined British Railways as an Engineering Management 
Trainee in 1 970. After 12 years managing various 
maintenance organisations, including helping to launch the 
HST service on the East Coast Mainline, he ran the first 'driver 
only' passenger line In the UK. A spell running BR’s express 
parcels company. 

Red Stan was 
followed by leading 
the creation of the 
Train Operator, Rail 
Express Systems, 

This gained 
Adrian excellent 
experience, which 
helped when he 
led a management 
buyout of Chiltern 
Railways, which 
went on to 
be one of the 
most successful 
train operating 
companies,. 

In 'retirement 5 he is 
still active in the Rail 
Industry, 
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INTERSTATE, 
HITCHHIKING 
THROUGH THE STATE 
OF A NATION 

from time to time I 
choose a non fiction 
title for my book 
groups and lost 
month we discussed 
Interstate, Hitchhiking 
through the State of 
a Natron by Julian 
Sayerer. There was 
certainly a lot of 
material to discuss. 
The book is an 
account of the trip, 
hitchhiking and by 
Greyhound bus that 
Sayerer undertook 
from New York to 
San Francisco. Not so 
much a travelogue 
listing the beauties 
of the countryside, 
although he certainly 
points out a couple 
of places to avoid, 
this Is more about 
the people he meets, 
the generosity of 
strangers, and some 
who are hostile! 

He comments 
on the hardships 
that he witnesses 


and the lifestyle 
of the truckers. A 
very interesting 
commentary on life 
In contemporary USA. 
£8.99 

RESERVOIR 13 

Another book group 
choice is Reservoir 
13 by Jon McGregor. 
This is a very subtle 
unusual novel in 
that it follows the 
life of a village and 
its inhabitants In the 
ten years following 
the disappearance 
of a young girl, full 
of poignant and 
witty observations 
we gradually get to 
know many of the 
locals but only in 
snatches, a word or 
two here, a snippet 
of gossip or whiff of 
a scandal, much 
as if we were living 
amongst them. 

This book won the 
2017 Costa Prize for 
best novel and was 
ionglisted for the 
Booker Prize. £8.99 


Christine 
Bridger of Old 
Hail Bookshop 
in Brackley 
chooses her best 
reads 




At 


HE LANGUA 

OF KINDNES 




A Nurse's Story 

* CHRISTIE 

watson 


LA NY 

LA NY by Jeffrey 
Milstein and Jay 
Maisel Is one of my 
favourites at the 
moment, it's a book 
of aerial photography 
creating a dazzling 
visual tale of two 
iconic cities. There 
are many shots 
of residential, 
recreational and 
industrial areas 
showing astonishing 
detail and colour. 

For the quality and 
quantity of full page 
photographs I think 
this book is very 
good value at £19.95 

SECRETS OF THE 
MOUNTAIN 

A very pretty book for 
children now. Secrets 
of the Mountain by 
Libby Walden and 
Richard Jones has 
beautiful illustrations 
and tells children 
about the wildlife on 
a mountain os we 
move through the 
day and the seasons. 
£11.99 


THE LANGUAGE 
OF KINDNESS, A 
NURSE'S STORY 

Christie Watson has 
written The Language 
of Kindness , A 
Nurse's Story. I heard 
her speak about 
this book, she felt 
we have recently 
been treated to 
fascinating memoirs 
from brain surgeons 
and heart surgeons 
although few of 
us wilt ever need 
their professional 
assistance 
personally. Nearly 
ait of us wilt be or 
have been nursed 
and the quality of the 
nursing care that is 
experienced by us, 
or those dear to us, is 
what we remember 
most. This is a very 
moving and beautiful 
book. £14.99 


room 



BOOK TOWNS: 
FORTY FIVE 
PARADISES OF THE 
PRINTED WORD 

Book Towns; Forty 
Five Paradises of the 
Printed Word by Alex 
Johnson is a lovely 
tittle book about 
the book towns, 
like Hay on Wye, 
that are alt over the 
world. A travelogue 
of sorts, there are 
photographs of 
the shops and their 
environments plus 
writing about the 
book sellers and 
their customers. An 
unusual gift for your 
bookish friends. 
£14.99 

Lastly, we have a she/f 
of French language 
fiction and non fiction 
in the shop. There are 
some classics and 
recent fiction, either 
French originals or Jifles 
translated into French. 
Came and have a took. 
Let us know what you 
want to read in French 
and we wifi fry and 
source the book for you. 
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Truly a care home 
with a difference... 


Outstanding in every Confidence and 
area... complete care... 


What difference does it make 
when a nursing home has been 
rated outstanding in all five 
inspection areas by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC)? 

The difference is having complete 
peace of mind. It is also having 
complete confidence. You know you 
or your loved ones are staying in a 
place where every aspect of care is, 
quite simply, outstanding. 

For some, the idea of moving into 
a care home is full of worrying 
feelings. The loss of independence, 
the moving away from familiar 
surroundings, perhaps the concern 
of losing contact with friends and 
family — all may combine to create 
a fear of taking a step into die 
unknown. It doesn’t have to be like 
that. 


A CQC inspection radng of 
outstanding in every area helps to 
allay all these fears, because you 
know an independent, rigorous 
procedure has checked every aspect 
of care for you, and found it to he 
outstanding in all respects. There are 
no unknown qualities to the care, it 
is all of the highest standard. 

Our spacious, purpose built 
environment, central yet rural 
location and most importandy, 24 
hour attention from qualified nursing 
and care staff assure you of the best 
possible experience. 


At Godswell Park your stay will be 
like visiting a plush hotel, with as 
much or as little involvement from 
our staff as you wish. We provide 
the discreet and sensitive support, 
security, respect and dignity that is 
everyone’s right should the time come 
to move into a care environment. 


Each of our staff members is 
dedicated to enhancing the quality 
of life of our residents, whether it be 
providing the nursing and personal 
care that is individually tailored to 
each resident’s needs, ensuring die 
building is kept spotlessly clean, 
offering a spectacular menu at 
mealtimes or maintaining our eight 
acres of grounds where residents and 
their friends can enjoy a walk in a 
delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say these 
words, but Godswell Park has a 
proven track record amongst the 
18,000 care homes registered with the 
CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such 
high standards. 


For further information , to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to info@godswellpark.co. uk 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswellpark.co.uk 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLOXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE OX15 4ES 















GODSWELL PARK 

Godswell Park is the first standalone general nursing 
home solely for older people in England out of the 
18,000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 
outstanding in all five inspection areas. 


Care Quality Commission Ratings. 


Is the service safe? 

Is the service effective? 
Is the service caring? 

Is the service responsive? 
Is the service well-led? 


" The service was exceptionally safe * ” 

“The service was highly effective. iJ 
“The service was exceedingly caring , ” 
“The service was exceptionally responsive, 
“The service was extremely well-led* ” 


OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 


“The environment was clean, beautifully decorated and had 
stunning well-kept and accessible gardens. There was a tranquil 
warm and welcoming atmosphere throughout, We saw that people 
were relaxed and staff demonstrated an exceptionally caring 

attitude. 

People's needs were met by staff that had the right competencies, 
knowledge, qualifications, skills, experience, attitudes and 
behaviour. We saw all staff at the home demonstrated kindness, 

respect, compassion and dignity. ” 











ARTS AND ANTIQUES 




sle of Man Photographer Mark 
Boyd recently moved to the Four 
Shires and has drawn inspiration 
from his new home for some 
stunning photography. 

Mark started taking pictures 
whilst following another hobby, 
angling, and following a series of 
successful exhibitions he decided to 
concentrate more fully on his skills. 

He now covers weddings, events 
and portraiture work as well 
as commissions for film and tv 
production sets, working alongside 
the likes of Ben Fogle and Ray Mears. 

Mark has found himself working 
between 'The Shire' and 'The Rock 1 
drawing inspiration from both 
locations. 



from fop: Dali Sheep r 
Denali Reserve. Alaska: 
Sky on Fire , Peet CosNe. 

life of Mon: Nepalese 
Soy, Tala Dungoswor for 
West Nepal: Icelandic 
Light Show 

far right: They Danced... 
Garden Photographer of 
Ttie Year FirraJisf 2015 
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Mark's winters are spent travelling, 
adventuring and exploring. 

Many opportunities have arisen 
from these adventures including 
a five day trip to photograph wild 
orangutans in Borneo, tiger tracking 
in west Nepal shooting the Northern 
Lights in Iceland and travelting and 
photographing in the South of France 
for three weeks bringing together 
a portfolio of images for a US 
photography tour company. 

During 2015 an image of a pair of 
poppies in a wheat field outside 
Banbury was selected as a finalist in 
International Garden Photographer 
of the Year and during 2014 a series 
of images captured whilst venturing 
through Alaska on a borrowed bicycle 
were shortlisted in the international 
Travel Photographer of the Year 
competition. Then, during 2016 and 
2017 further images captured in 
Myanmar, Nepal and India were 
shortlisted and then selected for print 
by Outdoor Photographer of the Year 
judges and can now be enjoyed as 
hard back editions. 

Mark commented: tl My style uses 
naturally dramatic light . The moment 
the shutter closes t have captured 
a split second or indeed number of 
seconds never to be repeated again. 
Be it a landscape or a wedding shoot 
the same ru/es apply , it's of/ about 
the transformation of light Land 
is stationary, but the planet upon 
which the land lies is not, therefore 
my source of natural tight always 
appears to be shifting.... This single 
unchangeable fact wit/ be the main 
influence upon any image t capture. 
www.mblmagery.co.uk 



Go/opogos Ffcfterman (left): The Bench Breaker, a summer sform (below) 





above: Beard- 
Bfossom 

Jeff: The 
Shoemaker 
of Los Llanos, 
Venezuela 

far left: The 
Golden Globes , 
spotted on 
Roraima 
trail South 
Venezuela 
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OXFOROSHlRF 

aitT 

WEEKS 




The 36th Oxfordshire Artweeks festival was blessed with some of the best 
weather many can remember In May and the quality of the artwork on display 
reflected that brilliance. 


Studios and homes featuring art were open across Oxfordshire from Faringdon 
in the south of the county through Oxford to Banbury In the north of the county. 


I: Sculpture by Vital Reefers 
2: Barbara Harrison Caban with her artworks 
3: Alexandra Buckle and her illustrations 
4; Oxfordshire Library Needlework: Ann 
Lowe and Elaine Longer of Oxford Tex trie 
Artists wrfft work by Maureen Ergenell at the 
Oxfordshire Museum In Woodstock 
5: Sculptor Annie Savage with a piece from 
the sculpture group selection 
6: Carlos Caban and paintings 
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7: Example of Vital Peelers' 
glass work 

8: Kassandra Isaacson and her 
paintings 

9: Fleur Enso and her ceramics 
JO; Bicester sci/Jp/ure park 
11: Wfaf Peefers' glassware 
12: Vital Peelers 

13: David Hoote with paintings by 
Abigail Saisof 

14: Bicester sculptor's Annie 
Savage and David Brown 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 



WARWICKSHIRE OPEN 
STUDIOS 

Worw/ckshrVe, various 
locations and times, ?6th 
June-Isf July (above) 

Since 2002, Warwickshire 
Open Studios has grown 
to become the county's 
biggest annual exhibition 
of visual art with over 270 
artists in 138 venues in and 
around Leamington Spa, 
Warwick, Stratford-upon- 
Avon, Kenilworth, Rugby, 
Evesham, Shipston-on- 
Stour and Coventry. From 
painting, photography and 
printmaking to ceramics, 
glass and textiles, there's 
lots on offer for every taste 
and budget. 

Entry is free to all venues. 
You can chat to the artists 
and find out more about 
their craft, with many 
offering demonstrations 
and workshops. What's 
more, there will be lots of 
unique and original art for 
sale. It's all commission 
free, so it's cheaper for you 
to buy. 

www. warwickshkeopen 
studios.org 

LAURA WALKER 

The MHi Arts Centre 
Barrbury, 4th June-2od July 
(above right) 

Laura Walker is a 
photographer from 
Adderbury, Oxfordshire. 
Laura focuses on 





traditional photography 
printing processes such as 
cyanotypes, chemigrams, 
Van Dyke brown and silver 
gelatine. This exhibition will 
display a variety of work 
that Laura has created 
using not only these 
processes but a selection 
of traditional cameras as 
well. Such as the KODAK 
Box Brownie, Wista 5x4 and 
a medium format camera. 

w w w, f h em Wort see n t re. c o. uk 

ARTISTS UNDER FIRE 

Banbury Museum, Casf/e 
Quay Shopping Centre, 
Banbury, 23rd June- 14th 
July, IQam-Spm (above 
right) 

As we approach the 
centenary of the end of 
the First World War this 
exhibition showcases 
a range of rarefy seen 
prints, drawings and 


watercolours from the 
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standards of contemporary 
design and workmanship 
in ail aspects of this unique 
and exciting medium. 

UK based, the BSOE has 
international connections 
and offers exhibition 
opportunities, bursaries, an 
online gallery, workshops 
and events for its members. 
Original works in the 
exhibition are available to 
purchase. 

www.78derngQte.org.uk 


Ashmolean Museum's Print 
Room collection. Dramatic 
depictions of action on 
the front line contrasted 
with scenes of life on the 
home front reveal the 
effects of the First World 
War on soldiers and civilians 
alike, as seen through the 
eyes of contemporary 
artists. The wide-ranging 
selection includes work 
by eight official British War 
Artists, such as Augustus 
John, Frank Brangwynn, 

Eric Kennington and 
Christopher Nevinson. The 
exhibition shows how they 
and others responded with 
astonishing creativity to the 
horrors of The Great War, 

Exhibition Organised by 
the Ashmolean Museum, 
University of Oxford. 

ENAMELLING TODAY 

78 Derogate , 82 Derogate , 
Northampton NNI I OH, until 
1st July (right) 

The British Society 
of Enamellers has a 
broad membership, 
encompassing levels of 
expertise from enamel 
students to professional 
level enamellers. Their aim 
is to promote the highest 



RURAL RUGBY 

Rugby Art Gallery and 
Museum, Little E/borow 
Street, Rugby, untit 1st 
September , various times 
and dates, please check 
before visiting (above) 

This is a display featuring 
a small number of objects 
from the museum's social 
history collection reflecting 
rural life in the borough. 

The display will include 
farm tools on loan from 
Marton Museum of Country 
Bygones. 

www.rugby.gov.uk 
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CURATOR'S CHOICE 

Buckf/igham County 
Museum, Aylesbury 
HP2 0 2QP, until 23rd June 
(above) 

The collections team have 
chosen their favourite 
things from the museum 
collections. The museum 
collections are divided 
into four main groups: 

Art, Archaeology, Social 
History and Natural History 
and each group is looked 
after by one of the team. 
Come and discover what 
they have chosen and their 
reasons for choosing them. 
Entry by donation. 

www. bucfcsco ur\ tym useum. 
org 



THE GARDEN, ANNUAL 
SUMMER EXHIBITION 

Sarah Wiseman Gallery, 40 
■* 41 South Parade, Oxford 
0X2 7JL (above) 

This is a group exhibition 
which explores the 


enduring influence of 
horticulture and gardening 
on visual art, including 
works by Sarah Spackman, 
who regularly makes 
paintings of her allotment 
produce. There will also be 
a new series of paintings 
by Alison Pullen, who will 
be working with Chelsea 
Physic Garden and Kew, 
painting on location in their 
glass houses and gardens. 

www.wJsegai.com 



THE TALE OF PRINCE 
VES5ANTARA 

Ashmoelaort Museum, 
Oxford , unfit 9th September 
(above) 

The Buddha is believed 
to have had many lives 
before being born as 
Siddhartha Gautama. 
Stories of his past lives are 
known asjatakas (‘birth 
stories'). They play an 
important role in teaching 
Buddhist values. The 
Vessantara Jataka is the 
last and most popular of 
the jataka tales. Here the 
Buddha was born as Prince 


Vessantara of the Sivi 
Kingdom, a very generous 
man who gave away 
everything, including his 
wife and children, to help 
others. This display, drawn 
from the Ashmolean's 
own collection, 
highlights a selection of 
Burmese and Sri Lankan 
drawings, paintings and 
woodcarvings of the story 
dating to the 19th century. 
www.ashmolean.org 

A ROAD THROUGH 
HISTORY 

Towcester Museum, WMe 
Horse Yard, J 63-t65 Watting 
Street Towcester NNJ 2 6BU, 
continuing (right) 

These three interactive 
exhibitions sponsored 
by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund take you on a 
‘journey through time' 
spanning 5,000 years of 
Towcester's history. Watling 
Street has played a major 
role in the development 


of Towcester and has 
served as a highway for 
military settlements, an 
‘international border’ and 
a major coaching route. 

At these exhibitions you 
will gain appreciation of 
the experiences of people 
who lived in Towcester and 
understand how the town 
developed and evolved 
over the centuries. 

w w wdo w c es term use um . 

CO. ufc 
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with BARRY WHITE HO USE 
of THE ARTERY 

Parson's Street, Banbury 
www.thearteryonline.co.uk 


HOLIDAY ART ESSENTIALS KIT 

As holiday season approaches and 
the warmer weather arrives it offers 
opportunities to visit the many historic 
sites we are lucky to have in the area, 

I like to take an 'arts essentials' grab 
bag with me. It includes: 

A pocket sized sketch book. A6 size 
is best, and an all media cartridge 
paper - around ISOgsm in weight. 

A wafer soluble black pen 
A waterbrush (a hollow plastic¬ 
brush that is filled with water) 

A small swatch of watercolour 
paper with pre-coloured palette of 
watercolour pencils in red, yellow, 
blue, brown, green, black, [scribble 
the colours on the paper and use 
with the waferbrush to make paint). 
Or a small watercolour palette. 

A 2B pencil. This is a great all-round 
pencil for sketching and shading, 

A putty eraser 

A small glue stick in case you wish 
to stick in any memories of your 
travels to help with your art work. 
Tickets or leaves for example. 

A travel tin to store everything. 

Keeping your materials to a minimum 
to cut down on weight - you are only 
making sketches after all. 

Try to sketch every day when you 
ore out - sitting in the cafe, resting 
under the shade of a tree - there is 
inspiration to be found everywhere. 
Use a camera or smart phone to 
take photographs to help aid your 
memory, but from experience I know 
that sketching something remains in 
your memory for much longer than 
just taking a photograph. 



ART SURGERY 

IN THE STUDIO WITH ARTIST 
ANGELA GAUGHAN 

Angela Gaughan is a Welsh born 
artist who is now living in Tamworth. 
She works in a variety of mediums 
and is probably best known for her 
portraits and wildlife studies although 
she has previously undertaken 
commissions on a wide variety of 
subjects. Angela has reached a 
wide audience through her work 
for Derwent Pencils. She regularly 
appears at shows and exhibitions and 
has also demonstrated her pencil 
techniques on television, 

I worked with Angela many years ago 
so it was lovely to get the chance 
for a catch up. Angela will also be 
attending Banbury ArtFest on June 
10th, so be sure to stop by her stand 
and see her stunning work. 

Where do you get your inspiration 
from? 

As I am an artist with varied interests, 

\ paint a broad range of subject 
matter. It is easy to draw inspiration 
from many different sources. I feel 
that fhe besf paintings tell a story and 
as such evoke emotional responses 
via visual media. 

My artwork is always inspired by 
the basic concepts of beauty and 
craftsmanship, both of which relate 
to classical art and unfortunately 
have been depreciated in the last 
few decades. One of my aims is to 



recover these concepts and bring 
them back to contemporary art. I 
think they are not only important, 
but so necessary for the human 
being. 

What medium do you work in and 
why? 

I work in acrylic for most of my 
paintings because of the speed in 
drying but sometimes I finish off in 
oils. 

How do you create your fabulous 
work? 

I usually start with a very detailed 
pencil drawing and complete a 
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tonal study (Grisaille), I 
then start to glaze with 
transparent colour when 
dry I paint in opaque 
highlights. 

What advice would you 
give to aspiring artists? 

My 5 tips are: 




1. Learn from the best!!! 

Study with people whose 
work you admire, you will 
progress faster. 

2. Paint or draw every day. 

I do 4 to 8 hours a day. 

3. Draw , draw and draw. 

Whatever kind of artist you 
want to be it's important to 
draw for at least 30 minutes 
a day. It improves your 
hand - eye coordination 
and helps you express your 
ideas faster and with more 
precision. 

4. Always carry a small 
skefcfi book, draw 
anything and everything 


from your imagination 
and what’s in front of you. 
Learn to squint, squinting 
helps you to see value and 
form and will guide you as 
to when to lose edges and 
define light and dark. 

B. Produce work fhaf is 
consistent m sfy/e, medium 
and scope. 

Galleries want to see 
consistency and be able 
to identify artists from 
their style, subject and 
approach. 

What's new for 2018? 

Further my exposure to 
the public and media by 




exhibiting further, 
hopefully in London. 

Take part in regular 
photo shoots with 
my husband Mike. 
Good reference 
material is of prime 
importance to me. 

Travel the world!! 




1788 


Throughout May to July, 
Mallams jewellery specialist, 
Louise Dennis fga dga, 
is available to give free, 
confidential valuations on 
any piece of jewellery you 
are considering selling at 
auction. 

For an appointment 
please contact: 

01865 241 358 

louise.dennis@mallams.co.uk 

www.mallams.co.uk 


BOCARDO HOUSE. ST. MICHAEL'S STREET. OXFORD 0X1 2EB 
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words: tina ediss 


J 


ane and 
same 


family snap-shots with 
Oxford back-drops 


sk people if they remember Jane 
Brrktn and Serge Gainsbourg and 
most will grin. Eyebrows will be raised 
and those prone to exchanging 
knowing winks could get very twitchy. 





If they don't remember, just play them the 
first few notes of the couple's most famous 
song and watch the recognition register on 
their faces. They will nod, smile (or perhaps 
tut) and say "Oh, THAT song!" 

It was the steamy hit record Je t’aime ...mol 
non plus (I love you...me neither) that made the 
couple famous in the UK in 1969. With its explicit 
lyrics and heavy breathing it was banned by 
the BBC, by the Pope and by many countries 
around the world-which meant inevitably, 
it became a huge international hit. In the 
Nineties, another generation would become 
familiar with the song when it was 
used in a TV advert for beer. 


I travelled to Calais (a very easy journey 
on Eurostar) for the opening of the new 
exhibition Jane and Serge, a family album 
which runs at the Museum of Fine Arts until 4th 
November. It's a collection of sixty private 
photographs taken by Jane’s brother Andrew 
between 1964 and 1979. 

Born in London on 14th December 1946, Jane 
began acting at 1 7. She married composer 
John Barry, famous for the James Bond film 


above: 

Jane Biikin at her 
bloipsy best, taken at 
Blenheim Palace 

above right: 
famously pictured In 
Woodstock with their 
TR6 
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right: 

Serge and Jane with 
friends at dinner 
In T969. Picture by 
Andrew Birkin 
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scores, and they had a daughter Kate who 
was born in 1967. The couple divorced in 
1968. 

Jane and Serge met while she was 
auditioning for Ihe film Slogan. At first she 
found him “condescending, ftomb/e, a 
mghfmare" but they became a couple and 
had a daughter Charlotte In 1971. Every 
twist and turn of their life was reported in 
the French media and followed eagerly by 
the public but by 1981 Jane could take no 
more of Serge's 'impossible" behaviour and 
left him. They remained close friends until his 
death In 1991. 

Jane's brother, screenwriter and film director 
Andrew B irk in, was born on 9th December 
1945 and began his career working with 
Stanley Kubrick on the film 2001: A Space 
Odyssey. He would often join Jane and 
Serge in France. They all loved being 
together and became a trio so Andrew was 
able to capture many images of family life. 

“For every picture \ took, " Andrew tells me, 
"there were ninety-nine / didn't take: i was 
too busy living in the moment." 

Jane and Andrew's early years were also 
extraordinary, their mother was actress Judy 
Campbell, Noel Coward's leading lady, and 
their father David was a commander in »> 


MINI-BAR 

jiiiburgers I 




left: 

pictured for 
a french 
magazine in 
1969 






















































above: 
the kiss in the car 

Right: 

Gainsbourg leads 
of his exploits in the 
newspaper 


the Royal Navy. Both were very eccentric. 
Serge adored them and they loved him from 
the start. 

Serge was born Lucien Ginzburg in Paris 
on 2nd April 1928 into a family of Russian 
emigrants. He had a melancholic side 
Andrew believes was due to his experience 
as a Jew in occupied France during the 


Second World War. In 1958 he changed 
his name to Serge because of his Russian 
origins and Gainsbourg in homage to the 
English painter. Always artistic, he loved to be 
controversial and confrontational - and to 
shock. 

Both Andrew and Jane were at the opening 
of the exhibition. It's organised in six sections 
named after songs written by Serge, including 
Je t K aime which he had originally penned for 
Brigitte Bardot [she was married to some-one 
else at the time - but that's another story.,.). 

The images capture shining youth and the 
excitement of the Sixties. They reflect family 
dinners and fun-filled days: in black and white 
or in colour they are full of affection, helloes 
and goodbyes, highs and lows and usually, 
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are mainly known for that song. However in 
France they will always be remembered as 
a beautiful iconic couple, huge in cultural 
circles, who lived life in the spotlight, their 
private lives part of their art. Serge's music 
was influential and he was France's most 
exported artist. Since his death from a heart 
attack at the age of 62, his work, and his fife, 
has taken on a legendary status. 

"The French know everything about him, 
explained Jane. u t wanted Eng/and to 
understand what Serge meant in France. He 
was an influential writer; he had a fantastic 
output of work. We witt never see his tike 
again." 

Now 71 years old, Jane Birkin OBE is still a very 
attractive woman, she wears no make-up 
and is cool and stylish in that effortless chic 
French way. She is still performing concerts 
all over the world, (no, she doesn't sing Je 
faime anymore). So what reactions to the 
photographs is she expecting? 

"/ think people wiii be surprised by the 
happiness, " she replied thoughtfully, "by the 
softness and simplicity." • 

above: 

posing tor a selfie, 60s style 
above right: 

on holiday in Normandy 


Museum of Fine Arts, 25 rue Richelieu - 
62100, Calais . Opening times; I pm to 6pm, 
except Mondays and pubtic holidays . For 
more information visit www.calais.fr . 

The exhibition runs unfit 4th November 2018. 


Furosfar fwww.eurosfar.com) offer departures 
from London St Pancras International to 
Calais-Frefhun from £29 one way. Journey 
time 55 minutes . 
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A record number of artists entered 
the 2018 annual Open Selected 
Exhibition at Middleton Cheney's 
Heseltfne Gallery - almost doubling 
the previous year's intake and 
attracting a capacity audience to the launch 
event. 

Lady Anne Heseltine, wife of co-founder Lord 
Michael Heselfine, presented the awards to 
the two category winners - 33-year-old Diana 
Davydova, of Bicester, whose Mountain 
Ash oil on canvas painting triumphed in the 
l 2D' category for hanging art, and 18-year- 
old Culworth student Tom Koster, whose 
bronze Double Twist sculpture took top place 
in the the '3D P category. 

Eighty-six artists, all living or working in a 
30-mile radius of the Archery Road gallery 
attached to Chenderit School, entered 
between one and three works for the show, 
compared with 44 entrants in 2017. 

One of the three selectors, Sarah Stoten, 
owner of Shipston's Stour Gallery, said: "it is 

wonderful the talent we have in this show from 
regional artists of oil ages* There are so many 
different art forms that there will be a need for 
even more categories in future. The task for us 
os selectors has been almost an impossible 
one, as we hove had to compare so many 
excellent but hugely different pieces." 

Event administrator Sue Carverhill, added: 

"We have been overwhe/med by the variety 
and quality of the entries this year. As a 
self-funded community gallery , ft's reaily 
important to us that we provide a platform 
to encourage up-and-coming ta/ent as well 
as share the work of established artists. The 
feedback has been exceptionally positive 
and we wouid like to thank all who Ve taken 
port ond our vital sponsors ." • 

by Chris Woodcock 

J: lody ffeseftine ond Diana Davydova. 2D winnner 
2: Claire Watson with Lord Heselfine and the 
photograph he bought 

3: Joe James ond Lady heselfine and the Dragon 
print she bought 

4: Stephen Woodcock with Sprocket (highly 
Commended) 

5: Lady Heseltine ond Tom Foster, grandparents of 
3D winner 

6: Sarah Stolen, selector 
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£39 FAMILY 

TICKET 


BOOK OMUNE 


Family Fun 

21 July to 2 September 

A summer of activities celebrating 
Land Rovers 70 th Birthday! 

* Land Rover Explorer Trail 

* Crafts & colouring 

* Family Explorer Tours 

* Outdoor play & picnic area 


Every Wednesday 
LIVE AiitoSdence Shows 

See website for more details 


Celebrating 

YEARS 


W: 

II II 9 


of Land Rover 


BRITISH 

MOTOR 

MUSEUM 


britishmotormuseum.eo.uk 

J12 M4Q . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 


Unforgettable 

experiences! 



Vintage 
Tiger Moth 
flights... 


..and aerobatics 


Tiger Moth Themed Tours: 

Down Eon Abbey Midsomer Murders Inspector Morse 
River T hames Ancient England English Civil War 
Railway Tour Aviation Heritage 


Gift vouchers available for: 

Tiger Moth lessons Aerobatic Experiences 


www fine sthou rex penences.co. uk 
info®* firies.thmirexperiencehi.dO.uk 

07415 735683 



FINEST HOUR 

EXPERIENCES 


LOI R SLIIRES JUNE 20 IB 
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to celebrate its 
milestone 70th year! 






C elebrating its milestone 70th year the 
Vintage Motor Cycle Club Banbury 
Run wilt once again be hosted at 
the British Motor Museum on Sunday 
17th June. Around 500 Veteran and Vintage 
motorcycles will ride out from the Museum 
on various circular routes. Regarded as the 
largest gathering of pre-1931 motorcycles 
and 3-wheelers in the world, the Banbury Run 
is geared towards those who enjoy the thrill 
of riding with other Vintage, Veteran and 
Pioneer bikes. 

In addition to the run, there will also be 
club and trade stands, over 100 autojumble 
pitches and special interest displays within the 
museum grounds. Camping is also available 
on the Saturday and Sunday night. 

The museum will be open from 9am - 5pm 
with the run beginning at 10am. Riders will 
start at five per minute. This year’s event is 
being supported by the Banbury Major who 
will be in attendance. Spectator tickets for 
the Run cost £8 in advance or £ 10 on the day 
for adults and concessions, children cost £8 
advance or £9 on the day. All tickets include 
entry to the museum and collections centre. 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


Wfcfcsfead Park 



It is a little over a month now until the children will break up 
from school for the summer. Finding them things to do and 
keeping their cries of 'We're bored' at bay will start! writes 
Cathy Black . 

Working parents will oFten only have one or two weeks of 
unspoilt time with their children, so will probably try to cram 
as many 'family fun 1 activities into 7-14 days as is humanly 
possible. Others may work term time and have to find 
things to do every day for the entirety of the holidays. 

Some of you may not have children and just be looking 
for something to enjoy with your friends or significant 
other. Whether you are flying solo or looking for 
somewhere to take your brood, here we have created 
an A-Z of things to do, both usual and some slightly more 
obscure that you could enjoy in the coming summer. 


Bowling: Can you get a 
strike?! Always a popular 
: activity, you won't have 
. trouble finding a bowling 
centre close to where you 
■ are. Many also offer various 
deals throughout the week. 
It is always worth checking. 

Bubble fun: From blowing 
bubbles in the garden with 
your children to creating a 
giant bubble you can go 
: inside, these little spheres 
. of magic will never fail to 
raise a smile. This is also a 




Abseiling: Although 
hanging off of a cliff face 
isn't for everyone there are 
plenty of centres across 
the Four Shires where you 
can try this activity. One 
of the places to do this is 
at the National Lift Tower; 
an old, now listed, t 27m 
lift shaft at Northampton - 
you can't miss it as it rises 
high over the skyline of 
the city! it claims to be the 
tallest, permanent abseil 
tower in the world, offering 
a 400 foot descent. 



cheap way to have fun,., 
washing up liquid, a little 
water and some objects to 
use as bubble wands is all 
you need. 



Climbing: FourShires Editor, 
Jeremy Wilton can vouch 
■ for the joy of climbing. 

: Even if you don’t fancy 
scaling a real mountain 
we are fortunate to 
. have a number of local 
indoor climbing walls on 



our doorstep: Bloxham, 

: Warwick and Weedon 

i- 

[above) to name a few. 

Camel Riding: Yes this 
: is possible in our area: 

• Shipston has Joseph’s 
Amazing Camels where 
you can get up close to 
these sultans of the sand. 



Amusement park: A staple 
of any holiday is a trip 
to an amusement park. 

We are lucky where we 
are situated to be within 
an hour- an hour and a 
halF of many of the top 
amusement parks in the 
country. These also don't 
have to be cost Enhibifive 
as many offer any number 
of deals to entice you in. 



Den building: Always a 
favourite past time of 
children and grown ups 
alike, whether inside or 
outside there is something 
tremendously fulfilling 
about creating your own 
secret den or hideaway. 
It's a cost effective way to 
have fun. »> 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


the A to Z OF SOMMER 



Dungeon: Go deep down 
in the dungeons at a 
number of local castles. 
Warwick and Oxford are 
great for this. 

E 

Escape room: These rooms 
are becoming increasingly 
popular and there are 
many within the Four Shires 
area to try. The Sera mm 
Escape rooms opened in 
Banbury earlier this year, 
making it easier than ever 
to have a go at a locked 
room mystery. 

Events: We are in the 
height of the summer 
event season. There will 
be many local fetes, fairs 
and shows taking place 
throughout the next few 
months. Why no! take the 
chance to visit one or two. 
These are always super 
places to visit with fantastic 
entertainment. You will 
also be giving something 
back to your community as 
many support local schools 
and villages. 



frisbee (disc) Golf: Yes, this 


but, you can have a go at 
locally. Leamington Spa 
has its very own at Quarry 
Park. Simitar in concept to 
traditional golf, the object 
is to get a frisbee disc into 
a basket in as few shots as 
possible. 

Festivals: It’s that time 
of year again, plenty of 
festivals to choose from: 
Cornbury, Fairport, The Big 
Feastival, Party in the Park 
to name just a few in the 
local area. 

G 

Gardening: Why not create 
a new space in your 
garden. Be it sensory, water 
or vegetable plot, with 
the weather being on the 
warmer side it is the perfect 
time to enjoy a bit of your 
very own outside space. 

Go Karting: With race 
tracks in Leamington Spa,, 
Oxford, Northampton and 
Milton Keynes amongst 
others there is likely to be 
one that is easy to get fo 
from where you are. 



Hoise riding: New to the 

hobby or an old hand 
many local riding stables 
cater for all ages and 
abilities. 

Hedgerows: Spend a day 
foraging the hedgerows and 
then use your finds to create 
dishes. Damsons, mulberries 
and mirabelle plums can 
all be found during the 
summer. Have a look and 
see what you can find. 


is a l thing\ not only that 
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Ice Skating: 

Skate and slide at 
Coventry, Oxford or 
Milton Keynes. 

Ice creams: Go 

ahead and enjoy 
one - after alt it is 
summer! 


Jousting: Watch an historic 
joust - these will be taking 
place in castle grounds 
throughout the summer. The 
one ot Warwick (below) is 
particularly good. 



Jumping: With the 
burgeoning popularity of 
trampolining there is now 
plenty of opportunity to 
have a go at focal centres 
across the shires. 


Kite Flying: If you haven't 
been up to the Burton 
Dassett Hills with a kite, 
you simply must! Wait fora 
warm but breezy day and 
enjoy the grandeur of the 
hills and open skies perfect 
for kite flying. 

Kayaking: Many local 
places offer kayaking, 
including Warwick, 
Leamington Spa and 
Oxford amongst others. 



Llama trekking: Increasingly 
popular and now more 
widely available this is 
a day out that you wilt 
remember for a long time. 
You can fry it locally at 
Weedon Lois. 



Local Landmark: Visit that 
local landmark that you 
have seen from a far. The 
Four Sh/'res has plenty of 
places of historical interest 
worth a visit. 


Metal detecting: At the 

beach or in the local park, 
use a metal detector and 
see what you can find. 

Museum: Visit a local 
museum: many will have 
summer activities to enjoy 
or travelling exhibitions 
worth seeing. 


Night Sky: With the warmer 
evenings why not stay up 
a little later and marvel 
at the beauty of the night 
sky? See if you can spot 
a constellation or planet 
glowing up high. 

Nostaigia: With so many 
attractions locally if 
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won't be hard to find a 
little nostalgia. The Roald 
Dahl Museum at Great 
Missenden Is brilliant for 
both parents and children 
alike, books that span the 
generations. Equally down 
the road at Gaydon marvel 
at the history of the Motor 
Car at the British Motor 
museum. 


Open air swimming pool: 

All of the local outdoor 
pools will be open to enjoy 
an alfresco swim in the 
sunshine. 

Outdoor Cinemo: This is 
the time of year when 
many local attractions 
will house a number of 
outdoor cinema nights. A 
chance to see a classic in 
a different type of venue. 



Picnic: There is something 
quintessentially English 
about a summer picnic 
and with so many beautiful 
spots to sit and relax, why 
not enjoy more than one. 

Paintballing: Not for the 

fainthearted, paintballing 
is a fun, fast paced game 
that is available locally at 
Hinton. 



Queue ready: Inevitably, 
visiting any attraction 
during the summer 
months will see you end 
up having to wait in a 
que of some sort. It may 
well be a good idea to 
have some 'boredom 
busting' ideas on hand 
particularly if you have 
young children...Phones 
with age appropriate 
games downloaded are 
an Invaluable source that 
our parents never had 
the option of when we 
were younger - make 
fhe most of theml Or 
maybe a favourite book 
or magazine will do the 
trick. Many attractions will 
also now offer opps that 
may include interactive 
maps of where you are 
visiting and included 
quizzes and games. It is 
worth checking before you 
leave and downloading as 
appropriate. 

Quad biking: Whizz around 
local terrain. There are many 
quad bike venues to choose 
from so it will not be difficult 
to find one near you. 


Riding: Whether bikes, 
horses or skateboards, 
enjoy and explore fhe 
great outdoors this summer. 

Roller Skating: Get your 
skates on this summer! 

Locally, Witney offers roller 
discos and Northampton 
roller skating amongst others 


Segway: A unique way 
to see fhe countryside 
and widely available 
throughout the Pour Shares 
area. 

Space man: If you've 
always wanted to go 


into space than a trip to 
Leicester’s Space centre is 
a treat not to be missed. 


lank riding: Yes, this can be 
done and it’s just a stone’s 
throw away from Banbury. 
Brackley based Tanks A /of 
gives you a chance to get 
hands on with these beasts 
of war. 

Train journey: Take a train 
journey, whether steam or 
diesel - maybe to a place 
you have never visited 
before and explore. 



Underwater: Snorkelling or 
scuba diving - take your 
chance to see the sea from 
a different perspective whilst 
an your holiday this year. 

Underground: Not just the 
tube in London! Why not 
try and visit Northampton 
for some indoor caving 
or a little further a field in 
North Wales there is an 
underground playground, 
built In an old slate mine! 


Volunteering: With many 
shows taking place over 
the next few months there 



FOUR 


: will be ample opportunity 
: to volunteer and give 
something back ta your 
local community. 



Vacation!: Weather local or 
| further afield most will take 
the opportunity for a few 
days away. It is a perfect 
: way to relax, unwind and 
; to get away from the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life. 


Waterfowl: You know you 
: love it! - No matter what 
your age there is something 
so peaceful about feeding 
the ducks. And what’s 
more it is free and widely 
• available. 

i- 

Wing Walking: For the 

adrenaline junkie, a wing 
: walking experience is 
available in Oxfordshire. 


* 

X marks the spot: With 
; geocaching on the 
increase why not create a 
children's treasure hunt? 


Yurting: Offering the 
' most unusual "Glamping * 1 
experience, this can be 
enjoyed locally in the Four 
Shires. 

► 

Yummyl: Try a new type of 
: restaurant or treat yourself 
ta a local cookery class. 


Zoo: With several zoos 

i and safari parks within an 
■ hour of the focal area It 
won’t be long before you 
are taking a 'walk on the 
wildside'. 
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uly sees Fritwelts third annual Front Row 
Festival. This small, rural, music festival 
is constantly growing with a music line 
up boasting some of the best independent 
artists, both locally and from around the UK. 
Many of the festival's artists have been heard 
on national and local radio. 

This family orientated festival also features a 
full children's entertainment Itinerary which 
Includes circus workshops, softplay play bus 
and a craft tent; some of which are free. 

The one day festival will be held on Saturday 
7th July at Fritwell Playing Fields. Gates open 
at 11am with music starting at midday. Tickets 
are available from the festival's website: 
wwwfrontrowf est. co. uk 


> i 


mv n 


HOUNDS 





REBELLION 


lb 


Wednesday rtolvtb | John Laatle and Jim f'leslur 
J*Cfc Hapkmson | M.irthn On.llc?y 
Rot]ur y Ronds | Thp Pow#r PallflcToor* 


SPEAK, BROTHER 


Ut 


Tnt 

FouvBeO’fHEfts 




FRONT RDW JT;S FLY 


A FESTIVAL OF MUSIC, ENTERTAINMENT 
AND FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

FREE PARKING - GREAT FOOD - BAR - CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT 
EARLY BIRO DISCOUNTS ■ UNDER 10'S FREE ENTRY - CAMPING 


Tickets from our website www.frontrowfest.co.uk 



|. ■ A p ' • • ’ • .nf i\ 


All news updates on 


Lj @frontrowfest 


GATES OPEN 11 OOam - Music 12pm -10 30pm 
1 F fit Are Playing Fields, FeArcoU Road, Fmwell, Oxon 0X27 7QA 
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t’s festival time again and here 
at Four Shires we are looking 
forward to it gleefully. 

Our mates at Fairport have given 
us some super ticket prizes for 
Four Shires' readers and they 
include: 

firs! prize: a family pack of tickets 
to Include a pair of adult three- 
day tickets plus camping plus up 
to three under 12 child tickets. 

Second prize: a pair of adult 
Saturday only tickets. 

We will be accepting email and 
postal entries to the competition 
which will close on Friday 20th 
July. All entries will be printed and 


placed in the Editor's bashed up 
old hat and drawn from there. 

The first and second prize winners 
will be notified and details printed 
in the August issue. 

Please supply name and address 
on correspondence. 

The editor's decision is final! 

The question j's thfs; 

Carr you identify the character m 
the picture above? - if relates to 
a Fairport song... 

We need the name of the 
character and the song' 

Send your entries by email to 
cathy@fourshires.co.uk 


C<0tS 

o give away 
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with Roger Butler 



I: The former tows 
station, pictured here 
to the early I?BQs, used 
to adjoin the canal and 
the abutments of on old 
lift bridge can be seen 
in the foreground. Unfit 
the early l?70s old brick 
walls enclosed a narrow 
lone which crossed the 
canal here. 

2: The scene is 
unrecognisable today 
and a new lift bridge 
with solid wooden 
beams is an attractive 
focal point. The 
towpaths are popular 
routes to nearby 
housing, car parks and 
the railway station . 


he Oxford Canal is one of Britain's 
most popular cruising waterways 
and thousands of holidaymakers 
and canal enthusiasts pass through 
Banbury each year. Some moor 
up overnight, either in town or amidst the 
surrounding countryside, and no doubt many 
woke up to smelt the coffee! The huge coffee 
factory has dominated the canal, north of 
the town centre, since it was built En 1964 
but over the lost fifty years, there have been 
many more changes alongside Banbury's 
waterway. 

Today, the canal corridor largely splits into 
two halves; the Castle Quay development 
north of the town's lock and holt a mile 
of old industrial buildings and modern 
warehouses running south beyond the railway 
station. Beyond the shopping centre and its 
all-encompassing car parks, the wide open 


oast and 


\^A 


oresen 




3: This photo was taken 
in the late 1970s and 
looks north from the town 
lock. The bus station 
had nothing more ttian 
an old mesh fence as 
Its canalslde boundary, 
whilst the stone wall on 
the towpath side appears 
to have collapsed in 
places. The roof line of 
Tooley's Boatyard is just 
visible behind Ihe boats. 

4; The scene today 
is very different! The 
original shape of the 
canal remains intact, but 
Castle Quay provides 
an imposing frontage on 
the west side. The new 
lift bridge and glazed 
crossing can be seen in 
the centre of the photo 
with the new Banbury 
Museum behind the 
frees. 
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7: Following fhe 
development of Casffe 
Quay, Tooley's Boatyard 
re opened as a thriving 
business in November 
2002. Whether fhe 
surroundings now form 
a suitable setting for 
a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument is debatable , 
Put the range of 
traditional activities 
fake pierce wiftim the 
revamped site. 


These green spaces are 
remnants of the fields and water 
meadows which would have 
lined the canal when it arrived 
here in 1778. A short-lived river 
navigation hod utilised the River 
Cherwell during the Civil War 
but on 30th March 1 778, and 
with great celebrations. 200 tons 
of coal arrived into Banbury by 
canal boat. The Oxford Canal which was 
built from north to south, was now almost 50 
miles long though its only connection, further 
north, was with the still-isolated Coventry 
Canal For around a dozen years, and until 
a new Act enabled the navigation to reach 
Oxford, Banbury formed the canals southern 
terminus and the town became an important 
hub for the delivery of cheap coal and fhe 
transport of agricultural produce. 


spaces of Sprceball Country 
Park abut fhe east side of fhe 
canal and well-maintained 
towpaths now link this to the 
town centre. 


5; Th/s picture was taken 
inside Toaiey's Boatyard 
in 1990 when there was 
still an aufhent/c historic 
feel around the dry 
dock, the forge and the 
old workshops. 


6: Th/s photo was faken 
in fhe mid- J 9£J0s and 
shows TdoJey’s Boatyard 
with its original covered 
dry dock, tiled forge 
and piles of timber 
next to the caravan . 
Boats were tied up 
awaiting TIC with fhe 
old bus station in the 
background. 


George Herbert, a well known local 
shoemaker, recorded his memories of the 
waterway in the early 19th century and 
talked of a few cottages on one side of the 
canal and an area known as the 'Land of 
Nod’, with wool spinning and tweed factories, 
on the other. He may also have noted the 
town's canal basin, which had been built 
to serve waterway trade until the extension 
down to Oxford was finally completed. »> 
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banbury and the oxford canal 



S: Th/s photo was taken 
in 1978 and looks south 
from o rood bridge 
which has since been 
demolished. TooJey's 
Boatyard lies fo the right 
of the nearest boat buf 
fhe land on the east 
side of the canal lay 
semi-derelict. The Milt 
Arts Centre can be seen 
in fhe distance, with the 
old sports centre by the 
River CherwelL 

9: The view has 
changed! An enclosed 
glazed footbridge now 
links Castle Quay to 
Bonbirry Museum. The 
green narrowboat is tied 
up at Tooley's Boatyard 
and sheltered housing 
runs south towards fhe 
new lift bridge. 


Canal trade had much declined when, En 
September 1940, a bomb directly hit the 
town lock and the lock keeper's office. A 
chunk of masonry somehow flew as far as the 
Market Place. The lock chamber was badly 
damaged but the gates were not destroyed 
and serious flooding was avoided. Some of 
the original stonework by the lower gates still 
looks as if it took a direct hit. 

The old canal basin, on the west side of the 
town lock, was infilled in the early 1960s to 
make way for o new bus station. By fhe early 
1970s some people were beginning to realise 
that the canal deserved a bit more care and 
attention and one writer commented that 
Banbury's "utter disregard for the Oxford 
Canal is alarming". The bleak surrounds were 
no way to welcome visitors and many chose 
to moor their boats out of town. Today, the 
canal is much improved and more changes 
are in fhe pipeline. Plans for the £60 million 
Castle Quay 2 include a hotel multi-screen 
cinema and restaurants. 

TOOLEY'S BOATYARD 

But, despite redevelopment, historic Tooley's 
Boatyard remained intact as a fine example 




■■"■ 


of a traditional inland dock and interest 
grew in its connections to engineer and 
writer Tom RoJt and his boat Cressy. This was 
fitted out here before he left on a famous 
voyage that was told in his classic book 
Narrowboat, published in 1944, Tooley's 
has been in continuous use since 1790 and, 
although now adopted within Castle Quay, 
remains the oldest working dry dock in 
Britain. 

For two hundred years, the fight wedge- 
shaped yard evolved around the 90-foot 
dry dock, originally drained with traditional 
elm piping. This is lined with brick and 
was originally open to the elements until 
boatman George Tooley enclosed it with 
corrugated iron in the mid-20th century. 
Narrowboats were launched from the 
quayside by pushing them sideways into the 
water and fhe yard was a fine example of 
working heritage with crates of old tools and 
pots of bubbling pitch. 

Its surroundings have now changed beyond 
all recognition, but the satisfying tinkle and 
hammering of metalwork still ring out from 



JO: This picture from the mid-1980s looks north 
from the bridge which used to cross the canal by 
Tooley's Boatyard. 

11: The same view today includes a four storey car 
park and a new rood bridge. This is named after 
Tom Rolf and plaques were fixed to fhe bridge 
In July 1P?9 fo mark the 60th anniversary of his 
departure from Tooley s yard on board Cressy, 
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below the glazed retail arcades. The tiny 
old forge leans a little and looks a bit like 
something from Hansel and GreteL but the 
site is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument 
and a blue plaque now marks Rolfs work 
and his links with Banbury. 

CASTLE QUAY 

A shopping centre had been built at the 
rear of the former bus station, but in the 
late 1980s proposals emerged to extend this 
towards the canal. Plans came and went 
but Tooley's Boatyard was always flagged 
up as an important landmark. Eventually, 
around the Millennium, the Castle Quay 
development took shape with new bridges, 
a dual towpath and a new bus station. 
Today, the shopping centre offers entrances 
from the canal and access to Tooley's 
Boatyard and it is not unusual to see fully- 
loaded shoppers stopping to watch goings 
on at the town lock. »> 




12: A view from 1978 looking north up the canal with Tooley's Boatyard on 
the left. The towpath was unkempt and a concrete bridge, now demolished , 
carried a road over the canal. The roof of the General Foods social club can 

be seen an the far right. 



13: A high quality brick 
paved towpath now 
runs north to the fait 
fwmdowtessj museum and 
a glazed footbridge links 
this to the shopping centre. 
This aiso offers views over 
Toafey's Boatyard, where 
boats are moored awaiting 
work. 


14: This view to the Generat 
Foods social club was taken 
in when, despite the 
buiiding's stark frontage r 
the canal sflW managed to 
retain a t/ftle rural charm. 

15: Today* the scene has 
dramatically changed 
and the new museum is a 
iocai fandmark on the east 
side of the canai. Paved 
towpaths now line each 
side of the wafer. 
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banbury and the oxford canal 



large hoist. Sacks of flour were also loaded into 
waiting barges, or collected by horse drawn 
wagons, and leading biscuit manufacturers 
such as Crawford's and Huntley & Palmer's 
were regular customers. It is said the canal and 
its wider environs were often coated in a deep 
dusting of flour but a dramatic fire in the early 
1990s reduced the building to rubble. 

Opposite the mill development on the west side 
of the canal was initially limited to two wharves 
known as Parkers Wharf and Bridge Wharf. Stone 
quaysides and lime kilns followed and houses 
and pubs were also built. The area became 
a centre for engineering and agricultural 
equipment, but declined by the end of the 1960s, 
Today, with the exception of one brave housing 
development, the area comprises a mix of untidy 
industrial uses. Plans to regenerate the area 
would further improve Banbury's historic canal. 



EAST OF THE CANAL 

The east side of the waterway has also seen 
change and as recently as the late 1980s 
large swathes of land here were nothing 
more than rank grassland. A sheltered 
housing development emerged in 1990 and 
the surroundings to The Mill Arts Centre were 
improved at the same time. An ugly concrete 
bridge used to connect both sides of the canal 
and, immediately to the north, General Foods 
[now Kraft) built a stark-looking social club 
following relocation of their coffee works from 
Birmingham. Extensive car parking now wraps 
around here, but to the north the open fields 
form popular Spiceball Country Park. 

Further change took place when Banbury’s 
new museum was given the go-ahead in the 
fate 1990s and an architectural competition 
saw the winning entry daring to integrate the 
new building with the canal via a glazed link 
to Castle Quay, with views over Tooley's Yard. 

SOUTH Of THE TOWN CENTRE 

South of Bridge Street the canal was 
dominated, for many years, by Clarks Flour 
Mill. This four-storey building, built in 1910, 
rose straight from the towpath and grain was 
once delivered by canal and unloaded via a 



16: Mil) Lone used to 
cross the canal next 
to the lock. on this 
traditional lift bridge. By 
the time this photo was 
taken in 1990 the lane 
had been closed 1 to 
traffic and was left lined 
by old wails and narrow 
pavements. 



17: Mill Lane and the 
lift bridge were swept 
away when Castle Quay 
was built in the late l?9Gs. A new fixed footbridge was installed and the new 
bus station was developed on the line of Mill Lane. 


IS: looking south from the town lock In the mid-1970s towards the long roof 
of on aid canal warehouse. This used to be grandiy titled 'Corporation Stores' 
but a timber canopy overhanging Ihe canal showed haw it once dealt with 
boating trade. 

1 9: This picture , taken in January 20 J3 r shows a lorry crossing the canal on the 
inner relief rood which resulted m the demolition of the warehouse. The Mili Arts 
Centre occupies the building behind the trees. 
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20: This phoio was 
taken in the mid- 
1980s and Jooks 
north towards The 
Miii Arts Centre. The 
brick building an 
the left, complete 
with a projecting 
timber canopy was 
sadly tost when the 
inner relief road 
was built in the earfy 


1990s. 


21: The same view today is dominated by the road bridge. The 
Mill Arts Centre is obscured but the roof line of the shopping 
cenfre of Casffe Quay rises above the parapet. 


22: This photo of the former C/arfc's Fiour Mil/ was taken in 1990, 
two years before it burnt down. The mflf brought a distinct 
northern feel to this part of the canal but towpath loading bays 
had tong since disappeared. 

23: Nearly thirty years after its smoking remains were removed, 
there stiff appears to be a gap in the skyline by the railway station. 
The ground floor now serves as a car park but the rebuilt walls next 
to the canal give no hint of the busy activities which once took 
place here. 




24: Banbury Crone Hire 
occupied this oid wharf on the 
west side of the canaf in the 
early 1990s. The taller building 
to the left of the picture would 
probably have been a canai 
warehouse. 



Photo 25: The wharf has now 
been redevefoped as a 
prominent row of town houses 
but these remain sandwiched between weft-established industrial 
activities until future regeneration work gets underway. 



THURSDAY 12 JULY AT BROUGHTON CASTLE 


Find out more and purchase tickets online at 

banb u r ymus eu m .org /sum mer lect u re 

banburyMUSEUM 


BANBURY MUSEUM SUMMER LECTURE 2018 

TO CATCH A KING 

CHARLES IE'S GREAT ESCAPE 

DELIVERED BY CHARLES SPENCER 


I O I K SHIRES JUNE 2UIH 



47 















































































BASEMENT JAXX CRAIG DAVID PALOMA FAITH 
‘ ajSETt PRESENTS TS5 


CLEAN BANDIT / JAMES ARTHUR / TOM ODELL (S&l / PROFESSOR GREEN 

RAK-SU / SUGARNILL GANG & FURIOUS FIVE / PETER HOOK & THE LIGHT / MELANIE C 

THE BLUETONES / THE UNDERTONES / BECKY HILL / DAVID RODIGAN / ARTFUL DODGER / THE CUSAN BROTHERS 
JAGUAR SKILLS / BRITPQP BRASS / HACKNEY COLLIERY BAND / DUKE / BBC INTRODUCING ARTISTS B MORE 


MARCO PIERRE WHITE/ RAYMOND BLANC / PIERRE KOFFMANN 

ASHLEY PALMER-WATTS / MARK HIX / AND! OLIVER / MATT TEBBUTT / SALIHA MAHMOOD AHMEO / GIZZIERSKINE 
TOMMY BANKS / GLYNN PURNELL / PIP LACEY / RICHARD BERTINET / JASMINE HEMSLEY / MERLIN LABRON-JOHNSON 
DAVID CARTER / WILL BOWL&Y / CLAIRE PTAK / ANNABEL KARMEL / TOM & HENRY HERBERT / DJ BBQ 

ALEX JAMES CHEESE HUB / THE COLLABORATION KITCHEN / FRIDAY NIGHT SUPPER CLUB WITH THE ETHICUREAN 
BIRRA MORETTI EXPERIENCE / PRODUCERS MARKET / NEFF BIG KITCHEN / STREET FOOD ALLEY 

WARNER EDWARDS GIN BARN / VEUVE CLICQUOT VIP LOUNGE / NEFF COOKAHOLICS COOKERY SCHOOL 
THE ALLOTMENT PROJECT / NEFF LITTLE KITCHEN / THE TABLE SESSIONS & MORE 



CHILDREN S TV MEGASTAR JUSTIN FLETCHER / ANDY & THE ODD SOCKS 

PADDINGTON™ / PEPPA PIG & GEORGE / THE GRUFFALQ 
HASBRO VILLAGE PRESENTS NERF ■ PLAY D'OH • MY LITTLE PONY ■ TRANSFORMERS 



LITTLE DUDES’ DEN / THE BIG TOP / ADAM HENSON'S COTSWOLD FARM PARK / CIRCUS SCHOOL / THE MAKERY 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY / VILLAGE GREEN GAMES / TREE CLIMBING / BABY BHANGRA / NINJA TOTS 
BABY BROADWAY / PERISCOPE PATROL / BIRDS OF PARADISE f NEW TREEHOUSE STAGE & MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED 
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S3 BANBURY 

II4.IV II114 rOITULL 




laying touch rugby is a fantastic 
way to keep fit and to keep 
connected with a game, that, 
as one gets older can be a little too 
physically demanding. Touch rugby 
keeps all the footwork, sleight of hand 
and dexterity of the full contact game 
with far less chance of injury. 

Banbury rugby club established its 
touch rugby side in 201:6 and just 
two seasons later it has been named 
England rugby's touch centre of the 
year - a remarkable success story! 

Banbury Touch were awarded 
England's 02 Touch centre of the year 
recently at the home of rugby as part 
of the ‘02 Twickenham Takeover 1 . 

Banbury were presented with a signed 
England shirt by England Captain, 
Dylan Hartley as well as Ex England 
player and pundit Ugo Monye and 
Danielle Waterman, England player 


and Women's Rugby Player of the 
Year for 2018. 

Starting in 201 6, Banbury Touch now 
regularly pull in 30-40 players a week. 

Banbury’s summer touch sessions 
started last month and caters for 
all ages and abilities. Touch Rugby 
is a brilliant way of keeping fit and 
trying out Rugby without the physical 
contact. Sessions take place every 
Tuesday starting from 7pm. 

Banbury Touch Coaches, Mark Roberts 
and Gareth Thomas commented: 

'To have won the 02 awards has been 
brilliant. We storied back in 2016 in the 
cold ond wef with five, sometimes six 
players; now in the coid ond wet we 
hove a pitch sometimes two pitches 
full of players. 

These pitches are fuii of o whole range 
of age groups and abilities all playing 
together . 


for so many people to be at Banbury 
rugby club playing touch it has taken 
a Jot of effort and time an sociat 
media attracting and informing 
peop/e about the game as well as 
good session content and the chance 
to compete at their chosen level - it 
keeps people coming back. 

“Pushing on this year ond into next 
we intend to continue and grow by 
being more inclusive, staying with the 
core values of rugby but also taking 
the next step up on the competition 
ladder. We can't wait to see what the 
future brings." 

Banbury Touch's success has been 
remarkable and all at the club have 
paid tribute to Mark Roberts and 
Gareth Thomas whose tireless efforts 
have seen the side rise to the level it is 
at today. • 
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STEdJU 



©- THE ORIGINAL -® 




UR 507 H SHOW 



Broughton Grange Gardens 



Gardens & Arboretum now open 
every Wednesday 10am to 4pm 


PLANT NURSERY OPEN 
10am-4pm 1 Monday-Friday 

May to September, 
excluding Bank Holidays 

Ample parking f Light refreshments 
Herbaceous plant nursery 

For further details of booking private group tours and open days 
visit www. br o ugh tongra nge .com 

WYKHAM LANE, BROUGHTON, BANBURY, 0X15 5DS 
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WIN TICKETS TO PRESCOTT BIKE FESTIVAL 

Prescoff Hill Climb, Gofhermgfon GL52 9RD, 16th and 
t7fh June 2018 

four Shires Magazine has 
five pairs of tickets [under 
\6s go free) to this year's 
festival to giveaway! 

Prescott Bike Fest 2018 is set 
to be the biggest and best 
yet and has been extended to two days. The popular, 
family-friendly event returns to the Gloucestershire 
hill climb and will baas! a brilliantly diverse range of 
machinery. 

There will be extensive displays of historic, modern and 
racing motorcycles throughout the weekend with o 
Paddock Specials Show ’n’ Tell spot featuring the best 
in road, race, factory builds, shed builds, wacky, jet 
powered and record beating machines, os well as 
entertainment for the whole family. 

For your chance to win one of five pairs of tickets to 
this year’s show (Tickets will be for Sunday 17th June 
only), simply email your answer to the following question 
along with your name and address to cathy@fourshires. 
co.uk no loter than the 11th June. 

A *Franny B' is the nickname for which motorbike? 

The winners will be picked at random from all correct 
entries received. 

www .prescott bi kef e sti vo I. c o.u k 

BE IN TO WIN TICKETS TO A SPECTACULAR 
SUMMER CONCERT! 

We have three pairs of tickets worth £88 each to be won 
for the 14th annual Battle Proms at Blenheim Palace on 
Saturday 21st July, as the UK’s premier picnic concert 
series returns for a packed afternoon and evening of 
entertainment! 

Treat yourself and a friend 
or loved one to a full 
programme of captivating 
classical music from the 
60-piece New English 
Concert Orchestra, 
complemented by toe-topping vintage vocals, 
a breathtaking Spitfire display to Elgar's Nimrod, 
sensational freefall demonstration by The Red Devils 
parachute team, dramatic World War One cavalry 
display and groundshaklng live fire from over 200 
cannons! 

This all takes place next to the iconic Column of Victory 
in the stunning parkland at Blenheim and features 
magnificent musical firework displays, culminating in a 
flag waving, sing-a-long spectacular including all the 
last night of the proms' finale favourites! 

For your chance to win, simply email your answer to the 
question below to cathy@fourshires.co.uk along with 
your name and address by 29th June.Winners will be 
chosen at random from the correct entries received. 

How many years have batfie proms been bo/d/ng 
annua/ concerts for? 




w w w. ba t tie proms, com 

NIM NIM N1M NIM NIM N1M NIM NIM NiM NIM NIM N 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


HEALTH AND BEAUTY 



BHAKTI YOGA 

Nadine Sandjo look up 
Yoga initially for its physical 
benefits when training for 
the London marathon and 
found that it provided more 
than that. 

She got hooked and took 
a teacher training course 
a few years later, then 
travelled to India to learn 
more about its philosophy. 

Yoga is more than postures. 
If is about using the breath 
to connect the mind to 



the body, Nadine observes 
that she has gained so 
much both holistically and 
emotionally from Yoga that 
her vision is to share and 
make it more accessible to 
others through her teaching, 

Nadine teaches Bhakti 
Yog a-with a Cameroonian 
twist to it-which can 
be a fast or slower flow 
depending on the 
‘season of the soul', with 
a devotional emphasis to 
it. Her eccentricity comes 
through with the music 
choice in her classes. 

The retreat will be all about 
moving in a meditative 
way with lots of free time to 
get familiar with the inner 
landscapes! 

Contact Nadine on 07981 
229642. 


PREPARE YOUR SKIN FOR SUMMER 

Booking holidays and buying a new swimsuit will mentally 
prepare you for summer, but your skin may need some 
help getting ready too. 

Reveal glowing skin: As long as your skin is not sensitive, 
exfoliation can help you achieve smooth, healthy-looking 
skin that makes you look more glowing and youthful. But it 
must be done with care. 

Remove hair without irritation; If you're removing 
unwanted hair be aware that once you rip off the wax 
strip that it’s important to care for the skin that's newly 
exposed to the elements, so stay out of the sun or heat for 
at least 48 hours after any hair-removal process as follicles 
are vulnerable to irritation, 

ft'ghf UV rays with food ; All the work you put into making 
your skin look good won't be worth it unless you guard 
it from the sun's damaging rays. Surprisingly, you can 
protect yourself from the inside, too. In addition to using 
sunscreen, eat cooked tomatoes every day if you know 
you're going to be in the sun. They are rich in lycopene, 
an antioxidant that helps fight the effects of UV rays such 
as redness, swelling, and blistering from sunburn. This of 
course doesn't replace sunscreen, but the habit could 
give you much needed additional protection. 


Bhakti Yoga 






BREATH £, MOVE, SLEEP, REPFAT. 

MOVe IN A MEDITATIVE WAY 
AND G£T FAMILIAR. WITH TH£ 
INN £R. LANDSCAPES 

10th - 12th August 2018 

The Abbey 
Sutton Courtenay 

0X14 4AF 



£340 per person for single occupancy rooms / £320 per person for twin rooms 
Including: 2 nights Accommodation, Vegetarian meals and soft drinks, 8 hrs of Yoga 
Contact Nadine on 07981 229642 or email nad_1804@yahoo.co.uk 
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FASHION 



Kit the family oat in easy-to-wear 
fashion favourites this summer and 
head out for fun days and picnics 
In the sunshine. Whether you go to 
the beach, the park, or away on 
a holiday, keep everyone comfy 
and coot with soft, light fabrics and 
happy, bright colours! 

main pic: dress, £35, and silver 
sliders, £22, MS.Co 

bottom left: black tassel stripe 
straw bucket bag , £15.99, and 
b/ack leather iook platform wedge 
sandals, £25.99, both New Look; 
Urban Safari ball bracelet 
fatlie 

above right: One Life Dana Dress 
and Anais top by Limella, £69. 
Coimers jNi'/I Fashion ^ _ 


above: Grace linen 
shirt, £29, Monsoon; 

bright blue suede 
tossed earrings, £9. 99, 

\ New Look; linen 
blend crop 
trousers, £30, 
Cotton Edit; Mio 
bobble beach 
bag, £40, 
Accessorize 
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FASHION 





Cedar Therapy 

luxury beauty salons 





from fop: girls floral tankini set £14, boys crab sw/m 
shorts, £14, boys red sw/m shorts, £JG-£i2, a/J from Oufflf 

Red Herring blue stripe china shorts , £28.00; po/e blue 
RJR. John Rocha fine striped tailored fit polo shirt was 
£30.00, now £24; navy T/mbertand canvas 'Union Wharf" 
boat shoes, ££$: Baker by Ted Baker girls* white and 
pink floral print dress, was £34,00, now £ 23.80, all from 
Debenhams f Castte Quay, Banbury 

below: four person wicker hamper was £50, now £25, 
Home Collection at Debenhams, Cosffe Quay, Banbury 



Get ready for summer 
with 3D Lipo 


We are excited to bring you a machine that will 
contour your body, say goodbye to those tricky 
bums, turns and thighs,. Specifically designed to 
target cellulite and stubborn fat whilst being a 
non-invasive, pain free treatment which is safe 
and endorsed by top surgeons. To discover 
what 3D Lipo can do for you book in your free 
consultation at our Deddington salon today or 
visit our website for more details. 





DUO 

CRYOLIPOLYSIS 

Superficial Targeted 
Fat Removal 

RADIO FREQUENCY 
Skin Tightening 

SHOCKWAVE 
Cellulite Reduction 

CAVITATION 
Overall 

Circumference Reduction 



Online Bookings Available 

Follow us on Instagram & Facebook 
for daily updates and tips 


www.cedartherapy.com 

Market Place, Deddington OX15 0SE 

01869 390000 

4 West Street, Chipping Norton OX7 5AA 

01608 489000 
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HOMES AND INTERIORS 



PUPILS VISIT GREAT 
BOURTON BUILDING SITE 

Schoolchildren from 
Cropredy Primary School 
made a visit to the Hayfield 
Homes site in Great Bourton 
near Banbury last month. 

Fully kitted out in hard hats 
and high-vis jackets, the 
children, head teacher 
and two School governors 
enjoyed watching site 
manager Steve Garrison, 
choreograph a digger 
demonstration especially 
for their visit, followed by a 


fun safety quiz put together 
by Harriet Dickson, Hayfield 
Homes' Sales Manager. 

The homebuilder has 
also made a donation 
to the school as part of 
its commitment to the 
community programme, as 
well as pledging to donate 
£1,000 to the school from 
the sale of any home at 
Hayfield Views when buyers 
quote #Hayfie!dforFamilies. 

The show home at Hayfield 
Views is located at Main 
Street, Great Bourton. 


DESIGNER RADIATORS 
COME TO LEAMINGTON 
SPA 

Designer radiator specialist 
The Radiator Centre 
opened the doors to its 
fifth showroom in Royal 
Leamington Spa recently. 

The Radiator Centre has 
built up a good reputation, 
with a product range that 
includes modets created 
by top European designers. 

Many of the radiators are 
beautiful objects in their 
own right, and they've 
been designed fo be the 
centre of attention in the 
room. Radiator art has 
become popular recently. 

The Radiator Centre's 
MD, Nick Duggan, says: 

"We hove established a 
great reputation that reties 
on our product range, 
high product quality and 
excellent customer service, 
it is o niche market that 
focuses on traditional, cast 
iron and designer radiators. 
Our customers recommend 


us because we always 
ask questions in order to 
understand exactly what 
they need to ensure we 
supply the most effective 
products for the job. The 
Radiator Centre is now 
one of the largest designer 
radiator specialists based 
in the OK." 

The new showroom is at 
34 Bedford St, Leamington 
Spa, CV32 5DY. For more 
information about The 
Radiator Centre visit 
the website at www. 
theradiatorcentre.com. 



Mixed use properties 

We are currently marketing a number of fantastic mixed use properties 
combing the skills from our residential and commercial property sales 
teams... 




These properties offer rarely 
available opportunities for people 
to have the benefit and security 
of living on site whilst also running 
their own business or gaining a 
commercial income. Properties 


include Cornwood Farm which 
combines a good 4 bedroom house, 
annexe, large set of commercial 
buildings and land. Also available 
is 5 High Street, Silverstone offering 
residential accommodation with 


the chance to- run a small retail unit 
on site. Finally, Hanwell House in 
Banbury which offers a residential 
property with a first-class guest 
house business. Please contact us 
for further information. 


Contact Matthew at matthew,aHen@fishergerman.co.uk * 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 
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Stourton, Warwickshire 



5 bedroom farmhouse 
20,000 sq ft farm buildings 
Ring fenced arable land 
Pasture land 

Potential for redevelopment 
Far reaching views 
Edge of village position 
In all about 106 acres 
EPC rating F 



Guide price - £2,900,000 as a whole 


Banbury 01295 271555 



Matthew Alten J ackie Sweella nd 


Robert Russell 


Alison Wenham 









































fishergerman.co.uk 
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Appealing edge of village period farmhouse 
ripe for restoration 

■ Spacious ground floor 
accommodation 

- 5 bedrooms, bathroom 

- Loft offering further potential 

■ Store, garage, gardens, paddock 

Guide price - £750,000 






Barton Hartshorn, Buckinghamshire 



Cottage with development 
potential 


■ Sitting room, kitchen, conservatory 

■ 2 double bedrooms, bathroom 

- PD rights established, bam with potential 

- In all about 0.44 acre 

■ EPC rating G 



Guide price - £450,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 
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Swerfordp Oxfordshire 



Attractive period cottage 
for updating 


* Desirable village 

■ Private setting with attractive views 

* In all about 0.27 acre 

■ EPC rating F 



Guide price - £350,000 



Wroxton, Oxfordshire 


Character cottage in beautiful 
village setting 

* Sitting room, dining/family room. 

1 Kitchen/breakfast room, utility, cloakroom 

* 4 bedrooms, family bathroom 

■ Outbuilding with consent to convert 

* Gardens, off-road parking 

Guide price - £530,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 



Matthew Alten Jackie Sweeiland Robert Russell Alison Wenham 
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Y our baby has somehow become a 
pre-schooler and they are now fast 
outgrowing the 'nursery 1 decor that 
once seemed perfect for them, writes 
Cathy Black, 

Now you wilt be faced with the task of 
redecorating their little space’ within your 
home. This sounds tike an easy enough task but 
with a child that probably now has their own 
personality and love any number of childhood 
characters (Shopkins, Lego and frAy Lrffie Pony 
for instance) could make for a very ’themed 
room 1 which will only last for as tong as the 
‘trend 1 does. 


As tempting as it is to embrace our children's 
passing loves, you will only in theory be giving 
them what they wont up until the point they 
find their next love 1 . Therefore creating 
longevity within a children's bedroom is a must, 
if you don't wish to be redecorating again in a 
year's time. 


The theme dream: If your child simply must 
have super heroes or ponies as part of their 
room decor, there are ways of incorporating 
these into their space without creating 
something that will be difficult to alter when 
their tastes change. Soft furnishings can easily 
add a theme to their room; cushions, rugs, 
duvets and curtains are all brilliant and easily 
accessible. 


There are a number of things worth thinking 
about before you embark in the 'big girl/big 
boy' room redecoration. 

Start with a blank canvas: It is much easier to 
add to any decor then it is to take away from 
it. If is therefore a good idea to start with a 
blank canvas. Keep the majority of the walls 
neutral with perhaps one or two feature walls. 
This has worked welt in our children's rooms as it 
has given them a little of what they like (bright 
orange and bright yellow respectively) but also 
means that their vibrant colour choices haven't 
dominated the rooms and will leave us with 
only two walls to re paint should these colours 
fall out of favour. 





Furniture: Furniture can be tricky at this age, 
as pre- and primary-schoolers may not be big 
enough for a full size bed and their clothes 
may not fill a full size wardrobe. However there 
are tots of products on fhe market that offer 
several years of longevity for your children's 
room. In our son's room we have gone for 
a high rise bed (recommended from six 
plus) which has a desk, shelving and built in 
wardrobe underneath which we hope will fast 
him until he is at least early teens if not a little 
longer. In our daughters room [she is four) we 
have gone for a bed that can work as a low 
rise with canopy over the top but can also be 
turned upside down as she grows to create 
a high rise bed with play space underneath. 
This works particularly well if your child has 
a smaller room. She has a built in wardrobe 
so this will grow with her. It is worth checking 
recommended age ranges when buying high 
rise beds as some may not be suitable until 
your child is a little older. 

Although the above 
additions may not last 
until your children 
leave home it should 
at least offer you 
at least some 
longevity. These are 
of course just a few things 
worth thinking about 
when creating your 
child's “Big' room. With 
so many products on the 
market it is easier than 
you might think to create 
a room that will grow as 
your child does. • 




[ r top:SNURK 

children $ dinosaur 
duvet set £44.95 from a Jorge 
selection of Cuckoo land 

above: Pictures for younger children con be 
changed os they get older. These ore £8 each 
from Pfayroom Pictures fan Ebay) 

far left: 4 in 1 combination bed by Lifetime , 

£1095 at Cuckooiand 

above left: EIJie cushion, £20 t and Love-Bird 
cushion, £38.59. both from Kidsrooms 
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Properties 
to call home 


Savills Banbury 

01295 228 000 


(SnTheMarket. com 



Sandford St. Martin, Oxfordshire 

Period charm combined with modern living, 4 reception 
rooms, 6 bedrooms, separate cottage, landscaped 
gardens, outdoor swimming poo], garaging, EPC=Exempt 

Offers in excess of £4 million 



Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire 

Generous family home In a sought after location, 2 
reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, mature south facing garden, 
cellar and storage, driveway parking, EPC=E 

Guide £950,000 



Swale!iffe, Oxfordshire 

Generous accommodation in excellent order, 3 reception 
rooms, 4 bedrooms, offices or annex potential, planning to 
extend, paddock grazing, stables and garage, EPC=E 

Guide £1.25 million 



Bloxham, Oxfordshire 

Grade II listed cottage in need of sympathetic 
refurbishment, 3 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, walled 
landscape gardens, off street parking, EPC=Exempt 

Guide £595,000 


Talk to us today 



Nicholas Rudge 

Head of Residential 
01295 228002 
nrudge@savills.com 



lain Powis 

Associate Director 
01295 228007 
ipowis@savills.com 



Sophie Gannon 

Associate 

01295 228009 

sgannon@savills.com 


savills.co.uk 


savills 


what can we do for you? 

























I n the third instalment of our l turn back time' 
feature we wilt be looking at an era of bold 
new design, brown walls and rainbow motifs! 

That of the 1970s, writes Cathy Black . 

Thanks to a change in mortgage laws during 
this decade, more people In Britain than ever 
before were able to buy their own homes. This 
In turn fuelled a passion for DtY and a need to 
instil greater personalisation into homes - the 
era of the 'crofter' was born. 


But while the early part of the decade 
was dominated by pop art, vibrant 
colours, emerging technology and 
newly available plastic furniture (a 
throwback possibly from fhe 1960s), 
the second half was shaped by 
the 1973 oil crisis, recession and 
high unemployment. This, for many, 
sparked, out of necessity, a return to 
nature and a more homespun ethos, 
visible in fhe popularity of Victorian 
^■i florals and hand-me-downs, lots of 
wood, rattan and rustic kitchenatia, 
and handicrafts such as macrame. 


Many of us have been comfortably using 
1970s touches in our home for a while, 
without really realising it. While you might 
not be up for an all-out revival of brown walls, 
synthetic materials, rainbow motifs, wood’ 
veneer fireplaces and orange on pretty much 
everything, there are still plenty more details 
from the tail end of the mid-century era that 
will marry well with more modern living. 


Brown can be beautiful: Arguably the colour 
of fhe decade, brown would certainly not 
be everyone's first choice when it comes to 
redecoration, but brown can be beautiful, if 
used sparingly. A brown leather sofa would 
work well as a 70s accent without being too 
over powering. Equally cushions or fabrics 
in sumptuous, chocolate brown won't only 
embrace the era but also provide a cosy vibe 
in your rooms. Couple with light, neutral tones 
for a look that won't enclose your space. 
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Use glassware to add a pop of 70s colour: 

Whether It's the warm gold and yellows or the 
bold jewel hues, the 70s focuses on opulent 
colour. Use sparingly with soft furnishings or 
glassware to give your home some statement 
colour without overwhelming the space. 

Hanging plants: House plants were a very 
popular design statement in the JOS: It was a 
case of the more the merrier when it came 
to indoor foliage. Hanging planters are really 
popular at the moment, whether ceramic 
or woven, and they will certainly add a laid 
back 70s feel to your space. They are also the 
perfect solution if you only have a small room 
to work with. 

Jewel colour palette: While orange hues work 
well with creamy textiles and natural materials, 
if you’re seeking a bolder look, then take 
inspiration from a jewel colour palette. These 
rich hues are guaranteed to odd a statement 
to your space, and go hand in hand with the 
pastels that have seen a stylish resurgence 
in more recent times. Plush textiles like velvet 
work really well with these tones and add 
softness to your rooms. 

Textiles and pattern: Textiles and patterns 
were a central part of 70s inferior style which 
was dominated by mismatched, contrasting 
textures, pattern and shapes. Play around with 
a combination of coloured cushions on your 
sofa or bed paired with a woven neutral throw 
to create the lived in’ chic of the 70s interior. 

Rugs: During the 
70s rugs weren't just 
resigned to the floor 
but hung on walls, 
becoming works of 
art in themselves. The 
popularity of these 
textiles during this time 
can be attributed to 
the fact that people 
were travelling around 
a lot more, which 


meant ethnic treasures were 
abundant. This can definite! 
be seen with the rise of 
handmade Moroccan rugs, 
often layered up to make 
the most of the texture and 
pattern they offer. 

Embrace furniture style from 
the era: Invest in a single 
statement piece of furniture 
in a signature shape for this 
decade. There is no need to go 
over the top as too many pieces 
from the time may look theatrical. A hanging 
chair or a rattan side table make a statement 
while working in harmony with contemporary 
designs and interiors. 

Macrame: Macrame wall hangings will offer a 
nod to the crafting era of fhe 70s and wilt also 
introduce natural materials into your space. 

No longer just for craft fairs, macrame is very 
much bock in style and adding a handmade 
touch to your space harks back to the 
nostalgia of a time before mass production. 

Brass: Brass is a metal with a raw, earthy quality. 
It can be found in many home design elements 
from light fixtures to vases. Whether you want 
a statement lampshade or a few details to 
accentuate your existing look, brass adds a 
touch of 70s vintage style to your room. 

Pretty patterns: The 70s was well known for 
its over-the-top swirly patterns. This would be 
very over powering in most rooms, but if used 
as one 'feature' piece (as wallpaper, a mural 
or in fabrics) It will create interest and a focal 
paint within the space. 

There are many ways to embrace the 70s 
within your home styling, whether you ore 
green fingered, with a house full of hanging 
plants or prefer a statement piece or two. 
There is a design element out there to reflect 
this era and your own home needs. And if 
there isn't, wetl why not make one? After ail 
this was the decade when 'crafting' really 
took off. • 



opposite page: blue 
wine glosses by 
Otive r ./Design. £150 for 
six of Efsy; coloured 
pressed gloss fi/mbJers 
by Primrose & Pium r £7 
each 

Nils page: Tinkerfonfc 
raff on swing chair r 
£243.99 ai Amazon: 
Luciano cornet 
sofa. EL999 at DFS: 
Moroccan runner rug, 
£569 atiRugs 
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Your Dream 

kitchen starts here 


Insist on the original 'top that fits on top'. 

You can have the kitchen you've always dreamed of without the nightmare of weeks of 
disruption and mess. Our quartz, granite, porcelain and glass worktops are custom-made 
in our own workshops before being expertly fitted on top of your existing surface 
by our own craftsmen, transforming your kitchen completely in as little as one day. 




Start at the top 
Our worktops are just the 
beginning. With over 30 colours 
to choose from, there's a style 
to suit every look, from Cou ntry 
Kitchen to Scandinavian Chic, Add 
splashbacks, replacement doors, 
mosaics and flooring to match and 
your dream has come true! 
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Banbury; 

Unit 8, Swan Industrial Estate, 
Gatterldge St, Banbury, 0X16 SDH 
g ra n itet ra n sfo rm at Eo n s. co. u k/b a n b u ry 

01295 515 880 


Hatton: 

Hatton Shopping Village, 

Dark Lane, Hatton, Warwick CV35 8XA 
grani tetra n sfo rm a ti ons.co.uk/ha Ito n 

01926 675 230 



GRANITE 

transformations 

chen&b rhroon makeovers 




Tough and beautiful 

Our high performance 
materials are heat, stain 
and scratch resistant 
and come with an 
industry-leading 
lifetime warranty. 









Worktops, splashbacks, doors, 
floors, appliances and accessories 
High performance, low maintenance 
No demolition - less waste, less mess, 
less disruption 
installed in as little as 1 day 
Local business, global reputation 
Kitchens, bathrooms and more 


15 Regent Street, 

Rugby GV21 2PE 

gra n i tetra nsformations.co.uk/rugby 

01788 297 852 


Soon to be 


^TREND 

T transformations 





























































I he word ^ombre 1 
is derived from the 
French word ombrer 
which means fo shade. 
Ombrer, translated from the 
Italian ombrare and umbra, 
literally means l to shade 
or shadow/ It's current 
definition, 'having colours 
that shade into each 
other - used especially in 
fabrics In which the colour 
is graduated from light to 
dark. 




curtains. If 
something 
more simple 
and understated is your 
style then ombre can be 
added to your decor via 
bedding, painted furniture 
and accessories like lamps, 
lampshades, pillows, 
pillowcases, and rugs. 

Ombre your own items: 

Ombre can be what you 


wish it to be from simple 
and subtle to bold and 
dramatic. Dip dyeing 
has been easily done DJY 
for years and updating 
existing furniture is now 
easier than ever, given the 
recent popularity surge in 
'upcycling 1 . 


A perfectly tmperfect 

In the history of 
textiles - fabrics, weavings 
or materials - the term 
ombre is used to define a 
technique to add a gradual 
colour to, from light to dark. 
The beauty and flexibility 
of this arfform is both in the 
application as well as in the 
final outcome, in such that 
it is a perfectly imperfect 
arfform. There is no right 
or wrong way to ombre as 
tong as the final result is that 
of gradual shading. 

The history of ombre: 

Ombre is thought to be 
an offshoot of a weaving 
process that originated 
in Europe. Ombre has 
adorned pre-Civil War quilts, 
furniture, textiles, Victorian 
era ribbons and trims and 
in recent past history, in 

% 


Sophisticated tie-dye: 

Often seen as a variation of 
tie-dye, ombre is so much 
more. It brings an effortless, 
casual and bohemian chic 
feel to home decor. All the 
while it can be dressed 
up to take on a more 
sophisticated and elegant 
appearance. Ombre is not 
limited to fabrics either. In its 
current state of popularity, 
this trend translates well 
In other mediums such as 
paint and tile and appears 
throughout the home 
from bath to kitchen to 
bedroom, dining and living 
areas. 

Ombre throughout the 

There are no limits 
to how ombre can be 
used in the home. It really 
depends on you and how 
you wish to use it. If you 
prefer something bold and 
dramatic you could try 
pointed walls or hanging 


from fop ieft: blue glass /ug, £7.??, 

Homo Sense: blue ombre vase, £8, 

and fea light holder, £4, both WiTko; roam set and contents ail 
gram George Home; lorena Canals ombre rug, £170, Amara; 
blue ombre throw, TIC Adaxx 


the 1970s it graced disco 
wear. Ombre's popularity 
has once again surged in 
recent years appearing in 
hairstyles, on the runway 
and in home decor. This 
ancient artform is seeing a 
new, modern, fresh revival 
that started as a trend 
but seems to have staying 
power. 










SPRING SALE NOW ON 

Open daily 10arm-5pm 

Over 25 years'experience huge range of garden 
houses ^ high quality sheds competitve prices 

Norton Leisure Buildings Display Centre 
Banbury Road, Chipping Norton 0X7 5$Y 

01608 643784 
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MAIN STREET, GREAT BOURTON, OXFORDSHIRE OXI7 IQU 

A charming collection of new homes on the edge of Great Bourton, 
sympathetically designed in keeping with their peaceful surroundings, these 


WHAT MAKES 
US DIFFERENT? 


HAYFIELD 

HOMES 


We are proud of our new home? and the high specification 
we include as standard, these are an example of a few. 


CLOSE BOARD 
FENCING 


ANTIQUE BRONZE 
IRONMONGERY 


BOSCH APPLIANCES 


ERFL 


HEATING 


T1 AMPTONS 

JL A INTER NATION A L 


homes display meticulous attention to detail and sophisticated specifications. 


0845 052 4763 


Prices From £345,000 


h ay ti e I d vi e w s@h ay fi e I d h om e s . co. u k 


SHOW HOME OPEN DAILY I0 AM -5 PM 


hayfieldhomes.co.uk 




























ADVERTSING FEATURE 


HOMES AND INTERIORS 



A steady stream of house hunters 
have been visiting the Hayfield Views 
show home to experience what’s to 
come from the latest collection of 2-5 
bedroom new homes in the beautiful 
village of Great Bourton. 

Harriet Dickson, Sales Manager 
at Hayfield Homes, explains why 
Hayfield Views has been such a 
hit. "What mokes this development 
different is the way it fits in with the 
existing architecture of the vii/age. 
These homes hove more character 
than people are accustomed to with 
o new home, which weVe managed 
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by incorporating traditional Ironstone 
for the exteriors and only using the 
finest modern features and /otesf 
appliances inside , such os underfloor 
heah'ng, curved cupboards and 
antique bronze ironmongery. Pf 

The five-bedroom show home, styled 
by interior design consultancy Claude 
Hooper, adds a contemporary 
twist to the traditional country 
home, incorporating a neutral 
colour scheme and unique feature 
wallpapers. With its name inspired by 
the outlook selected homes enjoy 
over the Cherwetl Valley, Hayfield 
Views sits at the edge of Great 
Bourton village just 3 miles from 
Banbury, with Oxford and Birmingham 
under an hour away by road. 


For more information about Hayfield 
Views, please contact our sales 
team on 08450524763, email 
hayfietdviews@hayfieldhomes.co.uk 
or visit the Hayfield Homes website on 
www.hayfieldhomes.co.uk 


As well as the new homes, Hayfield 
Homes is building a new community 
hall and children’s play area as 
part of its commitment to the local 
community. Harriet continues, 
"People hove commented on 
how impressed they are with the 
community engagement surrounding 
Hayfieid Views . A reai community 
environment is on offer here, and the 
new ho// and piayground are a great 
way for new and existing residents to 
integrate with one another."’ 



Work has started on a second pavilion al 
Cropredy Cricket Club, described os 'the 
biggest project in its history'. 



The new building will include a club 
room, with a kitchen and a bar, 
changing rooms with showers and a 
raised verandah for spectators. 

A second pitch will accompany the 
pavilion as the club expands to meet the 
demand for cricket in the area. 

Club spokesman Han van Reen said: 

"This is the biggest sing/e project in the 
c/ub’s history - to bur/d o new second 
ground and pavilion adjacent to the 
current ground. 

"We are de/ighfed that work is now under 
way and ore realty looking forward to the 
finished results and what it will mean for 
the c/ub." 

The work is hoped to be completed by 
August this year. 
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BANBURY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD 


DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS. DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE LIVING ROOM ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 
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ROflL€Q2 
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HomePro 

Insurance 


FENSA 

Registered! Company 


Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email info@banwin.co.uk Web www.banwin.co.uk 



















































HOMES AND INTERIORS 







N ow that summer is here many will 
turn their thoughts to entertaining. 
Our homes will likely become a hive 
of activity as friends and family visit 
for barbecues and fellow parents 
visit for 'playdates 1 , writes Cathy Black. 

Many homes will obviously be geared 
towards everyday family living, this doesn't 
have to mean however, that you cannot 
make your space a successful entertaining 
one this summer. Here are a few tips to get 
you home ‘entertaining ready'. 

Colour choices: A compact entertaining 
area can be made to feet bigger by using 
tots of tight colours on the walls. However, an 
entertaining space sometimes is better off 
feeling cosy and lively, rather than airy and 
minimalist. Don't be scared to embrace dark 
or dramatic hues on the waits, either as the 
primary colour or as an accent, to hetp set a 
more intimate mood. 

Lighting: It's especially important in an 
entertaining space to have a good lighting 
scheme that can be controlled to set the 
right mood. Multi-light sconces can help add 
lighting at a face-flattering angle to make 
your space and your guests look their best. 

Seating: When entertaining, you'll want to 
be able to seat a large number of people. 
Another day, you might want a comfortable 
place to relax alone. Start your furniture plan 
with a large sofa, and you'll be ready for 
both of these scenarios. 

Versatile tables: Besides needing a place to 
sib your guests will also need space in which 
to move around, stretch their legs or maybe 


even dance a little. 

Avoid bulky tables 
and furnishings that 
block circulation 
space. Instead of a 
chunky coffee fable, 
try a leggy option 
that won't get in the way of any outstretched 
feet. Even better, use several small fables that 
can be moved out of the way or rearranged 
as desired. 


Dining areas: Although spaces vary, an 
oval or circular table is usually a good fit to 
accommodate a flexible number of guests. 
The rounded edges allow you to seat guests 
without having to bump anyone into a 
corner. Round tables also make it easier 
to host an odd number of guests without it 
looking "off." 

Serving stations: Creating natural reasons for 
people to circulate through a space, rather 
than bunching up in one area, makes for 
better traffic flow and more mingling. One of 
the best ways to subtly get people moving 
is to place a drink station (or a food station, 
in a buffet scenario) away from obvious 
gathering spots, like the kitchen island or 
the main seating. Setting up a little bar like 
this in a corner out of the way of traffic will 
keep guests circulating instead of stopping in 
hallways or doorways. 

Putting guests at ease: Ultimately, one of the 
most important decorating decisions in a 
room of any size is fo consider the comfort 
of your guests as you choose which pieces 
to include. If guests feel as though they must 
move and act in an overly careful manner to 
avoid spoiling your pristine surfaces, they wilt 
never be able to relax. Choosing fabrics that 
are easy to care for, and arranging accents 
in a more casual way, wilt help put your 
guests at ease while creating a sophisticated 
statement and leaving lots of room for your 
personality shine. • 


Create the perfect 
mood in your dining 
room with clever 
lighting. Choose 
modern chic such as 
the Rocio five-fight 
cascade pendant, 
£329.99 from Wayfah 
or opt for a sultry 
Moroccan style 
pendant £ 180 from 
Moroccan Bazaar 
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NICHOLSONS 

Nestled in the lovely village of North Aston, near Deddington, Nicholsons 
plays the role of your ideal garden destination. Growing and selling a vast 
range of herbaceous and ornamental trees and hedging, the Nicholsons 
Plant Centre also boasts our own outdoor style brand, Rosara, to help you 



Garden Design 

We are passionate about using space in a clever way and 
celebrate the strength in every landscape* Attention to 
detail is of the utmost importance in our work. Above 
all, we like to fulfil our clients" expectations; we listen 
carefully to what you want from your project and attend 
to your budget requirements as our guiding principle. 




Garden Construction 

Our construction teams work closely with our design 
team, in addition to many other designers, including the 
world acclaimed Fernando Caruncho, We collaborate to 
finalise plans and set up projects, giving the customer a 
seamless and effective journey through their project. 
















Address: Nicholsons, The Park, North Aston, 0X25 6HL 
Email: coiitact@nicholsonsgb,com Phone: 01869 340342 


maximise the full potential of your garden. While you pause to consider 
your perfect plants, why not take a moment and enjoy a delicious cup of 
coffee in our Yurt cafe — with creative chef Fiona Cullinane at the helm, we 
offer the most delicious and simple lunch menu. 



Nicholsons PI ants 

Asa team, we are passionate about horticulture and simply 
love sharing our knowledge. Our range of plants extends 
to all the usual suspects — shrubs, a small herbaceous 
collection, climbers and fruit. We also specialise m 
bigger screening plants and specimen ornamental trees. 




Rosara 

Rosara introduces Outdoor Stvle, working with artisans 
at home and abroad to bring you The Rosara Collection, 
We know from experience, the best garden is only made 
complete by stunning furniture, lighting and accessories. 
We take the garden and make it into your home. 
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GARDENS AND COUNTRY 



A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing 
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts 


AQUATICS 


SUMMER 

BEDDING 


PATIO 

PLANTS 


TEDDY BEAR LOVERS! 

See our extensive range of bears on 
display, including collectables and 
cuddly companions 




I I' is 


LUlMoHuI Irll 
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Step into Summer 

with the garden lovers’ garden centre 


www.1arnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 


I tin JtlditiAltl 


on A423 Southam Road 
nr Farnbo rough 
Banbury 0X17 1 EL 
01295 690479 


Open six days a week- 
Tues-Sat: 9am-5.3Gpm 
Sun: 10 30am-4.30pm 
Open bank holiday Mondays 


A world of 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN 
WON’T COST THE EARTH 


GARDEN CENTRE EVENTS 



BARN FARM PLANTS 
Wardington 

• Every Wednesday Knif 
and Naffer, 10am in the 
Greenhouse Cafe 

• Thursday 14th June: 
Willow Workshop - Plant 
Supports (Short Open 
Structures), £30 (please 
pre-book), 

• Sunday 1 7th June: 
Father's Day, 12.30pm-2pm 
- book your table to enjoy 
a Sunday roast. 


EVENLEY WOOD GARDEN 
Even/ey 

• English Garden Festival 
Until 10th June, celebrate 
the magnolias and roses 
whilst enjoying some 
traditional garden games 
and a picnic in the 
meadow. 

• Father's Day, 17th 
June, It's the turn of the 
dadsl Enjoy lunch and a 
wander through the wood. 
Entrance price for Dad is 
halved. 




Over 30 gardens open in the local area! 

The Festival of Open Gardens 
will raise vital funds for 
Katharine House this summer. 


Find out more at 
hhh.org.uk/gardens 



KATHARINE 

HOUSE 

HOSPICE 


Reg. Charity No. 297099 
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wfh Davfd Williams 

www.thepotfingshed.ca. uk 
twitter@pottingshed I 
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Your garden should be growing like 
mad and will be ready to burst into 
bloom at this time of the year! Be 
prepared to be busy in the garden 
as with the weather generally being 
warmer and the days longer and 
sunnier it means that everything will be 
growing at a rate of an inch a week! 

With this rate of growth you will need 
to keep staking and tying up this 
month. It is particularly the perennials 
that flop over very easily, especially 
after heavy rain or strong winds. Keep 
an eye on any plants you feel are at 
risk of falling so that you can support 
them accordingly. 

If you have not yet done so there 
is still some time to get your tender 
perennials planted out. These are 
great for filling in gaps or just adding 
colour to your borders. I like to keep a 
few tender perennials growing in pots 
ready to pop info the border when 
a gap appears, such as when spring 
bulbs finish or when you have cut 
back another perennial. 


Another way to keep your borders 
flowering is to water regularly during 
dry periods and keep up with the 
dead heading, the more you dead 
head the more flower heads will 
grow. 

Just as the garden is bursting into 
flower for this year we need to think 
about next year. June is the time to 
start sowing biennials and perennials 
for next year. Wall flowers need to be 
sown direct in the soil; a line sown in 
the vegetable garden Is ideal. You 
will need to space them out very 
thinly as they grow into very bushy 
plants that will be ready to plant 
out in your borders in October. Sow 
your perennials in pots using gritty 
compost and place in a cold frame. 

Like everything else in the garden the 
hedges will also be growing well and 
will need a tidy up, especially where 
they are growing around gates and 


along paths. One type of hedge that 
will definitely need a cut is box as 
there is nothing nicer than a well-cut 
box hedge or clipped topiary. I think 
it really sets the garden off. 

Do make sure that you disinfect the 
shears and clippers every time you 
move on to a new hedge or piece 
of topiary, this will help prevent the 
spread of box blight should you have 
any of it on your plants. 

Don't forget to net your soft fruit as 
it starts to ripen, this will keep all the 
birds from having them for lunch! In 
the vegetable garden, keep up with 
the succession of sowing lettuce, 
radish and rocket so you get a 
constant supply of salad all summer 
long. It's also time to start sowing 
your winter crops such as cauliflower, 
broccoli and cabbage: this will keep 
up your harvest throughout the winter 
months. 


- 












GARDENS AND COUNTRY 



aaraans 



TYSOE GARDENS 

Midd/e and Upper Tysoe, 
Warwick CV3S QSE 2nd-3rd 
June , 2pm-6pm (above) 

Tysoe sits at the foot of the 
north-eastern edge of the 
Cotswold Hills near the site 
of the Baffle of Edgehiti. 

The gardens are diverse in 
character, planting, size 
and style. As early summer 


openers there is always 
a huge question mark 
over what will or will not 
be in bloom on the two 
days they are open. It is a 
lottery for the visitors and 
gardeners alikel But what 
Tysoe always offers is a 
happy atmosphere, some 
glorious gardens, a good 
walk round the village or 
if you prefer, a free bus 
ride, and a jolly good tea 
made by the large band of 
bakers, mostly Wl members, 
living in the village, 

HUN NINGHAM GARDENS 

Ht/nnmgfiom, leommgfon 
Spa CV33 90S, 2nd-3rd 
June , 1pm-5.30pm (above 
right) 

Nestling in the countryside 
close to the River Learn 
with St Margaret's church 
dating in part to the 13th 
century, there are six 
gardens to view: A plant 
lover's garden brimming 
with woodland plants, 



tender perennials, unusual 
shrubs and trees, new fruit 
and vegetable plot and a 
plant filled conservatory: 

A newly formed garden 
with pleached hornbeam 
avenue, parterre with 
feature sculpture, 
panoramic views, wooded 
areas, cut flower garden 
and new holm oak circle: 

A large partly walled 
garden with mature shrubs 


and frees surrounding the 
old hall: a newly created 
large cottage garden with 
attractive herbaceous 
borders, hard landscaping 
features and vegetable 
plot: a hedged cottage 
garden with herbaceous 
perennials, fruit and 
vegetable areas: lastly, 
new for 2018, a garden 
set high on the hill with 
views across the Shires, 
with herbaceous planting, 
waited vegetable garden, 
natural pond, orchard and 
wildflower meadow. 

BOLTERS FARM 

Chi/soa Pudlicote Lane, 
Chipping Norton 0X7 
3HU, 3rd June, pm-S.30pm 
(obove right) 

A cherished old cottage 
garden restored over the 
last ten years. Tumbly moss 
covered walls and sloping 
lawns go down to a stream 
with natural planting and 
character. 


] 
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PILE & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 



Husqvarna Automower Range 


ST/HL 

Cordless products 





ASPEN 





Aspen Alkylate Petrol 


Follow us on 






Ca lor Gas 
(Collection Only) 


Morris Oils 
& lubricants 



FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON, BANBURY 0X17 1JL * TEL: 01295 211790 • MON-FRI BAM-5PM . SAT: B.3QAM-2PM •WWW.FNPILE.C0.UK 
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PRESTON CAPES AND 
UTILE PRESTON GARDENS 

Utile Preston , Daventry 
NN II 3TF, 3rd June, Jpm- 
5pm (above) 

A selection of five 
differing gardens in 
the beautiful unspoilt 
south Northamptonshire 
ironstone villages, most 
with a backdrop of 
fantastic views of the 
surrounding countryside. 
Gardens range from small 
contemporary, through to 
classical country style with 
old fashioned roses and 
borders. 


STEEPLE 
ASTON 
GARDENS 

Steep/e Aston 

0X25 4SP, 3rd June, Jpm- 

6pm fbe/ow right) 

Steeple Aston, often 
considered the most 
easterly of the Cofswold 
villages, is a beautiful stone 
built village with gardens 
that provide a huge 
range of interest. A stream 
meanders down the hill as 
the landscape changes 
from sand to clay. The 
eight open gardens include 
small florlferous cottage 



gardens, large landscaped 
gardens, natural woodland 
areas, ponds, bog gardens, 
and themed borders. 

ROCKCUFFE HOUSE 

Upper 5/o ugh ter, 
Cheltenham GI54 2JW, 6th 
and 27th June (above) 

This is a large traditional 
English garden of eight 
acres including a pink 
garden, a white and blue 
garden, herbaceous 


borders, a rose terrace, 
a large walled kitchen 
garden and an orchard. 
There are greenhouses 
as well as a pathway 
of topiary birds leading 
up through an orchard 
to a stone dovecote. 

This garden is featured 
in several books and 
magazines, including 
Gardens Mus f rated. Sorry, 
but the owners of the 
garden cannot allow dogs. 




John Deere TANGO E5 

Autonomous lawnmower Series II 

Quote code * Automatic charging 

'Shires!S'when in ... , - , . 

- 19 - lUzmm cutting heiqht 

enquiring to get 3 3 

th is special price! | ■ Home installation included 


Free Delivery 

2 Year Warranty 


* 

44 . 

: .'V 

; 0% INTEREST 

1 V "far- 

0m mm 0^ fi Selling Price 

I I QCPER^oo 

I 1 OJ month 

Depositof£28Qfollowedby 12 
monthly installments of £189 

FARDL “ 

limited Tel: 01 

f Faeebaok.com/Faro1Ltd Q It 

me Farm. Milton Boddinglon Rd, Byfield, 

Oxon. OX§ 2NZ N 'hamptonshire, NN11 6 F L 

S44 278843 Tal: 01 327 264844 

istagram.com/FafolLtdl ** Twitter.com/FarolLtd 



BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 

BSUTl A FAHR 





Shenington Airfield Tel: 01295-680711 

Ryan Hall Tel 078A0 742701 H A , ,, R 

www, brucehopkins.co.uk 1 
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Garden Centre, Cafe and Antiques 


Bedding, Basket Plants and 
Hanging Baskets 


Garden Hardy Plants 


Garden Furniture and 
Water Features 


Greenhouse Cafe 


•ft 

C Barn Farm Plants 

•'Garden Centre 


Mon to Sat Sam- 6pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm 


FENCE SUPPLIERS 
GATE MAKERS 
DECKING STOCKISTS 


*1 


OPEN TO TRADE AND RETAIL 
■ Standard or made to measure 

* Large stocks 

* Prompt delivery 

* Extremely competitive rates 

* Professional friendly advice 

VISTT OUR DISPLAY SITE 
OR PHONE US fOR A FREE 
COLOUR RROCHURE 

Old Station Yard The Old Garage 


n 


Marton 
Warwickshire 
CV23 9RH 

01926 633739 


Woodford Halse 
Northamptonshire 
NN11 3RB 

01327 262124 
www.mainlinetimber.co.uk 

sales@mainfinetimber.co.uk 

Opening times: 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday 
Sam * 12 noon Saturday 
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Where hove of/ fhe birds gone? George Fenemore 
suggests they have found new homes In Europe. Js 
fhof due to c/imate change? Or Brex/f? 


So where to start?... 

G iven the confused 
state of the weather 
gods and our politico! 
masters, perhaps it should 

be “Give us this day our 
daily bread!" 

The Clifton flock started to 
lamb just as the ‘beast from 
the east' struck, although 
there was plenty of fodder 
for them in the barns, the 
same could not be said of 
the local shop! Two days of 
difficult weather and the 
local “white settlers" had 
stripped the shelves bare. 

The North Aston flock came 
down with the next bout of 
winter weather, but this time 
it took one day to empty 
the local Co-opl 

Perhaps it's time that Gove 
and J Bojo’ took notice of 
the fragile state of our daily 
food supply, with their mad 
promises of cheap food for 
everyone. 

In truth, most of our high 
welfare/high provenance 
food, produced to 
standards demanded by 
our masters, is exported 
to countries that respect 
our standards of animat 
and crop production. Our 
own consumers are being 
left with the supermarkets' 
worldwide low cost 
scrapings produced by 
agri technology which is 
banned by governmental 
green advisors. This situation 
is only set to get worse - the 
more we export and import 
the more we add to climate 
change and unpredictable 
weather patterns, all at 
which have an effect on 
food production. Perhaps I 
have spent too long in the 
night time lambing shed! 



As I bash out this offering 
we have a few ewes of the 
North Aston flock to go, 
they came down very fast 
with most lambing in the first 
14 days, so it was all hands 
on deck, but apart from the 
usual problems it's been a 
good lambing season. 

The last of our spring crops 
were mauled in at the 
end of April. Although very 
late by the calendar dote 
(cuckoo Barley) it was 
better to waft for a passable 
seed bed. After all, the 
seed is better in the ground 
than in the bag. It's got 
two chances (it will either 
produce a crap or it won’t). 

It's not just the crops the 
late spring has affected, 
the farm wildlife is well 
behind schedule. Although 
we had a pair of swallows 
arriving at fhe start of April 
and they sot shivering in the 
barn, the main contingent 
did not come bock until 
the start of May and the 
swifts and house martins 
came with the sun over 
the May bank holiday. As 
for the cuckoo, she or he 
comes in April, sings his 
song in May, changes his 
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tune in the middle of June and then 
he flies away. I hope 1 hear one this 
year; (I am up with or just before the 
sun) which is the best time to hear 
the dawn chorus before the local 
combustion engines start their daily 
roar. In reality, with climate change 
the cuckoo Is preferring to- spend its 
breeding season in Europe where for 
the same reasons many more of its 
host parent birds prefer to stay, rather 
than crossing the channel. 

A number of the ‘Red list’ birds, 
are in fact, migrants over wintering 
in Africa and coming here to 
breed, but changing weather 
patterns are keeping them well 
south. The populist view is that 
modern agriculture is to blame 
for the reduction in farm land bird 
numbers, but may I suggest that 
as commuters charge through the 
countryside heading for the nearest 
motorway junction, they take a look 
at the amount of ongoing habitat 
loss that is occurring to provide 
them with a countryside home and 


the infrastructural 
engineering that goes 
with it. 


Over the last few 
months the popular 
press and media have 
carried a number of 
environmental rants 
from any number 
of environmental 
'experts', but it 
should be remembered that many 
of them have a vested interest in 
berating modern farming methods, 
as they all have a book, program or 
podcast to sell. 

Just who is exploiting the countryside 
and its environment for their own 
ends? After all farmers feed their 
fellow men or perhaps that should 
be persons and steward the natural 
environment. 

Gh well that's the end of this 
particular rant as 3 now have to 
sort out the latest DEFRA/ RPA 
gobbledygook! 


*******«« 

dew, tf sweet 

th£ ««■** which u tCi Z „ J, pradttC£ te> 

fy otter ?rtdat „l the fro*. 



All the farm land in this country has 
been remapped. The 'new' maps 
show Home Farm has Most' up to 60% 
of its hedgerows and gained some 
that have never existed. This wilt 
allow Natural England to continue 
to withhold our vital environment 
payments [Mr Gove's public goods) 
which are now some 1S months 




overdue. This is because it appears 
that we are claiming for more hedge 
length than the new maps show, 
even though the hedges in question 
were measured, photographed and 
logged on the original agreement 
by Natural England themselves] Now 
we have to submit a form for each 
hedge correction! 

Forget it! 

I am off beekeeping, at least you 
know where you stand with them. • 
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GARDENS AND COUNTRY 


words: russell smith 




gloriously sunny May Bank 
Holiday saw thousands gather 
for the Warwickshire point to 
.point meeting at Molfington 
near Banbury last month. 

Joe Anderson described riding his 
first winner on Norse Castle at the 
Warwickshire meeting as a massive 
relief. 

The 21'year-old, who hails from 
Liverpool, broke his duck at the 25th 
attempt aboard the son of Norse 
Dancer in the 2m 4f FN Pile four. Five 
and Sfo-Year-Olds Open Maiden. 

Anderson lost an iron at the last 
fence on the five-year-old, trained 
by Sarah Bosley at Chalfont St Giles, 
as he challenged Order In Court, 
and kicked out the other leg, before 
driving the 16-1 outsider home by 
three lengths, 

Aston Rowant trainer Alan Hill reeled 
off a double in the two feature 
races with flavefhebrave taking the 
Skinner's Pet Foods Ladies' Open, 
before Pride Of Parish landed the 2m 
4f Claydon Horse Exercisers Men's 
Open * 

Benefit Of Luck won the Sir James 
Shuckburgh Bt Restricted * The six- 
year-old regained the lead from The 
Jaffna Queen at the second-last and 
stayed on best to land the spoils by 
12 lengths. 


Sam Lee also recorded a 
double, taking the Suffer 
Sherborn Warwickshire Hunt 
Members', Subscribers' and 
Farmers' Race on Dandan 
and the Ray Randerson 
Carpets PRORA C/ub 
Members 1 Maiden aboard 
if 1 )/ Be Grand. Lee sent 
Dandan , from Francesca 
Mailer's nearby Sibford 
Ferris's stables, into the lead 
at the fourth-last and the ten-year- 
old galloped away to pass the post 
five lengths ahead of T hyne for Ruda. 
Owner Hugh Wilson's father, Guy, 
reported that it had taken a long 
time to get Dandan back on track 
after he had fallen and brought 
dawn a rival at Andoversford last 
season. 


Neumond returned to winning ways 
for Stuart Morris's West Haddon 
stables, near Rugby, in the Avonvote 
Equine Practice South Midlands Area 
Conditions Race , 


The seven-year-old went clear 
after jumping into the lead at the 
fourth-last under Jack Andrews, and 
despite tiring on the run-in he stilt 
had five lengths to spare over Ve/vet 
Cognac.# 
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Barry, Lynne Deaktn , Sam Buffer & Jane 
Starkey: 9: Bruce & Sophie Hopkins; fO: 
Hoyfiefd Homes' team Stephanie flaPerfs, 
Hornet Dickson and Emma Sweefrngfram 
with Roger the dog; f J. 5 Jce creams were 
in demand: 12: Momma Urchin clofhes; 
13: A von va/e vets' feom Emily Douglas- 
Osborn, Lucy Lawson. Debbie GJover and 
Aiex JC/ngdon; J3: Beverley Soskin with 
colourful belts 


I: Dan Dan - winner of the first; 2: Sally 
Richards and Simon Powell of Polo 
Experiences: 3: the tic fac men; 4: parade 
ring: 5: racing underway: 6: a hot day for 
dogs: 7: owners enjoying the sun; 8: Kim 
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When Henry died in 1547, Edward 
Seymour 1 sf Duke of Somerset and 
Lord Protector to the nine year old 
Edward VI, made further radical 
changes to church order, tn June of 
1549 the Book of Common Prayer was 
introduced and it was mandatory 
to use It on pain of imprisonment. It 
was fn English. Hitherto all services 
had been conducted in Latin, which 
wouldn't be understood by the 
majority of the congregation. Much of 
the mystique of the retigious ritual was 
wiped out at a stroke and many of the 
clergy didn't like it. 

Clergy and yeomanry rebelled in 
different areas of the country, but 
it was the Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire Rising that had an impact 
in the Four Shires. The 
ringleader was James 
Webbe, vicar of Barford St 
Michael. Other local vicars 
involved were John Wade 
of Bloxham and Henry 
Joyes of Chipping Norton. 

They refused to adopt 
the Book of Common 
Prayer, but they stood no 
chance. Fifteen hundred 
mercenary soldiers were 
drafted in with orders to 
execute the rebels and to 
put their heads on pikes 
for all to see. Market day 
was chosen to ensure 
maximum exposure for 
their punishment. 


Almost a hundred years later another 
Four Shires clergyman died for his 
misplaced allegiance. William Oldys 
was vicar of Adderbury from 1642 
until his violent death in 1645 during 
the height of the English Civil War. 
Oldys was a staunch Royalist, whereas 
most of his parishioners were Non¬ 
conformist Parliamentarians, which 
led to much ill feeling towards the 
vicar from his congregation. Sunday 
sermons must have been difficult. 

There's a fanciful tale that's become 
an established part of Adderbury's 
folk history, which adds an almost 
comical twist to the vicar's destiny. It is 
said that he intended to accompany 
his wife to take their son to school in 
Oxford, but that on that fateful day 
there were Parliamentary soldiers in 


S ummer of 1549 and it's 
market day in Chipping 
Norton. There's the usual 
hubbub as the crowds jostle 
to see what the traders have 
to offer and the pedlars shout their 
wares. There are sacks of grain, bales 
of wool, carts piled high with fruit 
and vegetables, and crates of live 
chickens, alongside stalls selling planks 
and nails and other ironmongery. 


1549 was a 
turbulent year 
throughout the 
land. The old ways 
were changing. 
Henry VIII had 
broken with the 
church in Rome 
and had dissolved 
the monasteries. 
He also abolished chantry chapels, 
which were areas set aside in a 
church where souls of the dead were 
prayed for - for a fee. These chapels 
were a good source of income for the 
churches. 


* r'v 








James Webbe suffered the most. He 
was taken to Aylesbury, hanged until 
almost dead then disembowelled. 
Finally he was decapitated and his 
body hacked into ‘quarters' that were 
passed round the assembled crowd 
to make sure they got the message. 
John Wade of Bloxham, who had 
been condemned to be hanged 
from his own church steeple, was 
apparently reprieved but Henry Joyes 
of Chipping Norton was not so lucky. 
He was hauled up by the neck in 
chains to the top of the church tower 
in Chipping Norton and left there to 
die - or so we are fed to believe. 


The babble of conversation as people 
catch up with news and gossip 
competes with the clatter of carts 
and horses’ hooves, and the incessant 
cacophony of complaint from the 
livestock. Sheep predominate in this 
wool town, and they protest loudly 



as they're herded into makeshift 
pens down the middle of the street. 
The air’s heavy with dust and the 
pungent smelt of animal dung. The 
inns are doing a brisk trade and no 
doubt the pick-pockets are too. But 
this is no ordinary market day. There's 
an undercurrent of anticipation on 
this particular Wednesday in August, 
Soldiers are in town and the tension is 
palpable. The word on the street and 
in the taverns is that there's to be a 
public hanging. 
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the village on the lookout to catch 
themselves a Royalist. One of his 
neighbours informed on him. The story 
goes that as he fled on horseback he 
cost money on the ground behind him 
to try to throw off his pursuers, but that 
his horse let him down. The route he 
chose Involved passing the vicarage, 
and after a four hour chase his steed 
had had enough and. recognising 
home, it pulled up short and the vicar 
was caught and shot. 


curate was known to chat with the 
pair of them whilst they were in bed 
together. One wonders what the 
topics of conversation were. It's hard 
to imagine a deep religious discussion 
being held in those circumstances or 
even mundane comments about the 
weather being exchanged. 

Griffiths Davies drank, and that 
was the undoing of him. One of 
the servants, Sarah Clements, was 
often sent to the then Sandys Arms 
in Chadlington to fetch the curate 
home. She'd have to help him off with 
his boots as welt, because he was so 
inebriated that he couldn't unlace 
them himself. Another of the curate’s 
favourite haunts that was described 
as "one of the lowest, darkest pieces 
in the county," was the original 
Churchill Arms in Ascott, which is also 
now a private house. 


It’s impossible to verify this account, 
and whether he was slain by a 
neighbour or by a soldier isn't clear. 
Another report has him run through 
with a sword rather than shot. The only 
thing that seems certain is that he was 
chased by Parliamentarian soldiers 
and killed. With a little imagination, 
relatively dull facts can be elaborated 
into a memorable folk tale. 


was his drunkenness 
because of his wife’s 
brazen infidelity or 
was it the reason she 
abandoned bis bed? 


and slurred his way through services, 
and an one occasion made an 
obscene remark to the Parish Clerk in 
public. 

This was a step too far, and in 
the Michaelmas term of 1822 he 
appeared before the Ecclesiastical 
Court, where his various 
misdemeanors, including his unusual 
domestic arrangements, were aired 
and testified to by his staff. He was 
banned for three years from all 
functions of clerical office and his 
salary was suspended. After that if 
would need a certificate signed by 
three local clergy before he could be 
re-instated. The eventual outcome is 
unknown. 

We do, however, know the fate of 
Henry Joyes the unfortunate vicar 
of Chipping Norton involved in the 
dispute about the introduction of the 
Book of Common Prayer in English 
in 1549 - don't we? Well, maybe. 
According to folk history he died in 
chains hanging from his church tower. 

If you consult ecclesiastical records, 
though, one Henricus Joyes was 
appointed as perpetual vicar >» 


Joyes and Oldys suffered because 
of their strong religious or political 
beliefs. There were other clergy who 
were punished because of their own 
erratic behaviour. One such was 
David Griffiths Davies, who in the early 
part of the nineteenth century was 
a curate in the parishes of Charlbury 
and Ascoft-under-Wychwood. 

He ran a school from his home in 
Chadlington. In 1814, 17 year old 
Samuel Beale joined the household to 
be tutored prior to going up to Oxford, 
and spent two years as a guest of the 
Davies'. 

Beale graduated and moved back 
in with the curate and his wife, Ann. 
On what given pretext is uncertain, 
but according to the servants, Ann 
and Samuel slept together on a 
regular basis. Reportedly she left her 
nightgown in Beale's room more 
often than in her own. It was clearly 
not a clandestine affair because the 


Was his drunkenness 
because of his wife's 
brazen infidelity or 
was it the reason 
she abandoned his 
bed? Whatever the 
case, inevitably his 
work suffered. His 
time-keeping was 
erratic; he mumbled 



Complaints about Griffiths Davies’s 
behaviour had been made to the 
vicar of Charlbury in 1818, but no 
action taken, because a character 
witness had described him as “a 
good-natured man, generous and 
forgiving and ready to assist at any 
Wme. " His generosity 
and forgiveness 
apparently 
extended to his 
extraordinary marital 
situation. 


I; WUHom Otdys died near Adderbvry 
church gate: 2: The vicarage is opposite 
Adderbury church; 3: How Chipping 
Norton church tower might hove looked 
when Henry Joyes was vicar.Picture 
courtesy of Chrpprng Norton Museum; 

4; Sandys House, formerly Sandys Arms. 
Cha dtin grfon 


1506. 

1626. 

1645. 


Huq. 21. CSnistopfocr 

fl|>ar. 24, TiUUl nK ©IC'IJS. Killed in Civil War. 
ifcLv 23 . U.Till m Barhcr. 


Monument in Tower. 


above; VWfl/am Oldys is recorded in Adderbury church 
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on 7th August 1546 and a man by 
the name of Henry Joys - the same 
man surely - vacated the post due 
to violent death on 31st August 1549, 
the day the mercenaries came to 
town. That's that then. However, 
Henncus Joyes was stilt listed as 
vicar until his "natural death" on 
7th December 1549 when a new 
vicar succeeded him. Did Joyes die 
suspended from his church tower one 


August market day 
In 1549, or was he 
hauled down alive, 
to remain vicar 
for another four 
months? 

Chipping Norton still 
has its Wednesday 
market, which is a 
very sedate affair 
compared with 
its 16th century 
counterpart. 

No soldiers, no 
livestock 
and 

hopefully 
no pickpockets, and if you 
wander down the hill to 
gaze at the church tower, 
even that may not took 
the same as it did when 
Henry Joyes was vicar, 
because it was rebuilt in the 
19th century. Uncertainty 
surrounds the fate of all 
three Four Shires clergymen, 

Joyes, Oldys and Griffiths 



Davies, but an unsolved mystery with 
added drama always makes a good 
folk tale. • 

5: The Comer House, formerly the Churchill 
Arms, Ascott-under- Wychwood: 6: The Old 
Vicarage, Adder bury 
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at avon 



O ne rarely needs 
an excuse to visit 
Avon Dassett near 
Banbury. 

There's the nearby country 
park at Burton Dassetf 
and the circular watk that 
takes in the best end of the 
Cotswold escarpment; Et 
runs all; the way from the 
Four Shires to Gloucester. 
There's the famous soapbox 
derby [this year Et takes 
place on June 23) that sees 
home made karts reaching 
speeds of almost 40mphl 

There is now one other 
very good reason to visit - 
the re-emergence of the 
village pub. 

Closed for almost two 
years, The Yew Tree at Avon 
Dassett is the most recent 
incarnation of the village 
Enn and the new team 
have got the place ticking 
over nicely. 

There’s every chance to 
hope that The Yew Tree 
will grow roots at Avon 
Dassett as it is now a 
community run pub with a 
new management team 
that really understand the 
needs of the village. 

Steve Forrest is the new 
owner and he is keen to 
see the pub become a 
destination food outlet as 
well as a community hub. 
Villagers already use The 
Yew Tree for a number 
of meetings including a 
bridge, gardening and 
homework club as well as 
a walker's group. With the 
appointment of chef Stuart 
Robinson and waitress Zara 
Carmichael they are now 
seriously focussing on the 
food. 



We were lucky enough 
to visit The Yew Tree last 
month and the food was 
delicious. Chef Stuart learnt 
a great deal during his time 
at The Belfry En Warwickshire 
and the Kingham Plough 
and he treated us to some 
of his special dishes during 
our visit. 

I am a great fan of scallops 
and when served on black 
pudding with bacon, 
there's no finer starter, 
other than, perhaps, 

Kate's wild mushroom and 
spinach risotto - this was 
an absolute treat. We’d 
spoken to Stuart previously 
about our requirements 
and he was more than 
happy to oblige. 

"We very often get 
customers asking for 
specific giuten or dairy 
free dishes, not necessarily 
even on the menu - f witt 
always make the effort to 
create something good/' 
said Stuart. 

Our main courses were 
pork tenderloin for 
myself and sea bass for 
Kate - again, both were 
outstandingly good. The 
pork can so often be 
served dry, buf Stuart's was 
cooked to perfection. 



Owner Steve 
Forrest Is quick to 
sing the praises 
of Stuart, and 
he makes sure 
that, as much as 
possible, all the 
food is locally 
sourced. 

"Our ethos is simitar 
to encouraging the 
community hub - we 
//'Ice to support the local 
community and that means 
with our ingredients too," 
he said. 

Our puddings were great, 
my chocolate fondant 
was a treat and Kate's 
panacotta [with ice cream 
from Lighthorne Heath) was 
the perfect finale. 

Make sure to drop in to 
The Yew Tree when you are 
next in the area, it would 
be a scandal to miss out! 

Prices: Battered /ish and 
fripfe cooked chips served 


with pea puree and tartare 
sauce...£?2.50. Pan seared 
scallops served with iemon 
oil black pudding and 
crispy bacon...£9.30. The 
Yew Tree burger (8ozj 
served in a brioche bun 
with lettuce , tomato and 
skinny fries £1 1.50. • 




e Yew Tree 

Avon Basse it 


Eat. Drink. Enjoy. 


QUALITY FOOD MADE FROM LOCAL INGREDIENTS 
ENTERTAINMENT AND LIVE MUSIC 

01295 690868 

Main Street. Avon Dassett. Warwickshire CV47 2AS 

th e-yew-tree.CQ.uk 
[jjJ@theyewtreeavortd.as sett 
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very cheesy tortilla 

This is rather like a super-cheesey quiche without 
the pastry. Cut into bite sized pieces they are 
perfect for picnics. 

Thinly slice two medium potatoes and 200g strong 
Cheddar cheese and layer it all into a buttered 
tray. Whisk six eggs with salt, pepper and two 
tablespoons of double cream. Pour the mixture 
over the top, sprinkle with grated cheese and 
bake In the oven at 2Q0°C for about 20 minutes, 
until firm. Cool and cut Into little squares. 


easy flapjacks 

Melt 250g butter and 200g brown sugar 
in a pan. Add six tablespoons of golden 
syrup, stir, then tip in SOOg oats. Mix 
thoroughly. At this point you could also 
add a mashed banana, or some cherries 
or a handful of sultanas. 

Spoon onto a baking tray and press with 
the back of spoon to compact the mixture 
down. Sake for 15-20 minutes at \90°C, or 
until golden brown on top. 

Cut into squares and leave to coot for 
five minutes before removing from the 
tin. Wrap them up and hide them until it's 
picnic time - If you can see them you will 
eat them! 



ection 


If you're out for the day 
with the family it's always 
fun to take a picnic. The 
children love the idea of 
camping out on the grass 
and fucking into their 
favourite sandwiches. 

That said, to push your 
picnic into a more exciting 
place, the nicest thing 
for everyone is to open 
the basket and find some 
delicious, tasty morsels that 
they might not expect. 

Try offering mini quiches, 
bite sized pasties or our 
extra cheesy tortillas and 
all thoughts of a ham 
sandwich will be forgotten. 


fresh fruit 


There’s nothing nicer than 
piles of fresh fruit to keep 
the family going through 
the day. If it’s sunny and 
hot watermelon is perfect 
and children love tucking 
Into a giant wedge of this 
succulent, brightly coloured 
fruit. Apples, bananas and 
berries are also a good 
choice for picnic extras. 
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tapas 

This is always a winner 
as there’s so much 
choice to nibble on 
and very little prep. Alt 
you need to do is buy 
a list of ready-to-go 
delicacies and add 
a few oils or sauces. 
Arm yourself with the 


bright bean 
saiad 


• Mixed olives, as 
they are or stuffed with 
garlic or feta. 

• Small yellow and red 
peppers * Brush with 
oil and sprinkle with 
course sea salt, pop 
them In the oven whole 
for around fen munltes, 
the allow to cool. 

• A variety of cold 
meats, tomatoes and 
mini corn - skewer 
these onto toasted, 
crusty bread. 

• Feta cheese and 
choriio - thread onto 
cocktail sticks with 
mixed olives. 

• Cooked peeled 
prawns - put them In 
a sealable container 
with a little olive oil, 
crushed garlic and 
chilli and the juice of a 
Lemon. 


Salads can be boring, 
but the combination of 
flavours in this one are 
anything but. 

Start with a combination 
of beans - red kidney 
beans, various green 
beans, butter beans 
and borlott! beans 
give a good variety of 
colour. Add a chopped 
red pepper, tinned 
sweetcorn kernels and 
some qulnoa. 

If you love to have 
cheese In your salads, 
cubed feta would be a 
great addition. 

Make a dressing 
from a teaspoon 
of grainy 
mustard, two 
tablespoons 
of balsamic 
vinegar, the juice 
of a lime and 
a little crushed 
garlic, pop this in 
a clean jam jar 
until you’re ready 
to eat. Give it 
a good shake 
before pouring 
onto the salad. 


• Tomatoes on 
the vine - you 
don't need to do 
anything other 
than leave them 
to look pretty 
until they're all 
gone. 

• Salsa - you 
can buy this 
ready made 
or make your 
own by cooking 
finely chopped 
onion, tomatoes, 
basil, red chilli 
and garlic until 
everything is 
soft. 


bbq chicken 


Raw vegetable sticks with 
a creamy dip will be so 
much nicer than a bag of 
crisps... Mix two small tubs 
of plain greek yoghurt with 
a tablespoon of peanut 
butter and as much sweet 
chilli sauce as you like far 
one of the nicest dips you 
can imagine! 


Take the chicken out of 
the oven, coat it with the 
mixture and return to the 
oven for another 15-20 
minutes. Alt done! 


Such a simple dish to 
prepare and everyone 
loves it. You can use 
chicken drumsicks, wings, 
thighs or legs. 

Brush the meat with a little 
olive oil and put them on 
a baking tray in the oven 
for 20 minutes at 130*C. 

Mix together two 
tablespoons each at 
brown sugar, tomato 
ketchup and soy sauce. 
Add a dessert spoon of 
grainy mustard and the 
juice of a lemon. 


spicy nutty dip 
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HOOK NORTON BREWERY 
EXPERIMENT WITH 
TRIAL #1 LAGER 

The rumours are true.,.! 

Looking for a beer style that would 
complement their existing award 
winning range of both cask and keg 
beers, some would say Hook Norton 
Brewery hove broken with tradition 
and brewed their first lager. Trial #1. 

Brewed in their pilot plant using 
a special lager yeast this first that 
batch [hence the name!) delivers 
a crisp, clean continental style, not 
over hoppy - but very drinkable. 

James Clarke, 
Managing 
Director said: 

*7 would 
never have 
thought 
we would 
have been 
brewing a 
lager, a real 
departure for 
us but then when 


l joined 
Hook Norton 
Brewery 
we didn't 
hove mobile 
telephones, 
the internet, 
brewed three 
different 
beers, 

records were 
handwritten, 
and 90% of 
beer drunk in the UK was drunk in 
pubs. Times and tastes change and 
we like to think down here at Hooky 
we can do the same. 

We are very pleased with our first 
brew and hope you are too. Trio/ 

# J Lager 4% will be available for 
tasting and feedback at The Sun Inn, 
Hook Norton, 4, Banbury, The Costle, 
Oxford and of course here at the 
brewery. What would our forebears 
soy? I think they wouid chuckle, 
and acknowledge that we are in 
a different world today and when 
it comes down to if, it's usually the 
occasion more than the drink you'll 
remember." 






HOGAN $ CIDER 


A new (old) cider has been 
fermented at Hogans cider near 
Alcester. 





The vintage 2014 cider has been 
brewed from apples 
r-'w«ed in 2014 and 
left to mature for 

uud t/2 years. 
It has been pulled 
straight from the vat, 
unfiltered, slightly 
carbonated and 
no sugar has been 
added to sweeten it. 


Hogan’s Libertine 
cider has won a 


trophy in the International Cider 
Challenge in the category West 
Country Cider. A full on tannic 
cider, it's 6.2% abv and sweetened 
with muscovado sugar to give it a 
delicious toffee note... 



The 2018 Mogford prize for food 
and drink short story writing was 
awarded to Jane Cammack of 
Witney. Her 2,500 word story, ‘The 
Glass Kitchen 1 , was selected from 
over 800 entries from writers all 
i over the world. This year’s short¬ 
list was judged by prize founders 
Jeremy and Hilary Mogford, 
award-winning writer Bit! Bryson 
and cookery writer Lorraine 
Pascaie. At a gala reception, 
hosted at Quod Restaurant and 
Bar in Oxford, Mogford and Bryson 
presented Jane with her award. 


Banbury beer and M 

, j cider festival took place last * ^ 

month during glorious weather at the 
f Territorial Army Barracks in Oxford Road. a. 

Hundreds visited the CAMRA event and 
sampled beers and ciders from the festival’s 
featured area, the east Midlands as well as more 
local brews. Over 80 beers were arranged for 
sampling along with over 20 perries and ciders. 

Local ciders Included Potterspury's Wharf distillery’s 
Hard Core and Black Cherry as well as the Cotswold 
Brewery's yellow hammer. 

Beers and ales were well represented with old 
favourites making a welcome return. Phipps 
"1 brewery (originally founded in 1817) of ______ 

\ Northampton provided a golden j 
mild from a 1950 recipel / 
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Summer has finally arrived and we 
have a wonderful selection of drinks 
for you to enjoy in the sun (or on those 
overcast days*). Whether It's for a 
party, bbq or a little weeknight aperitif 
we have some fantastic options for you 
to enjoy... 

SIXTEEN RIDGES PINOT NOIR ROSE 
£12.95 

English wine is enjoying increasing 
popularity and rightly so. The UK is 
producing excellent wine to rival 
our European counterparts thanks 
to expert vineyard management 
appropriate to our climate and 
outstanding winemaking techniques. 
We highty recommend this Sixteen 
Ridges Rose made from Pi not Noir. 

The vineyards are planted in the a 
sheltered Worcestershire hillside within 
a natural amphitheatre, with views 
stretching south along the Severn River 
valley; capturing maximum warmth 
and sunlight. This Rose is delicious, 
well balanced, with flavours of sweet 
strawberries, raspberries and melon, 
perfect for summer sipping and feeling 
a little patriotic. 

DIAMARINE COTEAUX VAROIS 
EN PROVENCE ROSE 
NOW £8.95 WAS £9.95 

You can't have too many Roses on 
the go for summer so our second 
recommendation is the Diamarfne 
Gateaux Varois en Provence Rose. 

An excellent example of a Provencal 
Rose, slightly lighter than the 
Sixteen Ridges, with aromas 
of strawberries, nectarines, 
peaches, roses and 
citrus peel followed 
by delicate and 



refreshing acidity on the palate. The 
producers, Estandon Vlgnerons, have 
years of winemaking experience and 
this Rose is an absolute corker. Bring 
the South of France to your home and 
enjoy as an aperitif or with food. 

50 a RIESLING 2016 
£10.95 

If you're looking to fry something a little 
different this Riesling is a great option. 
Often associated with a sweeter 
character, this Riesling is actually 
made in a dry, crisp style making this 
a wonderfully refreshing white. The 
grapes are sourced from the premium 
Reingau region in Germany where the 
dry styles are becoming increasingly 
popular. Its name pays homage to 
the 50th north parallel where the vines 
grow and is the highest latitude tor 
viticulture - so you can impress friends 
with this superb Riesling and your wine 
knowledge, 

MATHILDE CHAPOUTIER SELECTION 
DUCHE D’UZES 2016 (RED) 

£11.95 

If you prefer a red then we highty 
recommend you try the Mathilde 
Chapoutier Selection Duche d'uzes 
2016 from Tain-PHermitage in the 
Rhone region in France. The wine is 
named after the winemaker Mathilde, 
daughter of the legendary vintner 
Michel Chapoutier, and is quite special 
in that it Is only available from Slurp 
in the UK - ideal for treating friends 
and family to a little exclusivityj This 
red is fruity, spicy with smooth 
tannins on the finish; an ideal 
accompaniment to your bbq. The 
grapes are grown sustainably and 
organically - so you can feel good 
about yourself while you sip. 


CALVORS 3POINT8 HELLES LAGER 
£1.85 (330ML) 

This super thirst quenching lager Is great 
for bbq's and summer gatherings. 

The Suffolk brewery, C a Ivors, was 
established in Coddenham in 2008 
and have been brewing outstanding 
natural English lagers and beers by 
hand. They use only natural local 
ingredients and work with real care 
and attention. This crisp, continental- 
style lager has a clean barley-grain 
flavour, really refreshing and with the 
added bonus of being gluten free and 
suitable for vegans. 

N1EPOORT DRY RABBIT WHITE PORT 
£14.95 OR £8.95 HALF BOTTLES 

This golden and lusciously fruity white 
port can be enjoyed chilled, as an 
aperitif, or as a tall drink mixed with 
tonic. This is an excellent lower alcohol, 
and cheaper alternative to the classic 
gin and tonic - see our recipe. With 
richly complex flavours of dried stone 
fruits, orange peel, fresh fig and nuts 
and a refreshing hit of acidity this is 
a well balanced and exciting drink 
that can be served in a variety of 
ways - and like its red counterpart pairs 
wonderfully with cheese too. 


PfllRTC 




d, 



DRY 

WHITE 


^epoorL White 
port 8 Tbn/c 

^ Ml you ne€c| iS: 

Ogflret LGflic 
2 ounces uyh.be port 
a hafqtui of ke 
ite Orange slice jan^ish 



Banbury: 

2 Riverside, Tramway Road, 
Banbury OX 16 5TU 
Tel: 01295 672296 


Leamington Spa: 

121 Regent Street, 
Leamington Spa CV32 4NU 
Tel: 01926 315609 


3POINT8 


IV 


Drop in store or visit www.slurp.co.uk to browse our fufl range of 
wines (and morel) 

SLURP 
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Roman: We think these 
pictures were taken In 
Banbury market place and 
they show a promotion for 
the Banbury Rugby Club 
fete that used to take place 
over the August bank 
holiday. 


LOOKING BACK 


US Servicemen: 

This picture 
shows two 
proud gents 
with a trophy. 
We originally 
thought that 
they were US 
Servicemen, but 
it s difficult to 
make out their 
insignia - were 
they perhaps 
postmen or 
firemen - we're 
not sure... if 
you can shed 
any light on this 
we'd love to 
hear from you. 


Our pictures from the past this month feature images from 
around 1969: 


College: This is easily identifiable as if shows the Oxon 
and Cherwell College in Broughton Road in Banbury. It 
has undergone massive changes over the past few years. 


Dog show: These pictures were taken for the old Banbury 
Advertiser newspaper at Hanwell Village hall near 
Banbury. 


- 
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LOOKING BACK 



North Oxon Beauty 
Queen: Back In the 
late 60 s a beauty 
queen was elected 
to represent north 
Oxfordshire at 
town shows and 
carnivals. Here 
are the 1 969 
contestants. 

Bus Crash, Kings 
Sutton: These 
Intriguingly named 
pictures show a 
run away bus and 
the pensioners who 
were on board 
looking more than 
a little vexed! 
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FOUR SHIRES MAGAZINE 


grea 
at the dai 

am not one of those people who 
eagerly await the awarding of 
the Turner Prize so that t can froth 
at the mouth and get outraged 
about 'modern' art. Even though 
i am not sure about the artistic merit 
of stuffing a sheep or pickling a shark 
- or even presenting your unmade 
bed to the jurors complete with fag 
ends and a used condom - I am 
quite prepared for those people who 
do apparently understand what it is 
all about to have their say and make 
their judgments. 

I guess I am one of those boring 
people quite willing to admit that 
they don't know much about art 
but know what they like...and I like 
to feet that I am neither pretentious 
about Picasso nor dogmatic in 
opposing anything more modern 
than Landseer's 'Stag at Bay; or 
Gainsborough's “Blue Boy 1 , 

Quite probably, therefore, being 
the man in the middle is why I so 
hugely enjoyed the Old Vic Theatre's 
production of ART that played at 
Northampton’s Royal and Derngate 
last month. 

Written originally in French by Yazmin 
Resa and superbly translated into 
English by Christopher Hampton, 
the play holds up a mirror to the 
individual feelings of three friends 
about the intrinsic values of modern 
art but it could just as easily be about 
their differing opinions on any other 
disparate subjects. That is because 
the focus of the dialogue is as much 
about the mind sets of the three 
characters as it is about art. Modern 
art is just the fulcrum upon which their 
opinions pivot (and frequently clash) 
with the true focus of the piece 
being how dogmatic and unswerving 
opinions can eventually lay waste to 
the most long-standing of friendships. 

This makes more pertinent a recent 
quote of Reza’s about her work in 
which she gave her opinion that 
"theatre is a mirror and should be a 
sharp reflection of society" 
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words: Bruce Cox 



When the play made 
its debut in Paris early 
in the 1990s, it did 
so to rave reviews 
and earned Reza a 
Moiiere award. It was 
such a success that 
there was inevitably a 
great deal of interest 
in the acquisition of 
the English language 
rights as the play's 
subject matter and 
attitudes to modern 
art are much the 
same on each side of 
the Channel. Those 
rights actually ended 
up with none other 
than Sean Connery, who in turn 
commissioned Christopher Hampton 
to make the translation into English, 
Hampton did such a superb job 
that English-speaking audiences 
are almost universally surprised to 
discover that the dialogue was 
originally penned n French. 

When the English version of the play 
opened in London in 1996, it had 
Tom Courtenay, Ken Stott and Albert 
Finney - three theatre giants of the 
time - in the lead roles and the 
audience reaction was sensational. 
Then it settled in to the WyndhanVs 
Theatre and stayed there for a run of 
78 weeks! Along the way, it won an 
Olivier award and when it went to 
New York and the Broadway stage, it 
garnered a Tony to score a hat trick 
of the three most prestigious awards 
for stage productions. In the more 
than twenty years since then it has 
been regularly performed, won many 
more international awards and has 
grossed over £200 million in box office 
receipts! 

The three friends who make up the 
entire cast of the ACT are Parisians 
Serge, Marc and Yvan - cast to 
perfection and played just as 
perfectly by Nigel Havers, Denis 
Lawson and Stephen Tompkinson 


respectively. All are well-known 
actors of great distinction and 
familiar to British audiences for their 
many and varied film, TV and stage 
roles over three decades. 

In the play. Serge is a wealthy doctor 
who spends an inordinate amount 
of money on an all-white modernist 
painting by a fashionable artist. Or 
rather, as he describes his purchase, 
it is "a white-pain fed canvas with 
faint diagonal lines visible from 
certain angles and in certain light 
conditions ". 

To Marc, the painting is just a big 
canvas painted white and he 
makes his feelings about it known in 
uncompromising terms. "Absolute 
sh** jr to be exact! 

Marc is also one of those dogmatic 
people who sticks to his guns and, 
regardless of other people's feelings 
on the matter in question, is only ever 
prepared to regard one opinion on 
any subject as having any worth. 

His own, of course. To him, it means 
nothing that Serge can comfortably 
afford to buy the painting and has 
done so simply because he likes if. 
Marc feels that Serge has bought it 
purely to be pretentious in order to 
impress a wider circle of richer and 
posher acquaintances. 
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FOOD AND DRINK 



a wondQrful experience 
of hearing the ineffably 
urbane and beautifully 
spoken mgel havers ‘effin’ 
and blindin’ like a barrack 


room sergeant major 


Enter mild-mannered Yvan f who 
is much more worried about his 
upcoming wedding than about either 
Serge's painting or Marc's opinion 
of if . He does his best to get across 
Serge's point of view to Marc and to 
make Marc less objectionable in his 
criticism of it. In this he fails, and even 
gets a clip on the ear for his troubles 
as the arguments escalate out of 
all proportion. So much do they 
escalate that we had the wonderful 
experience of hearing the ineffably 
urbane and beautifully spoken Nigel 
Havers effin' and blindin’ like a 
barrack room sergeant major! 

Three firm friendships are therefore 
obviously on fhe brink until the 
situation is humorously resolved 
by an unexpected happening in 
circumstances that it would not be 


fair to describe. Why not? Simply 
because, although ART has now 
completed its 2018 tour, you will 
at some point be able to see it 
for yourself as it will without doubt 
be staged again sometime and 
somewhere in the future. After all, if is 
one of the most successful plays ever 
and has been a moveable feast on 


the theatre scene since the English- 
language version originally opened 
over 20 years ago. • 

opposite page; Nigel Hovers 
above: (from left) Stephen Tompkin$on r 
Denis Lawson and Nigel Havers 
Pe/ow: (from left) Stephen Tompkinson, 
Nigel Havers & Den/s Lawson 

photographs by Matt Crockett 
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THEATRE 





a wppk 


his summer 


email cherwelltheatreco@gmaiL 
com or visit the company's website 
for further information at www. 
cherw ell theatrecompany.co.uk 

top; Simon Grey performs in CTC s 
previous production . The Wind in the 
Wiiiows of The Mill Arts Centre Banbury 

above: (from left) Blue Wots on r iso be Ho 
Poderfco, Maffiildo Vere r Ella Manning. 
Ben Rhone, Oriafgh Dempsey-Oarfc 
perform Jn The Boy Preference'- CTCs 
2017 Play in o Week Production 

left: (from left) Megan Manning and Elio 
Manning perform in The Boy Preference\ 
crc's 201 7 Play in o Week Production 


Banbury's Cherwell Theatre Company 
is delighted to announce an exciting 
opportunity for Oxfordshire’s young 
theatre makers this August, in 
partnership with The Warriner School 
Bloxharru 


Friday August 10 at 4pm 
as part of a ‘Play in a 
Week’ workshop. 


Young people will 
once again have 
the opportunity to 
develop their acting, 
movement and voice 
skills, as well as gaining experience in 
the technical disciplines of theatre, 
such as stage management, design, 
costume, props, lighting and sound 
in this intensive course, which takes 
place from 10am-6pm Monday 6 
August to Friday 10th August at The 


The company will present The 
Monstrum 1 a contemporary play by 
Kellie Smith at The Warriner School on 


Warriner School, Bloxham. 

If you are aged 12+ and are 
interested in taking part, please 
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BUSINESS 


YOU ONLY RETIRE 
ONCE - LET’S GET 
IT RIGHT! 


& Ellacotts 


Even If retirement isn't 
far away, there are 
some simple steps you 
could take to increase 
your eventual retirement 
income. This applies both 
to your State Pension 
entitlement as well as to 
any personal or workplace 
pension pots. We've 
provided some areas to 
consider to help you to 
meet your retirement goals. 

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 
DETAILS FOR ALL YOUR 
PENSION POTS 

Locate pension pots that 
you may have forgotten 
about. The Pension 
Advisory Service and the 
Pension Tracing Service 
can help you to trace 
forgotten pension pots. 
Remember to take your 
State Pension into account. 
Check your State Pension 
entitlement to help 
determine if and how much 
you are likely to receive 
when you reach State 
Pension age - and whether 
you need to top It up. This 
could be beneficial if there 
are gaps in your Nl record. 

CONSIDER TOPPING UP 
YOUR PENSIONS 

Think about topping 
up your pension in the 
years leading up to your 


retirement. That little 
bit extra could make a 
difference. 

From age £5, you can draw 
your pension savings as 
and when you need them 
and still pay info your 
pension. You'll continue to 
receive tax relief on your 
payments up to age 7S t 
although taking benefits 
flexibly will limit how much 
you can put in. 

MAXIMISE YOUR 

EMPLOYER'S 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

You and your employer 
must pay a percentage 
of your earnings Info 
your workplace pension 
scheme. How much you 
pay and what counts 
as earnings depend on 
the pension scheme 
your employer has 
chosen. If you increase 
your contributions, your 
employer may match the 
increase. 

REDIRECT REGULAR 
SPENDING OR INCOME 
INCREASES INTO YOUR 
RETIREMENT SAVINGS 

If you have a regular 
expense that no longer 
needs to be paid, or an 


increase In salary, you 
could redirect that extra 
money to your retirement 
planning instead. As an 
example, once you finish 
paying off a car loan, you 
can use those payments 
for your retirement savings. 
This Is a quick and simple 
way to give your retirement 
savings a boost while 
sticking to your everyday 
budget. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Retirement is not Just about 
pensions and income. 

There is a high chance 
that capital expenditure 
will also increase. You now 
have more time available 
so may wish to have mare 
holidays. It is likely these 
will be paid from capital 



not income, so consider 
maximising ESA allowances 
to give you the additional 
capital you require. 

For more advice on 
pensions and retirement 
contact Chris Slatter on 
c s I atte r@e I la c of ts w ea It h. 
co.uk or 01295 250401. 


. 
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Ellacotts 

Wealth Planning 


www.eiiacotts.co.uk 


TAILORED FINANCIAL Q 
ADVICE FOR YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY 




Contact us to find out how we can help you 


P lann ing you r fina nces for the fu tu re can be on e of those things that is easy to 
put off. At Ellacotts, we take away the stress and have specialist teams that can 
deliver tailored fi na ncia I pla n ning to suit you and you r fam i ly inclu di ng: 




investment 

Pensions 

Retirement options 


Life and critical HI ness assurance 
Tax advice 

Advice on matters related to a business 


Leaving you time to focus on the more enjoyable things in life. 


Ema il us today i nfo(3ellacottswealth .co.uk 


Banbury 01295 250401 | Kettering 01536 646000 | London 0203 6937315 

AuLl ’b- lied Arid rugu-ialed % Ihr OnA utid! Cdrtdi*Lt AuChDi ity. Roistered m E i-tgjdnd jrid Wdiei under 
Lorr-piny numiter G7S0i 1.39 
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PLANS FOR HISTORIC BUILDING 

It has been proposed that the former offices of Alcan 
on the Southam Road En Banbury be turned into a 
destination hotel with a spa. 

Honeydew developments are proposing the old offices 
be transformed into an 80 bedroom hotel by putting 
another two storeys on top of the existing buildings. 

The buildings are of historic importance, the offices having 
orchestrated some of the construction of the Supermarine 
Spitfire, the iconic World War Two fighter aircraft. 

Councillors are broadly behind the scheme, suggesting 
that it could be a good use, keeping the original office 
frontage. 


Specialis 
services 
your bus 




■ fiit'i 


E enquiries@se-law.co.uk 
T 01295 204000 

www.se-law.co.uk 


spratt endicott 


SOLICITORS 


BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


BICESTER BUCKINGHAM 
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BANBURY'S NEW MAYOR 

Banbury's new mayor Is 
Cflr Shaida Hussain who 
took office at a traditional 
mayor-making ceremony 
at the town hall 
on Tuesday, 

Cllr Hussain 
represents 
Grimsbury Ward 
on Banbury Town 
Council and 
first became 
a councillor in 
2012. She was 
born in Banbury 
and has lived in 
the town all her 
life, 

Cllr Hussain plans 
to establish a 
bond with young 
people. 

She said: “t work in o 
school and m my mayoral 
year f'd fike to encourage 
the town 's children to 
take port in a variety of 
acfivifes." 

Cllr Hussain added: n My 

family came to Bonbury 
around 40 years ago and 
my dad Charlie , who 
was a big influence on 
me, worked at fine Lady 
Bakeries for more than 30 
years before he passed 
away* 


"I /ike reading, trying to get 
fit - but wifh mixed results 
so far, and / enjoy watching 
motorsport and socialising 
with my friends. 


*'My consort is my cousin 
Smyra Saleem who moved 
to Banbury from Sheffield 
five years ago and loves if 
here. ,r 

Cllr Hussain took over the 
mayoral role from Cllr Colin 
Clarke who handed over 
the chain of honour and 
the mayoral robes before 
wishing Cllr Hussain an 
enjoyable and successful 
year. 

The new deputy mayor is 
Cllr John Colegrave. 




CHERWELL BUSINESS AWARDS 

A gala dinner was held last month at the Heythrop park 
Hotel celebrating the achievements of local businesses. 
The Cherwell Business Awards are held annually and 
winners often progress, using the awards as a springboard 
to future development. 

A find raising raffle was held which raise £1600 for the 
winner of the charity and community award, Banbury's 
Second Time Around. 

Amongst the prize winners were Whitley Stimpson Ltd and 
Blue Planet IT; the business person of the year award went 
to Sark a Sara Wilde of Distinct Estate Agents. 
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MOT TEST CHANGES 

New changes to MOT 
testing came into force 
last month. 

Vehicles over 40 years' 
old will become exempt 
[although it still has to 
be kept in a roadworthy 
condition) and some 
categories will see 
stricter rules enforced. 

Commenting on the 
MOT changes that 
come into force last 
month Amanda Stretton, 
motoring editor at 
Confused.com said: 

“The DVSA's upcoming 
changes to the MOT 
test mc/udes stricter 
rotes for drese/ cars and 
new defect categories 
of 'minor', “major" and 
“dangerous". 

"Previously, if a vehicle 
farted Its MOT test the 
driver would be able to 
shop around for the best 
repair price and take it 



to be fixed at another 
garage, providing this is 
done within one month 
of fher'r MOT certificate 
expiring. But the vehpc/es 
which fat/ under the new 
dangerous' category, 
must not be driven unfit 
the issue is repaired I, 
forcing drivers to pay at 
the garage where they 
faifed their test." 


SLOW START TO THE YEAR FOR ENGLISH FARMLAND 
MARKET, BUT PRICES STEADY 

The number of forms publicly marketed In England during 
the first three months of the year fell with poor weather 
delaying same launches and others choosing to market 
their land privately, according to Strutt & Parker. 

The firm's Farmland Database shows that during the first 
quarter of 2018 only 18 farms of more than 100 acres were 
marketed in England, compared with 21 2017 and 23 in 
2017. 

Michael Fiddes, head of estate and farm agency, said: 

"Poor weather has contributed to o stow start to the year, 
both in terms of the number of new farms being publicly 
marketed and sates actuary being agreed. 

"However , despite this there are early signs pointing to 
the market remaining pretty robust with our data showing 
average prices are higher than they were at this time tast 
year and o number of new taunches since the start of 
April. M 



GET UP TO SPEED WITH THE DIGITAL 
FUTURE OF TAX, SAY EXPERTS. 



Whitley Stimpson 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 


Individuals who 
believe they may have 
a capital gains tax 
liability can now pay 
up fFont as soon as it 
has been incurred. 

HMRC launched on online 
service for capital gains 
tax [CGT) some time ago 
as part of its Making Tax 
Digital (MTD) initiative which 
is being rolled out over the 
next couple of years. 

Under MTD, the aim is 
to ensure individuals 
and businesses have a 
digital fax account with 
payments being made 
in “real time' rather than 
having to wait until the 
end of the year, removing 
the bureaucratic burden 
of the tax return for HMRC 
and simplifying the process 
for taxpayers. 


Experts at Whitley 
Stimpson, one of the 
largest independent 
accountancy practices 
in the area, with offices 
in Banbury, Bicester, High 
Wycombe and Witney, 
say it is Important that 
everyone is aware of 
MTD as It marks a major 
step change in how tax is 
reported. 

Owen Kyffin, director and 
tax expert at the firm, said: 
11 Rea I time reporting of 
CGT is just the tip of the 
iceberg as HMRC moves 
to a completely online 
system. 

" Whi/e it is good to know 
that a one-off gain such os 
set/rng o property con be 
paid immediately without 
having fo go through the 
se/f-assessment system , 


fndjYj'dua/s should be 
aware they wr7t sh'lt need fo 
report that gain if they are 
filing o fox return. 

*’We welcome the MTD 
initiative but it is a major 
change and it fs r'mporianf 
fhot everyone is fully 
aware of the implications , 
for example with digital 
VAT reporting on the 
horizon. Co nf us ton is 
inevitable but we ore here 
to hetp both now ond in 
the future as this system 
evolves 

Further details of the 
changes and their 
implications are available 
from Owen Kyffin owenk® 
whitleystimpson.ca.uk or 
01295 270200. 

Details of Whitley Stimpson 
services in the businesses 
and educational sectors, 


as well as for individuals, 
can be found at: 
www.whftleystimpson.co.uk 

Contact Whitley Stimpson 
for a FREE consultation. 

Banbury Office: 

+44 (0) 1295 270200 
Bicester Office: 

+44 (0) 186 9 252151 
High Wycombe Office: 

+44 (0) 1494 448122 
Witney Office: 

+44(0) 1993 700010 
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INHERENTLY UNFAIR? 

Inheritance Tax is. widely 
viewed as unfair and even 
the chancellor agrees it’s 
complex: only effective and 
early planning can minimise 
its impact on your estate. 

Well overdue, perhaps, was 
the news that Chancellor 
Philip Hammond has 
asked the Office of Tax 
Simplification [OTS] to review 
Inheritance Tax (IHT) with 
a view to simplifying the 
regime. In writing to the 
OTS, he acknowledged 


that 7HT, and fhe system 
wrfh/rt which if operates, is 
parfic iWar/y complex" 

Take advice 

IHT often fafls on the ill- 
prepared and unadvised. 
That's why it's important 
to seek financial advice, 
so that all your assets are 
properly protected. 

To receive a complimentary 
guide covering wealth 
management, contact 
Swann Financial 
Consultancy on 01295 
275269. 


BANBURY BID ANNOUNCE 
THEIR FIRST SHOP OPENING 
AT CASTLE QUAY 
SHOPPING CENTRE 

Castle Quay Shopping 
Centre and the new 
Banbury Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
are working together 
to bring a new lease of 
life to three shopping 
units in Banbury. The BID 
will be occupying three 
units in Castle Quay for 
pop-up shopping for the 
next six months,, with an 


opportunity to extend if the 
project is a success. 

Each of the units will be 
adopting a theme for 
the first three months. The 
first unit to open is being 
occupied by a group of 
Banbury creative businesses, 
under the theme Creative 
& Cu/tural Quarter . These 
businesses include: 

The Artery Art Supplies, 
Comic Connections 
Comics, Fancy That Gifts, 
James.M.Photography, J 
D’Cruz Bags and Castle 
Quay Shopping Centre. 



SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

www. swannfinancial. co.uk 


Swann Financial Consultancy represents only Si. James s F'lacc Wealth Management p3c (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) lor tbe purpusc ol 

advising solely on the 1] rau p 's wealth management products and services, more details ol which arc set out on the Croup s website w ww.sJpjco.uk / products. y] gA- 04 / i s 


* 


94 


FOl k SHIRES JUNE 201 ft 

























EDUCATION 



EASY PEASYt 

A new app that sends game ideas 
and child development tips to 
parents from deprived areas has 
been found to improve levels of 
concentration and determination In 
young pupils. 

The app, called ‘Easy Peasy\ aims 
to extend the work of schools and 
nurseries by encouraging parents 
to get involved in their children's 
development through play at home. 

A study by the Sutton Trust found 
it had positive effects on the 
concentration levels, persistence 
and decision-making ability of two- 
fo-five-year-olds, and increase the 
confidence of parents. 

A randomised controlled trial carried 
out by the University of Oxford's 
Department of Education saw 302 
families with children aged three and 
four use the app for three months. 

After three months, the report says 
parents reported improvements 
in their children’s 'cognitive self- 
regulation 1 . including being better at 
persisting with difficult tasks, making 
decisions independently and working 
things out for themselves. 


SIBFORD SCHOOL 
SPONSORS TALK BY 
TERRY WAITE 

Sibford School 
Head Toby Spence 
is pictured with 
humanitarian, author 
and Quaker, Terry 
Waite. 

The pair met at 
ChipLitFest 2018 in 
Chipping Norton 
where Terry was 
speaking at the 
opening event and 
promoting his latest 
book 'Sofifude 1 . 

A sell-out audience listened as the 
former envoy to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury spoke about his five 
years as a hostage in Beirut and 
about his work with Hostage UK, 
an international organisation that 
supports the families of those taken 
captive in global hotspots. 

Toby Spence said: "It was 
a great pleasure to meet Terry Waite, 
He is a remarkable man with a 
fascinating story to telL To have gone 
through what he went through and 
still remain true to his core beliefs is an 


incredible achievement. The Quaker 
values such as tolerance, humanity 
and resilience that are clearly 
formative to him are as clear when 
you meet him in person as they are 
within his writing/ 1 

Sibford School is a regular supporter 
of ChipLitFest and was pleased to 
sponsor the talk by Terry Waite. Other 
speakers taking part in the four-day 
festival included Richard Osman, 
Reggie Yates, Liza Tarbuck and 
Jeremy Vine. 

CfttpUfFesf photograph courtesy of Silver 
Apples Photography 
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Cheney Itavel 



A modern first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

s 




BDNH 

If/l.lMUlif i i |H| 


14 - 70 seat coaches available 




Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4R2 
^www.cheneycoaches,co.uk travei@cheneycoaches.co.uk 




"I've been at Sibford since / was six and can 
honestly say I can't think of anywhere else I 
would rather be." 

Sixth Form Student Julia 


mf j 


" 


C j tsMh 






To find out what's so special about 
Sibford School in Oxfordshire visit our 
OPEN DAY on SATURDAY 16 JUNE 
or call 01295 781203 to arrange a tour. 

www.sibfordschool.co.uk 
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Most property owners will at some point have hod to have their 
property Interests valued, be it tor lending, tax, division ot assets or 
some other purpose. Except tor a few limited cases, such valuations 
have to be undertaken by Registered Valuers, as members of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), being prepared 
in line with the requirements of the RICS Valuation Professional 
Standards, commonly known as the Red Book, 


Fisher German’s South Centra] 
team, based in Banbury, 
Bedford and Thame, includes a 
number of Registered Valuers, 
Within their number are several 
valuers trained to a higher 
standard in order to undertake 
expert witness valuations for 
court purposes. Fisher German 
are on the valuation panels for 
most of the major banks and 
□re agents for the Agricultural 
Mortgage Corporation, 

Whilst not strictly bound by 
the requirements of the Red 
Book, our team also pro vide 
valuations to those affected by 
compulsory purchase schemes, 
such as KS2, for negotiation 
purposes. 

Red Book valuations need to 
set out clearly to the reader 
all pertinent facts relating to 
value; they ore therefore quite 
detailed documents and carry 
far more professional weight 
than less formal opinions 
of value, such as an estate 
agent's market appraisal. For 
example; there ore strict rules 
on what is Included within 
the floor area (such as areas 
of restricted eaves height 
not being included): any 
tenancy information is carefully 
considered and; relevant 
planning history is taken into 
account. The report, inclusive 
of plans, photos and copies 
of relevant documents can- 
therefore run to many pages. 

Valuations can range from the 
relatively simple, such as a mid- 
terrace town house or o small 
paddock, through to the more 
complicated prop erf ies. Some 
recent complicated instructions 
we have undertaken are; 



Jonathan Perks 


* A portfolio of multiple 
residential properties across 
the UK for an Institutional 
owner: 

* A residential farm, with 
multiple variations on 
how the asset was to be 
divided. Some such divisions 
potentially devaluing other 
parts of the property: 

* Part shares of an agricultural 
tenancy, with a number of 
valuation dates over the East 
thirty years; 

* Land on the edge of a 
developed settlement, which 
had some mid to long-term 
development potential; 

* A site with planning for 
residential development 
where our client held 
ownership of a vital piece 
of land required for access, 
Such then being used to 
negotiate shore of the 
development value. 

The purposes of these 
valuations can be equally 
simple or complicated and 
just as varied. As 1 write this, 

I have files on my desk for 


Capital Gains Tax, Inheritance 
Tax, lending, divorce (as expert 
witness) and access negotiation 
valuations. Each has to be 
inspected, researched and 
carefully considered before a 
report can be submitted. 

At Fisher German, we pride 
ourselves on preparing a 
thorough report that meets 
our client's requirements, 
within agreed timescales at 
a reasonable cost. We find 
that time spent understanding 
our client's requirements in 
advance of an Inspection, is 


time well spent. Often what 
a client initially asks for is quite 
different to what is actually 
needed, particularly where tax 
valuations are required. We 
make sure that what is provided 
to the client meets their 
individual needs, 

If you are in need of expert 
valuation advice on a property 
matter, coll Jonathan Perks 
at our Banbury office (01295 
226282 ] for a no-obligation 
discussion or email me at 
jonatha n. per ks'lf isfi e rgerm an. 
co.uk 


your lOCQ I team 



Rural consultancy 
Property agency 
Planning and 
development 
HS2 and compulsory 
purchase 

Property management 
Commercial 

Utilities and infrastructure 

South Central: 

bar bur y @fishergerman.co.uk 
b edf'-. M sh erg erm an.co.uk 
than ie @fii shergerman.co.uk 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 



FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.fishergernnan.co.uk 
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f/ S 7 W?fS STAV 

Formerly fiantnary Par tt & General Supplied tld 

Banbury Road (& 4100 L nr Burton DaneLL CV 47 2 BB 

Til: 01295 770707 

WQQdSlIQvifttti 9 Bed Demr J WhtitibdmMri 

Horse&PelFeed * .PosTS fiufi 

Mont Uftli* Ryir^sr * Trtofett nwew 

AiWrrtnrisftStfljpfenwms ■ Airtt?r & tttanten puba 

HivwiMrnwn * riw^yxrtt-u' fknflng srwrj 

ftutobtr Stable McHtlnu " PTuj mud) fnucb rrtonL.. 


VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

Ail makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 


FOt H SHIRES 


B.R.A.M M Registered 
Fixer Licensed (BFL i 


* tradition in sdme autoniy 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

HU'vt'. banburyme mortals, co. uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adder bury. Nr Banbury, 
Gxoil 0X17 3HJ 


Ray Randerson 
Carpets 


Qrpee selected froim around the globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Dassett, CVd7 2AQ 
01295 690721 


GET NOTICED in the Four Shires! 
Call Gail or Jeremy on 01295 709 999 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARM1NGTON 
BANBURY OX17 1JL 01295 211790 


LATE NIGHT 

pM OPENING 
l97£^idMHfe MonThurs until 8PM 

Call our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 

B*nbyry / Nonh a,viljiiry / Soul turn / AfkhrrtHjry / Wwdferd Kql se 


Coo if Quality, Cooa value, Caoa Aa vice 

Delivery Service Available wrww. wvnnsLay.cu.uk 


FOURSHIUES 


BANBURY 

MEMORIALS 


FOUR SHIRES 

MAGAZINE 


SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES 

FOR YOURSELF 
OR A FRIEND 

at www.fourshires.co.uk 
or by post 

12 MONTHS ONLY £35 


6 MONTHS ONLY £20 


Drain Services 


ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOILETS - BATHS - SINKS * URINALS - SHOWERS ■ GULLIES • 
t 'RAINS * GREASE TRAPS 

GCTV SURVEYS TANKER SERVICE GUI 1Y EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 
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MUSIC 



F estival season is just around 
the corner, and one making 
the headlines tor all the right 
reasons is Cornbury Festival, 
Although festival organiser Hugh 
Phillimore announced that 2017 
would be the fast, the demand for 
its return was such that it's back this 
year^ bigger and better.,. And we’ve 
got a family weekend camping ticket 
worth £500 to give away! 

The first wave of acts announced 
were a welcome injection of 
girl power in an otherwise male- 
dominated festival season. Alan/s 
Morfssette tops the bill on Saturday 
- a UK festivaf exclusive - with 
singalongs guaranteed thanks to 
her arsenal of hits, including Ironic, 
Hands Clean and One Hand In My 
Pocket. She's joined by Chicago 
soul icon A4av/s Staples - currently 
celebrating 2017's acclaimed 
album If Alf I Was Was Slack - as 
well as an appearance on Gorltiaz 
recent album, Humani , alongside 
Scottish songstress Amy MacDonald , 
bubblegum popstar turned dreamy 
hftmaker Nino Nesbitt , 60s legend P. 

P, Arnold (The First Cut Is The Deepest] 
and Pixie Lott, 


Friday sees reggae gems UB40 
headlining, with Jamaica’s Jimmy 
Cliff joining them on the bill, alongside 
Stereo MC’s, luccbero and Danny & 
The Champions Of The World . Closing 
the show on the Sunday, Squeeze 
wifi tempt anyone who's coot for 
cats up the junction before saying 
goodbye girL.. And there are plenty 
more pun-worthy tracks from Joels 
Holland's former band to keep this 
terrible joke going. But we won't. 
Fellow 80s indie lot Deacon Blue 
join them earlier in the day, os does 
Dutch born jazz singer Caro Emerald, 
the US’s lissie (who's duefted with 
A-Ha. Jack Savorefii and Gobble 
Williams, covered Fleetwood Mac , 

* 



TICKET GIVEAWAY 



adventure at the festival with the 
bikers cooking up a feast and plenty 
of their witty banter to entertain the 
crowds too! For more information on 
Cornbury festival visit: 
www.cornburyfesttval.com 

WIN YOUR TICKETS! 

To be in with a chance of winning 
tickets to see these, and SO many 
more, celebrating Cornbury Festival’s 
15th birthday please answer this 
question: 

Can you name the landmark in the 
picture below? 

Email your answers, along with 
your name and address, to cathyS 
fourshires.co.uk by Friday 15th June. 


and even found the time to release 
three of her own counfry-tinged solo 
albums) and Streatham’s very own 
Ferris & Sylvester, fresh from opening 

for George Ezra . 

Not only that it was announced 
recently that the Harry Bikers would 
be roaring into Oxfordshire for a three 
day Pop up Woodfire restaurant 


T&C's: Prize not transferable and 
cannot be exchanged for financial 
value. 

Age restrictions on Family Ticket (2 
x adults and 2 x children under 18) 
includes weekend camping pass. 
Tents not provided, quiet camping 
can be requested. Also includes 
parking. Does not include travel to 
festival or on-site hospitality. 



Winners will be notified and sent 
collection information prior to event. 
Usually tickets are sent out one week 
prior to event, or guests will be added 
to the guest-list For pass collection on 
arrival. • 
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THE 


COMPLETE SUMMER WEEKEND 
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ORIGINAL 
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13th 14thl5lh JULY 2018 THE GREAT TEW PARK OXFORDSHIRE 


UB40AL 


DEACON BUIE 


ANDY LI SSI E 


W ffl SPECIAL GUEST 


f 


ORA NNE DUFFY MAW WIL80N& . niM K ni a B o 

Catherine McGrath new vnsAnoNs LyyY kulaks 


DANNY6i H F E T C HE A woRLD SOUTHERN AVENUE 

TEN MILLENNIA FERRIS & SYLVESTER IRIT TOE 

THE TALL POPPIES RILEY PEARCE THE MIGHTY JOHN STREET SKA ORCHESTRA 

BERK’S NEST COMEDY STAGE I THE MAYFLOWER TENT I RIVERSIDE STAGE I COMPLETE CHILDREN'S ZONE 
EXTENSIVE FAIRGROUND GOURMET CATERERS AND VILLAGE TEA TENT BEAUTIFUL CAMPING GORGEOUS GLAMPING 



(mm im richefuns!gned 


HOOK ■TOffTtmt 


wV'riM in Mill 


cbffe knight ENGLAND’S MOST CIVIL! SED GATHERING 

NERO Frank *4 CORNBDRYMUSICFESTIVAL.COM 
























































































Portfolio 

OF FINE DIAMONDS 

LOOK CLOSER 


Our master craftsmen ensure each ring 
is as beautiful on the inside as the outside. 


EXCLUSIVELY AT 



